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LLong ago, there was an old, good-hearted couple,
who lived all by themselves. One morning, while the
wife washed clothes by the river, a cloud of smoke
arose. A great spirit appeared. He said, “Here are
seven golden pills. Eat one each day, and soon you’ll
finally have children.”

But the wife could not wait. She ate all seven. Her
stomach grew bigger and bigger each day. In autumn
she gave birth to seven bouncing baby boys!

Ngay xua, c¢6 doi vo chong gia rat tot bung, nhung
séng quanh qué moét minh. Buodi sang kia, ba vo dang
giat quan 4o bén song thi thdy mot ddm khéi boc 1én.
R6i mot vi than hién ra va bao: " Ta cho ba bay vién
thuoc vang. M6i ngay ba udng mot vién, chi nay mai
ba sé ¢6 con.”

Nhung ba ta néng long qud, cho khéng noi, lién
uéng ludn ca bay vién. Bung ba 16n dan. Pén mua thu
thi ba ha sinh bay ciu con trai.
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One day, taking a break from their heavy fieldwork,
the brothers heard a bugle call. It was the Emperor on
parade! The procession was an awesome sight, the long
march of soldiers winding like a coiled dragon. Then,
suddenly, a huge boulder came crashing down the
mountainside...

M6t hém, bay anh em dang ngbi nghi tay sau buéi lam
viéc nang nhoc, bong nghe cé tiéng vong tit dang xa. Thi
ra d6 1a mot budi dién hanh cé nha vua ngu gia dén du.
Cudc dién hanh hét stic dep mat, ting doan quan linh néi
dudi nhau nhu con réong uén khic. Nhung bat thinh linh,
mot tang d4 khong 16 niit ra tit suon nui.
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The boulder tumbled straight for the Emperor! But at the
last second someone shot up and brought the boulder to a
screeching halt. Who was the hero? Who else but the eldest
brother! The Emperor offered him a high post, but he said
no. He was offered treasure and gold, but still said no. The
surprised Emperor could not but let him go home.

Tang d4 16n 4y lan thang vé phia nha vua! Nhung vao
phit chét, c6 ngusi nhay vot téi, chan ngay dugc tang d4
dé6 lai. Vi anh hung 4y la ai? Chinh 14 cau bé dau long
chit con ai nita! Nha vua lién ban cho cau ta chiic
tude cao, nhung cau ti choi. Vua cho ngoc nga
chau bdu, cau bé ciing khong nhan. Vua rat
ngac nhién, nhung danh phai dé cho cau ta
ra ve.
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Returning to the Palace, the Emperor’s heart was uneasy.
“Such a small fellow, yet so strong. He has no love of wealth,
so I have no control of him. He may be trouble one day.” The
Emperor could not sleep, until an evil plan was set... “That’s
it. I shall arrest him and have his head chopped off.”

Tré lai trieu dinh, vua cam thay khong vui. Vua nghi: "Mot
thang thanh nién nho nhan nhu vy ma c6 sitc manh phi thuong.
N6 khong say mé giau sang thi ta khé long ma kiém soat duge né.
Mot ngay nao dé, né sé tré thanh méi lo cho ta!" Vua tran troc mai,
cho dén khi nghi ra dusc moét Am muu den t01: " Ding roi! Ta phai
bat né va chém dau né!"
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i& Second brother had puwerful hearmg,
| so heard the evil plan. The next day,

X third brother was seized and taken by _|I

|
— 1the Emperor’s men. |

iét, nén da nghe dugec Am muu tan ac |
- cua vua. Hom sau, qua nhién cu em thi |
ba b1 nguoi cua vua sai dén bat di.
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Third brother was dragged into the palace. The
Emperor ordered his head axed off. But third brother
was harder than iron, so nothing could harm him.
Dozens of swords were broken, but only three hairs
were cut from his head. The Emperor was furious, and
ordered him burned alive first thing next morning.
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Late that night, fourth brother secretly bore
past the walls of the fortified city, with the fifth
following close behind. They drilled under the

prison walls, up to where third brother had been
locked up. Fifth brother took third’s place. No
need to worry now; just to wait for the show to
begin! |

Khuya hom dé cau em thi tu bi mat chui xuyén
qua biic tuong thanh kién c6, dan theo dita em thit
| nam. Hai anh em dao ngach duéi chan tuong nha
giam, dén thang chd ngudi em thit ba dang bi nhét.
Cau em thi nam vao thay ché cho nguoi anh thi |
ba. Nhu thé 1a khoi phai lo gi nita. Cit viéc cho man |
kich thiéu séng ngay mai.
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At dawn soldiers escorted fifth brother
to a tall scaffold with stacked firewood
underneath. Fifth brother was tightly

tied on top.

Méi hitng sdng, quan linh da ho tong
nguoi em thi nam, dua lén mét phap truong
cao, chat day cui phia duéi, réi tréi chit cau
ta vao dong cui dé.
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The fire was set and soon
blazed high. But fifth brother was
nonflammable. Fiery red flames licked

the sky, vet he just smiled! He was taken
to his cell once again.

Nguoi ta cham lia va trong chéc 14t,
ngon lita boc 1én cao. Nhung cau bé thit nam
nay lita dot khong chay! Tiung ngon lia hiing huce
boc 1én troi ma cau ta van cuoi! Quan linh lai danh
phai 16i cau xudng, tiép tuc bo vao nha giam.

— v —__https://tieulun.hopto.org




Fifth brother pretended to talk in his sleep. “I cannot be
chopped, nor burned. My only fear is falling to my death.”
The guards reported to the Emperor. Fifth brother was at
once brought to a high cliff, and shoved toward the edge...

Nam trong nguc, cau bé thi nam gia vo néi trong gidc mo:
"Théan thé ta chém khéng dit, dot khong chay. Ta chi so ¢6 mot
thit 12 néu ta bi nga tit trén cao xudng, ta sé chét." Quan linh
nghe duge, bam lai nha vua. Lap tic vua lién truyén dem cau bé
~1én mdt mém nii cao va x6 cau té xudng...
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But it wasn’t fifth brother that was pushed over — it was
sixth! Sixth brother’s legs stretched and stretched, until his feet
softly reached the bottom. His body was now higher than the
cliffsides! He then hopped back out and ran home. The troops
madly dashed after him.

Nhung, c4i diia bi x6 té d6 khong phai 1a cau bé th
~ nam, ma la dia em thi sqdu. Thang bé nay ci viéc dubi
) chan cho dai ra, dudi mai cho dén khi chan né chdm
.\, d4t. B4y gio thi nguoi né cao hon cd mém nii.

N6 ti tit co nguoi lai binh thuong
. va bd chay vé nha. Quan linh /_«
B dién cubng dudi theo.







In wild and hot pursuit, the Emperor was suddenly
blocked by seventh brother, who said, “As long as you ,ﬁ— s
do not throw me into the sea, I promise to obey you.”
Of course, he was at once knocked down, tied up, taken

i

out to sea, and tossed -- Sploosh! -- over the side.

Trong lic nha vua uat e rugt theo, thi cau bé thit bay
chan vua lai va tdu: " Néu ngai khong ném t6i xuéng bién,
thi t61 hiia sé tuan phuc ngai.” Nghe nhu vay, di nhién
vua truyén tréi cau bé lap tic va khiéng ra bo bién, lan
cau ta xudng nudc.
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Soon, the surface became quiet and calm. Not
a ripple. The Emperor broke into a big grin; he
believed his enemy was now fish food.

Suddenly there was a thunderous BOOM. The
ship’s bottom crunched down on the rocky ocean
floor. Where was all the water? Seventh brother
had sucked the ocean completely dry!

Chi trong giay lat, mat bién phang ling tré lai,
khong mét gon sé6ng. Nha vua phen nay méi cuoi
ha hé vi tin chic thang bé dang bién thanh méi
ngon cho ca.

Nhung bat ngo, mot tiéng Bum that 16n vang
lén. R rang 1a tiéng ddy tau cua vua via va vao
tang d4 duéi long bién. O kia! Nuébe dau hét ca roi?
Thi ra cau bé thi bay da hit sach nuée dai duong!










He strolled back to the shore, then turned
around with mouth spread wide. The water
exploded back out like a gigantic sea dragon,
shaking the earth.

Cau bé 1an tré lai bo bién, réi xoay nguoi, ha
miéng that 16n. Tiic thi nuéc ao ao phun ra
_ giong nhu tit miéng con Rong khong 16, lam
3 | rung chuyén ca mat dat.
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| | Monstrous waves rushed and roared, one second swallowing
up the ship, the next spitting it sky-high. A few moments later
the ship disappeared. Where did the Emperor and his ship go?
| Nobody knows.

roi nang bong chiéc tau d6 1én cao. Chi trong chéc 14t, khong thay
|| chiéc tau dau nita. Nha vua cung chiéc tau cua vua bién di dau?
Khoéng ai biét!

]
| ‘ Nhiing dot séng khung khiép gam thét 1én, tran vao tau cua vua,
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The sun began to shine like
gold, and its rays danced over the sea.

Now the seven magic brothers gathered
together again, shoulder to shoulder. They were
all of one heart, with no other wish but to live in peace B
and enjoy the cool ocean breeze. e =

1 . s oy F :
e e e e S

Mat troi 16 rang, chiéu 4nh sdng 6ng 4nh vang va nhiing tia
niang nhay mia trén mit bién. Bay anh em tap trung lai, vai ké
vai. Ho cung chung mot trai tim, cing chung mét uéc vong duy : i
nhat 1a duge séng an binh va thudng thic lan gié mat tu dai D _ -{
duong théi vao. B
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A long, long time ago, seven very special brothers were born. Each

had a special, magic power -- one was immensely strong, one had

powerful hearing, one was impossible to burn, one could drink an

ocean in a single gulp, one could grow as tall as a mountain, one
could not be cut, and one could dig through the earth faster than a
| mole.
% One day, the immensely strong brother saves the emperor from a

| - falling boulder as the emperor and his court parades by the boys’
f farm. But instead of being grateful, the evil emperor puts him in

s - .- ! i
i jail, jealous of his powers. The brother is to be killed the next

morning.

Using their special powers, the other brothers work together to save
him. Time and again the angry emperor is fooled and humiliated,

and in the end receives the punishment he deserves for his cruelty.
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