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« Niiy ! Pay la to bdo sang hom nay, ong thi

doc xem ».

Thai-Duy Itc dy, nhin qua ngwoi kia, thi trong
con mit dd hiéu pha dwoe mot déu, la ngwoi #v
cling gia trang nhu minh, lrong long tinh-nghi, tuwr
doan rang : Nguwoi ndyv khong phai trinh-tham ma
cting gia hinh, &y la mot déu dang nghi ma ciing
chace khong phm a nguoi lwong-thién. Irong thanh
Nitu-woe biel bao nhiéu ké gian, ma nha trinh-
tham mudn rinh do mot ké pham nao, dwoe mol
co-hoi nhw thé nay, thi cting dang thich. Chang
cim Lo bao eta nguoi kia dea cho, lam bo doc
qua mot hoi, nguoi kia ngoi da ngu, nhan th€ ma
anh ta dom duogc lwong tal, nhitng diéu anh 1a
khao-sat s¢ ke ra sau, that la ai ciing cho thian-
k§ \vhy. '

CHUO'NG THU SAU

Thai-Duy tinh cai nghé gia trang, nén chang da
oia thi khong ai biét, ma ciing vi tinh cai nghé do,
nen pham nguwoi nao cho khéo gia trang dén dau,
chang thay la bi€l ngay, khong nhirng bi¢t la gia
trang, ma lai biet thau cai chan-twdéng cua nguoi
ay ntra, ay maoi that la tai hon nguwoi chd! Dang

 lae do, Thai-Duy twong-twong ma ro dwoc cai

chin-mao cua nguoi do, lai thiy tay chan mém
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véu, bi¢t khong phai la ngwdi lao-dong. doan hiin
nguoi Ay la nguwoi lam gily-bac gid, cong viée
ctia n6 lam chiing qua ky tén gid, dé lira d6i nguoi
ta ma thoi, xem tay chin manh khanh do thi
biét. Mot chde Thai-Duy lai nghi riing : Ta voi
dira ndy, con phai gaip nhau mot noi khac nira.
Nght the roi ldy to bdo d6 dit bén chd ngwoi iy
ndm ma di, ngwoi Ay ngt mé khong thiy, khi tinh
diy thi thily to bao ¢ bén minh, ma ngudi ngoi
bén dd bién mat. o o

Thai-Duy’ lai té6i mol noi ving-vé khée, thay
quin do ra trong khae-hian khi ndly. Vao chd cii
thity ngudi 8y con ngu. Thai-Duy lén ng6i doi mol
chde, khi miit troi dd lin, ngwoi dy mdi gidy,
thiy ngudi ngo6i véi minh héi nidy di di dau mat,
trong long kinh-hai, 18y (o bdo bo. vao trong i
roi di thiang vé phia DPong, Thai-Duy Ién theo.
Nguwoi kia vio mot hiéu ca-phé. Thai-Duy cling vao
ngoi mot bén, ma ngwoi Ay khong biét 1a ai. Ngwoi
dy udng ca-ph¢ va dn banh, Thai-Duy ciing the,
lic ngo6i én, hai ngwodi chi 1y méat ngdé nhau,
khong noi mot ciau gi. Ngwoi kia chiu khong duoe,
bao Thai Duy ring :

« La chuwa ! Ong sao virt tién mua banh cii vay ».
Thai-Duy khong tra 101, eir ngéi ma ling, ngudi
ay lai hoi: « Tién-sinh sao ma budén vay? Chic
ngay hom nay, ¢o gip viée gi rui ro ching ?»

Thai-Duy noi : « Khong, ca doi toi, ngay nao
toi ciing nhw tht ».
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trong khong c6 dén, khong khae chi eai nha hoang
khong co6 nguwdoi o, ngudi dy vao trong da mot hic
ldu ciing khong thay anh-sang gi ca. Thai-Duy vi
dd hen nira dém lai giap nhau né6i chuyén, nén
khong vao nha @y, vé noi chuyén véi thiy la Gidi-
Tw, Giai-Tir mirng 1&m, bao Thai-Duy riing: « Con
al Néu con nén viée, thi dira niv hiin 1a dia lam
bac gidy gia do. Thanh Ntu-wée day thdy nhiéu
gifiy-gia, hiin chi ¢6 mot thing d6 ma thai, chiic
roi do ».

Thai-Duy néi : « Cai nwde thie hai caa toi la cdt
do cho dwoce cai chwrng xac-that, ding ciru ngudi
vO-toi & lrong nguc ma thoi ».

Ai ngd cai nguwoi ma Théai-Duy mudn thfim

chinh 1a nguwoi dy, lic noa dém gip lai, nguoi
#y noéi : « 1oi du'm, tién-sinh gmp chiac 161 lam

dvoc viée nhu nguyén cua 10i, va té6i cung tién-
sinh déu la nguwoi Anh, déu ghét nude My nay, thi
nén lam cai k¢ dy dé di cho thoat, song c6 mot déu
la : Tién-sinh phai thé trudc rang : «ddu khong
theo k€&, ciing khong dem noi voi ai ». Nhw th€ thi
t6i méi dem k€ &y noi cho tién-sinh nghe dwoec.

— Vang, toi khong phai nhw ai dau, tién-sinh
dirng ngai gi, nhwng téi xin hoi tién-sinh tén ho Ia
gi da.

— Khﬁng ean hoi nita, viéc chung ta ngay nay,
khéng ciin bitt tén nhau }am gl.

~ U phii, \‘\‘“J
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— Toi lie moi toi day ¢6 nguoi viét thwe gioi-
thi¢u cho nha ngan-hang kia, hom nay t6i din anh
toi nha ngan-hang &y noéi ring anh mdéi ¢ nwoe
Anh t6i, xin goi mot s6 ngan-phi¢n thi nha ngan-
hang chic phai hoan-nghénh, réi anh liy gidy gia
doi tien ma di, d€n khi viée co 10 ra, thi 1oi véi
anh ciing da t&i Mic-tay-kha roi. »

Thai-Duy khen la dié¢u ké.

Nguoi dy bén sam sira mot bo d6 ao My duwa
cho Thai-Duy, du bi di lam viée dy,

CHUONG THU’ BAY

Hom sau, Thai-Duy lai vao {rong nguc, thim
nang Ma-boi-T¢, durg séic ning hom nay buon ba
khac truoe, trong thity Thai-Duy co v lat 1€o. Thai-
Duy bi¢t y bao rang : Co dén bira nay c6 1€ ngbil
viée Ay da ky lam roi cho. |

— Phai.

— 1h& thi ¢6 vin mudn dé cho anh Cai-Tri
khong toi ma chiu oan hay sao ?

— Khong,téi ¢8t nhan ldy toi dé etrn nguwoi dy do.

— Co oi ! Toi day nghi ciing k¥ roi, co diu co
nhan toi, anh ta ciing khong khoi ddu, va ciling
la mot viec khong nha cho co, toi xin 16§, ¢6 cho
$6i hoi mot déun : Ong than ¢6 nay lam gi ?
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rdng c¢6 khéng danh chiu kho dé ciu cho chi cé

dau, that la (hlll kho dé ctru cho ngudi chﬁn-pham
d6 thei, the thi sao ¢6 khong bién k& ma cw gitr
Khu khw nhu vay ?

= Vay thi nguoi lam gidly gia &y la ai, tén ho la
gl, tién-sinh c6 biét khong ?

Thai-Duy nguyén khong bi€t tén nén tra 1o
rang : Sao lai khong bitl, nhung toi co6 noi voi co

diu. .

— [h€ thi tién-sinh (Ia gip A-1oa chua?

— Pa.

-— NO ¢6 nhén toi khong ?

— Sao ¢o lai hoi dé nhw vay ? Xua nay bon gian-
d6 khi nae chiu dem {0iné ma cio véi ngwoi khac
dau, néu nhu no chin tha é¢i thi ¢6 da ra khoi chd
nay lau réi, c6 dau nam mii trong nay, nén 16i noi
thue, viéc ay chi mét minh toi biét ma thoi.

- Tién-sinh mudn bat ngudi &y hay sao ?

— Phai, toi chi ngoi doi thi gio ma thoi. |

— Qi chao 0i, sao tlén-mnh khong c6 long
thwong ngudi Ui ndo?

— A-Toa la mét tén gian-ac, n€u khong trir no,
con lam hai cho xa-hoi con nhiéu, t6i xin hoi c¢od
mot diéu : Lam sao ma c6 khong ti€e than ¢6 dé lo
ciru mot nguoi gian-ac nhuw thé ?

— Tién-sinh nay da hiéu réi chd, A-Toa la chéng
chi téi, nén toi ciru no.

— A-To6a la nguwoi nwoe Anh, ¢6 cling & ngudi
lang no hay sao ?




s

— Khéng, lie ddu chi toi 18y né cling khdng bidt
nola d6 gian-hoiic, nhung ma tu-y 16i xét, thi hie
thi€u-nién, no ciing l4 con nha sang-trong nude
Anh, nhan bi an gi d6 mai tron qua nwée ta. Lue
két-than, hoiic-gia chi toi vi mot cai c¢o gi bit-dfc-
di, bire ma phai nghe, ch¢ khong phéi la ai tinh
chan-chanh.

— (0 noi phai, toi cling mong-ude loi noi co la
ding, nguoi ay két-than voi chi ¢, ma khong
ph_ﬁi boi ai-tinh, thi toi s€ bat enh ta bo giam trong
nguc ea doi, Co chwa bi€t hay sao, téi so-di cham
cham ma khéng mu6n phat viéc ra, 1a chi ¢0 etru
cho chi c6 do ma thoi.

— Cam on tién-sinh, gio tién-sinh hoi, 101 xin
noi that.

— Chi ¢6 lay ngwoi av, da bao-lau roi?

— Gdn mot nam nay.

— L& cudi ¢6 theo luat khéng ?

— Theo lvat. |

— Hai nguot e mai thanb-than tinh-hinh #n o
voil nhau thé nao ?

— Chi téi lue do moi 17 tuoi, giip A-Toéa trong
mol nha khéch - san, chi téi chi vi ¢ mudn lam
ddu nha sang-trong ma phai lon nguoi do.

-— Tinh-hinh trong nha c¢é ra the¢ nao?

— Cha to1 fruoce la mot nha buén giau da vé o
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nha-qué, tw-phung rit kiém-uwéde, c6 loi de bao
nhiéu, déu cho chi em t6i ca. Tir Wie chi toi giip
anh A-Toa, cha téi 14y lam dau long ldm, ma
t6i cling ldy lam khong vui, téi doi thanh Mén-
na qua thanh NGu-wde hoc dm-nhac, ma chi téi |
cung A-Toa ciing theo dén ddy. Chi toi lai thim 1
{6i, no6i chuyén am-luat, chi téi vin la nguwdi tai-
ba, hat hay khong miy nguwoi béing, téi thwong |
khen chi toi hat hay. A-T6éa ciing lai thim |
téi dd ba lin roi, téi xem con nguwdi, ngoal mét
t-t€ ma trong long tham-hiém, #n noi lwu-hoat
lim, mot hom anh ta bdo t6i rang: « Téi co mot
chuyén rui-ro rit 1ay lam buon, nhtmg khong lau
ciing thoat khoi dwoce ». Lai noi rang : « Téi bay
giy hién co it nhiéu bac-giity, nhurng may ‘bon chi
no chwa biét, n€u ho bi€t thi ho chay chan lay
ngay ». Réi lai noi: « Nha téi sap di trirdng hoc
ma thiu mot cai dao dep, van co bac ma khong
dam di mua, s¢ chii ng thily ma bit mit ».

|

Lai mot ngay chi toi lai thim toi, cting noéi voi
10i nhu 1ol A-Toéa noi trén kia ma nho t6i di mua
ho, toi that-tam dem nhirng bac-gidly chi toi dua
cho ma mua, vi toi khong biét la gia, chi dén khi
bi bfit m&i bi€t do thoi. Toéi nghi rang: Chi toi
voi nguoi chong di dong mot mwn  véi nhau ma
lam thé, nén toi khong nd dé cho luy dén chi Lo,

va toi da tu tay dem bac-gia ma dwa che nguoi la,
thi toi co6 bi toi, ciing la dang, cho nén 1ol tha
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nin 14ng danh long ma khéng chiu khai ra.

— Cu gia co c6 bidt chuyén dy khong ?

— C6 biét dau, cha toi tanh nghiém lai xéng ldm,
Pi khéng xem bao, thi ai dam dem chuyén Hy
ma noéi cho nghe dwoe, khong nhirng thé, cac
chiing ban toi ciing khong ai bigt vi¢e do, vi la mét
viéc khong ai ngo toi.
 — Téi biét roi, chéc co ciing khong noi tén that
ra dau,

— Phai, n€u nhw chi toi vo toi thi thoi, chi téi
ma phai toi, thi -t6i tha nam bep & trong nguc
nidy, cho khong chiu bi¢n-bach suw oan lam chi
nita, vy xin hoi tién-sinh : Chi t6i hén c6 khoi
101 dwge khong?

— Khong lo gi, chi ¢6 la bi A-Toa lira ma théi,
co to1 gi. |

— Tién-sinh noi ciing ¢o I8, chi toi cling c6 noi:
¢« Vé sau ma kiém dn dwoc thi khong mudn lam
ban véi con nguwoi &y ntra ». Xem th€ thi bi€t chi
t6i ciing khong thwong gi A-Toa dau, vo ching
ma did c6 ¥ mudn bo nhau, moi lam diéu gian
do.

— CoO noi phai, toi quy@ét hét sire ciru chi co
cung anh Cai-Tri.

Noi rof ra di.



CHUONG THO' TAM

Khi chang Théi - Duy da khing-khai hia véi

Ma-boi-Té vé viéc ctru giup, réi tir biét ma ra, thi
co ¥ tu-diic 1dm, cho sy minh tinh la khéng sai. Tuy
chang bi¢t nang Ma-boi-Té khong phdi that tén

14 th&, nhung ciing khong hoi tén that niva, vi

chang chiic rang cai an ndy thu cudce ¢ lrwde con
mit, khong cin phai do tham gi nira, mot nguwoi
thi€u-nién ma li¢u vi¢e nhuw vay, that la mot tay
tri dong trong doi vav!!

Thai-Duy lai sang tham Cai-Tri, Cai-Tri tr&ug
thdy mirng ro' lam, hai nguoi tro chuyén véi nhau
vui-vé, Thai-Duy b#ao Cai-Tri ring: «DPa e6 tin
mirng xin noi anh Dbi¢t: Anh s€ khéng lau thi
duge ra khoi cho niy, ma hudong cai tu-do cha
anh doy.

Cai-Tri hoi: The thi nang Ma-bhoi-Té thé nio?

— V& phiin ¢o6 thi ciing duge than oan ché khéng
chuyén gi. p=

— The€ thi tén chan-pham phai bi a?

- — Tén &y thi phai bo nguc-mai duge.

— Qua nhu 1o tién-sinh thi t6i mang on tién-
sinh ning lam, biét doi nao quén duge, nhung o
Ma-boi-Té c¢o6 noi gi dén chuyvén toi khéng 2 xin
tien-sinh thudt lai cho 16i nghe, thi téi cam on lam.,

— Mé-nwong noi tha lieu minh ma chét, cho
khong chiu d¢ cho anh phai toi oan, xem Y Ma-
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giay di moi 4o, sao lai khong thiy gi nira, ti€ng y 14
tiéng gi ? Noi vy dirng nhin mot hoi lau, roi lai
vao phong. Thai-Duy nhin k¥ nét mit ngedi Hy,
that gidong nang Ma-bhoi-Té, tu phé-binh mét minh
ring : 'Hai ngudi ciing déu qudc-sic ca hai, song
s0 bé sdc, thi ¢c6 niy lai la phin hon vay. Bang diu
Thai-Duy dinh ¢8 giap ¢6 4y ma hoi chuyén, dén
khi thily miit bit rdng c6 ¢6 dang rduv, lai khong néi
nita, visg co thiy nguwoi la mit méa co la to lén,
kinh-doéng d€n hang-x6m thi viée minh hdong ngay.
Hudng con gai dang Itie budn rin ma gip sw kinh-
héi, khong khoi sinh dau dwoe. Ngwdi eon gai
lic tror vao phong, lai phan-nan réng « Minb nghe
lim do», roi di vao ngay, khi @y Thai-Duy trit nghi
da k¥, do tay choang ngay lay nang, nang hét hon
ngd day nhw chim phai dan sat, mat xam nhuw tro.
Thai-Duy thily thé, lién bdo ring : « C6 dirng ngai
gi, toi vang loi nguoi em ¢o ma toi day, Loi so-
di lam cach duwong-dot nhw vay, la khong mudn
d8 co la to kinh-dong hang-xom do6 thoi, ¢ hién
o trong hoan-nan ma co khong bi¢t hay sao ? Toi
lai day 14 ¢Ot ctru ¢6, cO ¢6 biét khong ?

Noi ro6i buong tay, nguwdi con gai dan lim ma
noi rang : Toi chi so theé thoi.

— Co sochigi?

“— Toi so nguoi ta bi€t 16i ma bit toi do.

Khong dau, nguoi bi€t viee co, khong phai

Ja k¢ tha ¢o ma chinh l1a nguwoi mudn ciru ¢d
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— CoO Dai-Lan 6i! ¢6 ¢co6 mudn cho téi ndi that
cho cé nghe hay khong ? A-l1o6a khong phai la
nguwdi lwong-thién, coi nhw né lam cho em ¢6 bi
to1 ma no lai khdmg noi cho c¢o biet, thi no lap tam
th€ nao, khong noéi c¢o6 da 10 roi.

‘Bai-Lan nghe noi, nwde mat tam-ta than-the: ma
rdng : Sw ngay nay day, téi bi¢t dad lAu kia, cai
doan nhian-duyén nay toi tir lie ddn da ¢o tranh xa,
ma bi né dung cai thu-doan gian-gioi, nén toi phai
mic ma di theo né, cai toéi no da bit dau tir lae a6
r6i. N6 tuy cwdi toi lam vo ma cai tén that no, dén
bay gio 10i con chwra biét. Toi tu phan-nan cho toi
hong-nhan bac-mang, mic phai bom gia, minh
lam minh chiu, bi€t sao bay gi¢ ?

— Toi hoi déu ndy, xin ¢6 noéi that, n€u cd thay
cho em c6 ma chiu phat, thi 6ng chong ¢6 co dau
x6t khong 7

—~ Toi dd hiéu roéi, 161 xin noi that, t6i co
mudn lam vo mot diva gian-ac dau, hudng chi né
khong phéi la nguwoi tri-ky, t6i con tide gi ? va no
lam cho em toi bi giam, (6i lai cang tire 1dm. O,
déi nguoi kho chude, bi€t dai thi chira, toi lai toi-

tinh chi ma dem than ngan vang, goi vao giong hoi-

. tanh? t6i tinh-ngo roi, thoi toi di thu voi quan day,
— (€O noi that hop voi v t6i, nhwng khong cén
phdi ra tht quan lam gi.
~— Khong ra thu voi quan thi em 161 sao ma
dwoe tha,
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— Toi da lap cach dé bal no roi, co cir sip-sia
ma dem cai tu-do cua co vé la duoec.

— Ong béo gi the ?

— Theo phép -ludt nwaée ta, thi téi nguoi ay, phal
giam-cim ca doi, va lai nhw vo ngudi 4y ma vé
toi, thi cho phép ly-hon ma khong mit gi cai quyén
tw-do.

— Nhur tién-sinh noi thi hay lim. Song c¢6 mét
diéu: ngwoi dy la mot tay khong vira, tién-sinh phai
~cian-than cho lim madi duge, cho con toi day thi

da tinh-ngo roi, toi s€ tinh cach cho ra khoi tay
no.

— N&u ¢6 co6 wng thi toi s& bay cho e¢6 mét

Chll'(fi'c
cho dwoec viée.

CHUONG THU CHIN

Thai-Duy da dem cai k€ sach minh néi cho c¢oé
Dai-Lan nghe, r6i din c6 cir yén-ling, dirng co
trdng - trai ma lam hong ca cong - viée dd gin
thanh. Noi réi ra vé, c6 v vui-vé. Doi dén ki-
hen, qua tim A-Toa, A - Toéa din téi mét ché
quan - khach; trao b do 4o mii cho anh fa
miic, gidong nhw mot cdu cong-tir. Poi trang xong
réi, so voi hoi trede nhwe 14 hai nguoi, khong ai.
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biét la ai nira, A-Toa mirng lim, hen dén sang sém
ngay mai thi di.

Sang ngay mai, Thai Duy vao ngay trong nguc,
thim nang Ma-boi-Té, noi ring : Toi da gdp chi
¢ roi, chi ¢6 that nguwoi vo toi. SO 1a nang bi A-
Toa lira phinh, khong biét bac iy la gia, tirc nhw
¢6 bi bat giam day ma nang ciing khong bi€t
gi ca. |

- Nglfe tién-sinh noi, t61 moé1 yén long mot thi.
- Théai-Duy méi dem diu duoi viée trinh-tham, ké
can-ké cho nang Ma-boi-Té nghe, nang Ma-boi-Té
nghe rd, trong long vui-vé lam, nhan hoi rang:

« The thi chang Cai-Tri ciing chac dwgc tha, nhung
toi khong hiéu vi ¢ gi ma chang danh chiu & tu,
dé ciru toi cho khoi t6i ? »

Thai-Duy noi: Anh ta da néi voi toi roi. Tir
khi anh ta thiy co, thi bi€ét co la nguoi vo toi.
Thay mot ngudi con gai khong toi ma bi ¢ nguc,
long anh ta khong danh, vi th€ nén chiu khé ma
ciru co.

— Co6 dau ? Tién-sinh noéi qua, thién-ha dau coé
viéc nhu vay ? Nang noi dén do do mit, cuii dau lam
thinh m¢t hoi lau. Thai-Duy thily vay noi réng :

¢Co cir yén long cho doi, nay mai toi s€ (¢i
tham »,
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CHUONG THU MUOl

Thai-Duy véi A-Toa hen nhau tir trwde, nay da
dén gio, hai nguwoi déu dén, cip nhau ma di, vao
mot nha ngan-hang, ngwoi trong nha-bing thdy,
ai cting kinh trong, mung ma khong nghi gi ca,
lién viét gidly khoan dwa cho. Ra vé, A-10a moi

Thai-Duy dén mdét hiang rwou an com trua, A-Toa

cwdi ma noi ring: « Bén muoi tam gio dong-hd
nira thi chiing ta sé ¢6 mot so tién thu-nhap bdn
muwoi van dong bac, xong vi¢e roi toi véi anh ro

vé nwrde Anh. Khi ay ta sé cang nhau cuoi ngudi

nwroe My nidy dai nhw con vat vay ».

Thai-Duy da cuwoi tham rang A-Toa dai, va lai
ghét cau noi vo-lé, tra loi rang: Lay ngwdi Anh
ma lira gioi ngudi MY, that 1a mot sw dé nhat,

—U phai, toi diiu chi anh, chinh toi Tira ngudi MY,
khong phai mot lan nav dau. 16i lai ¢o du duwoc

mot & con gai dep lam vo, nhung toi & nwée Anh
van ¢6 vo réi, nay toi da chan con vo M§, mudn

dem tién bac ndy vé, roi day toi s€ dan anh 6i
bit tay nha-toi ¢ bén nha.

— Anh da lau khong vé, chi &v 0 nha con ¢é cdi
long hoan-nghinh khong ?

-~ Anh noi gi thé ?

A-10a noi xong, hai anh cting nhan cvoi to lén,
dn roi, hai ngwoi (v biét nhau. A-Toa lai hen sé
hoi tai mot chd nao diy, Thai- Duy vang 1oi vé€,

i
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 Thai-Duy vé&, cai trang lai ra di thing t&i nha

ngan-hang, bio 6ng chu ngan-hang riing : C6 mol

ngwoi khach giau tén la A-Toa, ong co blﬁt nguoi

ay khong ?

— Biét ldm chir, ong ta qua lai day luén. .

— Sém hom nay, anh ta ¢6 dem mot nguoi
chii-nha oi day c6 khong? |
- — Co. -

— Ong thir xem di¢n mao 16i xem.

Lac Thai-Duy noi, thi anh ta di ddi-binh i,
nguwoi chii ngan-hang ngac-nhién hoi Thai- Duy
ring : «La that! la that! sao vay ? xin tién-
sinh noi cho nghe da nao ».

Thai-Duy ngoi vén, thong tha bao ngwdi chu
rang : Toi chinh la trinh=tham day.

— Lam sao ?

— Nguaoi di voi A-tda toi day khi mai, c¢6 phai
la 16i khong 7 ¢6 phai toi voi lao ay dem bac-giay
Anh dén goi nha ngan-hang nay khong ?

— That nhw 161 tién-sinh noé6i, song 161 ¢on ¢o
ché khong hicéu duwoe, nén rit 1y lam la, Xin tién-
sinh noi ro, thi toéi cam on lam.

— A-toa la mot tén vo-lai, mwon ecdi tén o1 dé
lira nha ngan-hang 6ng may van bac do thoi.

— Th€ thi téi phai bat tén dc-nhin ndy ma kién
voi quan mai duge, toi cam on lurn-mnh da dmn

diéu 8y ma bao cho toi.
— Khong c¢iin lam thé, dén ngay mai, tén iy sé

\
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di'voi toi lai-day, ong dirng dwa bac, chi cho no
cal xiéng-sat cua linh canh-sat, thi no (’;ha_',;r dau ma
khoi toi duoc. |

— Vang, toi xin du-bi-nhw loi tién-sinh da day.

— Thoi, ong da bidt viéc roéi, toi xin cdo.

Ngay mai A-toa y hen dén ché no giip Thai-Duy,

L

cH v vui vé lam, dwra gifly bac cho Thai-Duy, Thai-

Duy cam xem mot lic lau, cling kﬁﬁmg nhan ra

chut gi la gia, bao rang : |

Gidly niy lam thwe tinh-xdo, khong ai biét,la
gia, toi xin anh noi that ai lam ?

— Toéi lam cho ai.

— Ai ky tén ?

— (Ciing t61 cho ai.

Thai-Duy khen mdi, réi cing nhau toi nha ngan-
hang. A-1da ngoi chire & ngoai, mot minh Thai-Duy
viao, mot chit bude ra, A-Toa hoi : eduwoe khong» ?

-~ Buge, duy nha chii ngan-hang liy ¢é rang toi
la ngwdi la nén khong chiu dwa dén mot van bac,
anh phai di vio vdi 16i thi nhan duoc.

— Toi ¢o ngai mot chut.

— Vay thi lam sao ? :

—Buoe, toi di siip dit mot cach san-sang, bac da
vio i, thi xudng thu vé Anh lién, ciing khong
can gi», ; :
- Noi xong cung Thai-Duy di vao, chu ngan-hang
tidp mot cach vui-vé lam.

A-Toa ky tén trao cho ngwdi lam viéc nha ngan-
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hang, ngudi lam viée xem di xem ‘lai k¥-cing, roi
bao anh thu=ky ring: « sip diit cho mau ».

A-10a nghe cau né6i-da biét v roi, mudn vuot
chay ra cira, méi vira xoay lrng mudn chay, bi
Thai-Duy ldy mot cai chan ngin dwong. A-Toa
nga xudng bi biat. Nguyén trong nha da co trinh-
“tham phuc san, nén A-Toa ¢! ay khong khoi. Lue
Ay Thai-Duy da déi do do thurdng, ma ban do trinh-
. lhdm, bao A-Toa rang :

« A-Toa tién - sinh nay : ngudi My toi that dé
ltra nhi ! »

A-Toa khong tra loi, chi phan-nan minh khéng
¢O cdi tri biét ngwdi ma thoi.

Khi A-Toa tdi quan chiu tha-nhdn ca, va khai
rang : viéec nang Ma-boi-Té 1a tai anh ta lam ca. Ma-
nwong va Cai-Tri hai nguoi tire thoi dugce tha,
chiéu bira iy Ma-nwong vé thim chi va hen voi Cai-
Tri déu dén, ba ngwoi giip nhau mirng-mirng tai-
tai, Ma-nwong hoi Cai-Tri rang :

— Tién-sinh sao lai ciru toi ?

— Toi biét nir-lang 1a v 16i.

— Saé6 tién-sinh bi&t ?

— Troi 42 dem cai sur vo-16i ké ro trén nét mit
cO, nén toi trong thaly thi bi€t ngay. Téi tén la A-
Doi, hoc nghé thay cai, con nha vong-t6c, cha me
mat som, than-thich khéng ai, troc loc mét than,
cha me dé di-san lai cling nhiéu, song 10i nghi:
hién trong doi ndy khong c6 ai bhi€t minh, thi cé
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minh ciing thira ma khéng cé minh ciing khéng
thi€u, nén thily nang bi nan ma quy€t liéu minh
clru-giap, may sao roi cling chiu nguwoi ma thanh
s dwrge, nang ¢o nén mirng cho téi khong ? Song
vé cai an ndy 16i that cAm on 6ng thi®u-nién trinh-
tham do lidm. Ong Ay that 1a ban tél, that la ruot-
thil ciia toi vay. ;

Khi A-Toéa tha khai roi, phai ehiu t6i ngay.

Chi nang Ma-boi-Té¢ lam gifly ly-hon ma duge
gquyén tu-do-nhw cii. Giai-Tir thily hoc tro minh la
Thai-True-Truy, liéu viée hay tring, ma lai ¢6 thu-
doan co-canh, suy-nghi ky-cang, hen rang ngay
sau s€ thanh mot nha trinh-tham ¢o tiéng.

Tir cai an ay k&t roi, Ma-boi-Té cam on Cai-Tri,
va bi¢l anh ta la ngudi nghia-hiép, bing long k&t
lam vo chong. Nguoi ta lai bao rang nang Dai-
Lan voi Thai-True-Truy ciling mot doi tot, hai
ngroi iy cting nén k&t vo-chong.

Dic¢u 2y cling nhién ngudi noi, viéc ay thanh,
khong, thé nao ky-gia khong chic, song lay 1€ troi
khong dung ke gian, khong phu nguwoil ngay ma
suy, mol ciip ndy ciing dang la trai anh-hing gai
thuyén-quyén, thi ¢o 1€ ciing cho phi nguyén sanh
phuong, dep duvén ¢di rong maéi phai.
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