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Cuén sdach nay dwoc gidi thiéu ¢ dday nham chia sé cho nhitng ban khéng

co diéu kién mua sdach.

Con néu ban co kha nang hay mua sach ung ho nha!
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Gidi thiéu
LIEN MINH CHET CHOC

Chi ¢6 mot qui luat duy nhat dé tim kiém 39 manh moéi trén thé giéi:
KHONG TIN BAT CU AL Sau Vienna 1a Nhat Ban, cudc san dudi luc nay
da tro nén khoc liét budc Amy Cahill va Dan phai gia vo lién két véoi ngudi
chu khong méy dang tin - Alistair.

Amy va Dan khéng con lua chon nao khac, ddy 13 co hoi duy nhét giap
ching tim ra manh moi thir ba. Amy va Dan s€ doi phd nhu thé nao khi
ding nhu qui luat dong ho Cahill: tin nguodi trong ho hang chang khac gi tu
sat.
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CHUONG 1

BON CHUNG PANG GAP RAC ROI LON

Amy Cahill déi mat theo chiéc tai vai len mau den ta toi dang duoc cong
kénh trén bing tai hanh 1y. Cac goc tii déu phong ciang. Tam bién ¢ phia
trén bang chuyén c6 dong chit CAM ON QUY KHACH PA DEN
VENICE: CHUNG TOI SE TIEN HANH KIEM TRA NGAU NHIEN
HANH LY DA QUA KIEM SOAT duoc viét bang nim thir tiéng.

“0, tuyét nhi,” Amy ndi. “Ngau nhién dén ddu méi 1a ‘ngau nhién’?”

“Em ndi chi rdi, chién binh ninja phai ludn gitr gwom trong hanh 1y xach
tay,” Cau em Dan, nhan vat trong tinh trang “thi€u nao thuong ky” da tu lau
lam 161, thi tham vé1 Amy.

“Xin 16i nhé, ngai Jackie Chan. Nhung hanh 1y xach tay thi luén luén bi soi
tia X day,” Amy thi thim dap lai 10i nd. “Van co6 nhimng luat 18 bo sung dic
biét dugc dem ap dung cho nhitng thanh gwom vo si dao nam trong ba I6.
Ngay ca khi chiing thudc quyén s& hitu ctia nhitng dta tré 11 tudi vira coi
coc vira mac chimg hoang tudng, luén nghi minh 1a ninja.

“Dung may cay do dé ‘thai mon bé phd mai parmesan’ thi c6 gi sai nao?”
y y 14 2 4
Dan bdo. “Lam thé qua 6n. Nguoi Y sanh d&n ma.”

“Ong em c6 hiéu ‘nam khdam tir 5 d&én 20 nam, no parole[1] 14 gi khong?”
[1] “Mién néi thém”, tiéng Y - Anh.

Dan nhun vai. N6 nang chiéc 16ng mat ludi 1én, bén trong chira con méo
Mau A1 Cap hét stic cau kinh dang quan sat cu cau véi anh mat ho nghi.

“Bai bai Saladin,” Dan hat hudng vao trong chiéc 16ng. “Hay nhé, khi
chung ta t&1 duge Tokyo ro1i... s€ ¢6 sushi ca hong moi d€m cho may!”
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“Meo?” Con Saladin rén ri trong 16ng lic Dan nhe nhang dat né 1én bang
chuyén.

“Mmmmm, hmmm, ... 4 4 aaaaaa!” Pang sau chung cat 1én mot tiéng rit
nhu c6 ké bi bop ¢6. Du moi ngudi xung quanh déu quay sang va chimg
kién canh tuong iy véi thai do canh giac, song Amy va Dan thira biét do
khong 1a ai khic ngoai c6 nang au pair, Nellie Gomez, dang mtia may theo
mot giai diéu phat ra tir chiéc iPod mang theo. Mot trong vo sb thir hay ho
vé Nellie Gomez, d6 1a ¢6 nang chang budn quan tdm rang giong hat cta
minh nghe nhu tiéng con chon meerkat[2] dang hoi hap héi.

[2] Meerkat: La mot loai dong vdt co vu nho, la thanh vién cua ho ccfy
Mangut. Meerkat song trong tat ca cdac khu vwc cua sa mac kalahari o
Botswana va Nam Phi.

Amy nhin theo chiéc 16ng dén khi n6 mat hut trong khoang chtra hang. Néu
nhan vién san bay ki€ém tra chiéc tui thi chac chan s€ c6 bdo dong. Nhirng
tay canh sat Y ho hét. Amy, Dan va Nellie s€ phai bo chay.

Ca ba chang la 1dm gi chuyén nay. Dao gan ddy ca bon di phai chay rat
nhiéu. Do 1a tir lac hai chi em chip nhan cudc thir thach trong di chic ma
Grace dé lai. Vi chuyén nay, Dan va Amy phai dén trang vién ¢
Massachusetts ctia ba - va ngay sau day ca trang vién chim trong bién lira.
R&i thi, ca hai suyt nira thi mét mang trong vu sap toa nha ¢ Philadelphia, bi
nhitng thay tu & Ao tin cong, bi nhitng chiéc thuyén truy dudi trén kénh dao
& Venice. Ca hai da tr¢ thanh dich ngam cho nhiing trd lira ban thiu tir moi
chi toc cua gia dinh Cahill.

Choc chdc - ¢6 khi cir khoang ba gidy - Amy lai tu hoi vi cai li do quai quy
gi ma ca hai phai 1am chuyén nay. N6 va Dan c6 thé chon cach bo tii mbi
dira mot triéu do la ngon lanh, nhu rat nhiéu thanh vién khac cua gia dinh
Cahill da chon. Thé nhung Grace lai cho ching mot co hoi khac: cudc dua
tai tim kiém 39 manh mdi ddn dén mét bi mat d3 dugc chén vui sudt nhiéu
thé ky qua, ngudn strc manh vo song nhat ma thé gian timg biét dén.

https://tieulun.hopto.org



Ngay trude sy kién d6, Amy va Dan van c6 mdt cudc séng kha u nham té,
tam thuong. Sau khi cha me hai dtra qua doi bay nam vé trudc, ba tré
Beatrice gat gong di mang chung vé nudi - va thi hay ho duy nhat ma ba
ting 1am duoc dén gio 14 da thué Nellie vé lam viéc. Nhung gio dy ca hai
da biét minh thudc vé mét cai gi do to tat hon rat nhiéu, mot dai gia dinh
ctia nhiing vi to tong nhu Ben Franklin va Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Nhu
thé tat ca nhitng bac thién tai trén thé gian déu 1a ngudi nha Cahill. Piéu
nay ciing tuyét lam chu.

“Chi Amy, c6 bao gio chi mudn, kiéu nhu, vao trong bang chuyén dé coi
trong do co gi khong? Kiéu nhu, ‘Ne, dung quan tam to1 to1, to1 chi dang
lang thang v61 m& hanh 1y tho1’?”

Dan cat ngang dong suy nghi ctia no.

“Théi di!” Amy giang lay tay cdu nhoc va ca hai di thang dén cong khoi
hanh. Nellie bam sat phia sau, mot tay xoay nut di€éu khién chiéc iPod va
tay kia chinh stra cai khuyén hinh ran trén miii minh.

Amy nhin chiéc déng hd & san bay. 2 gio 13 phit. Chuyén bay theo lich s&
xudt phét lac 2 gid 37 phat. Chuyén bay qudc té. Hanh khach phai c6 mat ¢
san bay hai gio #rude khi may bay cat canh, chi khong phai 24 phut.
“Ching ta sé& tré mat!” Amy lo lang.

Gio thi ca ba dang chay that nhanh dén cong s6 4, lach qua nhitng hanh
khach khac. “Chac bon ho s€ khong tim dugc Rufus va Remus, nhi?” Dan
noi véi theo Amy.

“Rufus va Remus 1a ai?” Amy hdi.

“Hai thanh guom d6!” Dan ddp tén chung theo tén hai ngudi sang lap ra
nude Y.”

“Do 1a Romulus va Remus,” Amy xi mot tieng. “Bon ho sang 1ap ra thanh
Rome. Va dung bao gio noi céi tir dé ra nhe ong!”
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“Rome a?”

“Khong phai - gd-u-o-mo-uom.” Amy ha giong that thap khi ca bon dén
dugc phia sau mdt hang kiém soat an ninh dai thuot. “Co mudn ca dam bi
vao to-u-tu-huyén khong ha?”

“AC éc.7’

“O-6-06-0..” Nellie lai rén ri sai bét nhip theo mot ban punk nao do
khong thé hinh dung ra.

Hang kiém soat duong nhu kéo dai dén tan 32 gio dong ho. Khoan té nhat
v6i Amy, luc nao cling vay, 1a phai coi chiéc day chuyén ngoc bich ra trude
khi di qua may quét. Con bé khong thich phai ro1 xa nd du chi mot phut.
Khi di xong xudi, dong ho diém 2 gio 31 phut. Ca ba lao that nhanh xuéng
hanh lang dai huéng vé phia cong.

“Pé nghi tat ca hanh khach con lai di chuyén bay cta hiang Hang khong
Nhat Ban, s6 hiéu 807 t6i Tokyo, dén cé)ng s6 4,” Mot giong Anh dic sét
phat ra tir hé thong loa phong thanh. “Vui long chuan bi san vé trén tay, va...
xin chaoo00000 tam biét!”

Ca ba dung lai ¢ cudi mot hang, ngay sau mot dira nhoc dang khut khit. N6
quay lai va twong mot cai hat hoi thang vao Nellie. “Ui. Can than chut

nao?” Co nang la 1én va chui canh tay vao ong tay.

“C6 ai thay vé may bay ctia em dau khong?” Dan hoi trong luc luc tung tdi
cua no.

“Xai cua chi day neee,” Nellie le nhe. “Pay gi miii.”

“Thir kiém trong cudn sach xem,” Amy vura no1 vira chi vao quyén sach bia
cung tho ra khoi tii quan sau cua Dan.

N rat ra quyén Nhitng phim hai kinh dién moi thoi dai c6 mot trang gap lai
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lam dau. N6 di tho duoc quyén nay ¢ ghé sau chiéc taxi trén duong dén san
bay. Vé may bay danh dau trang s6 93. “Po la mot thé gioi dién, dién, dién,
dién khung/3],” Dan noi.

[3] Tén b6 phim hai kinh dién cia My nam 1963 cia dao dién Stanley
Kramer.

“Quan sat thong minh nhat trong ngay cta em d6,” Amy choc no.

“P6 1a tén mot bo phim,” Dan tra 10i. “Em dang doc. Cot truyén qua hay...”
“Xin moi budc 1én - xin chao quy khach!” Co tiép vién toc vang hoat bat
v6i chiéc tai nghe cua hang Hang khong Nhat Ban ctr dong dua moi khi cii
dau chao khach. Co6 dang deo thé tén vd1 dong chir I. RINALDI.

Nellie dua vé cho c6 tiép vién va di vao duong ham udn luwon din téi
khoang may bay. “Hai dura, khong quéa kho dau,” C6 nang goi vdi ra bén

ngoai noi chi em né dang dung.

Dan chia vé may bay cho c0 tiép vién. “Do6 1a mot bd phim rat hai. Véi du
cac dién vién hai ngay xua, di tim kho bau...”

“Xin 161 chi, thang bé c6 van d€,” Amy ndi voi ¢ ti€p vién, tay chia vé may
bay va thic cdu nhoéc tién veé phia duong ham.

Thé nhung Rinaldi bong di thang ra tru’oc hai dra va chian duong chung lai.
“Un momento[4]? " C6 ndi, mié€ng ¢d nin mot nu cudi than thién kiéu hang
khong trong khi tai dang lang nghe trao doi tir b dam. “Si ... ah, si si si si...
buono[5],” C6 nbd1 vao o6ng nghe may bo dam.

[4] “Cho mét chit”, tiéng Y.

[5] “Ving, a... vang, tét”, tiéng Y.

Doan, nhin vai véi Dan va Amy, co tiép vién no6i, “Hai em vui long di theo

t01?”

https://tieulun.hopto.org



Khi ca hai di theo c6 vé mot goc, Amy ¢6 stc tran tinh khong dé minh run.
Hai thanh guom. Nguoi ta da tim ra hai thanh guom r61.

Dan givong cip mat ngdy tho vo s6 toi nhin chi né. Péi khi chi can nhin
vao Dan la Amy biét dich xac cau nhoc dang nghi gi trong dau.

C6 1é chiing ta nén chay, mat né dang noi.
U, nhung chay di dau? Amy tra 10i trong yén lang.

Em sé ding chiéu diéu khién y nghi ciia ninja dé bién minh thanh vé hinh,
n6 dang nghi.

Muén lam vdy ciing can PHAI CO cdi dau, Amy trimg mat nhin thang em.

Nellie tho dau ra khoi cira duong ham. “Cé chuyén gi vay?” Co6 nang thac
mac.

“La thu tuc tho1,” Rinaldi né1 vong ra, ro61 xoay nguoi vé phia Dan va Amy.
“Cap trén cua t61 no1 day chi 1a kiém soat ngau nhién. Hai em vui long cho
cho burc twrong nay nhe?”

Co voi v chay di, tay cam cidp vé may bay, va bién mat sau mot goc nha.
Tir phia trong duong ham, mot tiép vién khac goi Nellie, “Xin vui long vé
chd. Xin quy khach dung lo, may bay s€ khong cat canh néu van chua du

hanh khach.”

“Minh ghét san bay.” Nellie nhdy mat va quay tré lai duong ra may bay.
“Gap hai dra sau nha. Chi s€ chtra lai mgt bich dau phong.”

Khi Nellie di réi, Amy rit Ién v&i nhéc Dan, “Biét ngay ma - bon ho da

kiém tra tai cua em. Ho s€ quan thic hai dra minh, r61 thi lién lac véi ba
Beatrice, va day s€ la 1an cu6i cung chung ta con gap Nellie...”
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“Chi b6t u d&m di c6 duoc khong?” Dan cu lai. “Chang ta s€ noi 1a ai docho
thanh guo... - 1a cai ma ai cling biét 1a gi d6 - vao tai. Chung ta chua thay no
1an nao hét. Ching ta 13 con nit. Nguoi ta tin con nit. Hon nira, ¢ khi bon
ho vdn chwa kiém tra hanh 1y cta ching ta. Biét dau chi 1a kiém tra ho
chiéu thém mot lan nita dé van c6 thé cho ai d6 xau oi 1a xau duoc phép 1én
may bay...”

Amy huych khuyu tay vao suon no.

“Théng bao hanh khach 1én méy bay chuyén 807 di Tokyo, cong s6 4, lan
cudi cung!” Giong néi lai vang 1én.

Mot tiép vién khac dang dit mot dai ruy bang ngin cach phia trude duong
ham dan vao may bay.

Gio thi Amy thay cang thang. May bay khong thé tri hodn chuyén bay mai
duoc. “Chiing ta phai gip chi tiép vién d6 - chi Rinaldi,” N6 giuc. “Pi nao!”

Amy chup tay Dan va ca hai chay hoc téc dén goc nha lac nay.

Vit! Hai dra cham tran mot cdp khac ciing dang chay nhanh vé phia cong.
Amy nhay né sang mot bén, trong phat chdc lan giod tat vao ngudi con bé.
N6 va phai Dan lam thang nhoc suyt nita té han xudng san nha. “Cai
quai...?” Dan kéu lén.

Hai ké la mat dang quan trong hai chiéc 40 mang t6 dai cham dat, c6 4o cao
che lap khudén mit. Mot trong hai dra mang giay tay den loai dat tién, dira
con lai mang gidy thé thao nam d4 quy. Khi cé hai lao qua Dan va Amy, tay
ching huo hai tAm vé trong khong trung, mot dira kéu to, “Tranh ra nao!”

Amy nhan ra giong noéi d6. N6 chup ldy Dan va quay ngoat lai. Hai ké la
mit dang nam dai phan cach, kéo n6 sang mot bén. “Chd da!” Amy la lén.

Mot nhan vién hang khong ciing thét 1én, chay that nhanh dén ngin chung
lai. Hai ké la mdt dirng lai mot céach lich sy va chia vé cho nguoi nhan vién.
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Sau khi nhanh chéng soat vé, ong ta gat dau va chin dai phan cach tro lai.
“Chuc Amy va Dan thuong 16 binh an,” Ong noi.

Hai hanh khach budc vao cong duong ham va ngay tirc khac ngoanh mat
lai. Ching bé c6 40 xudng va cuoi toe toé

Amy ha hoc miéng khi thay d6 khong phai ai khac ma chinh 1a bon ho hang
cua minh, hai doi thu trong cudc tim kiém 39 manh moi, mot cap doi ma su
ban thiu cua chung chi dung sau su giau sang va lau ca.

“Sayonara[6], i ngdc!” Ian va Natalie Kabra dong thanh hat.

[6] “Tam biét”, tiéng Nhdt.
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CHUONG 2

“CHAN CHUNG LAI!'” DAN, Amy lao thang vé phia duong hiam va hét to
hét mirc c6 thé.

Ngay lap tirc, nhan vién cua chuyén bay chdn chung lai. “Xin cho xem vé,
per favore[1]?”" Ong yéu cau, khuon mat vira ngac nhién vira buc tirec.

[1] “Vui long”, tiéng Y.
Amy v6 vong dimg nhin Ian va Natalie mat hut trong dudng ham dai nhang.

Ca hai nghe thay tiéng khoang mdy bay dong lai, mot tiéng dp vo tri vo giac
phat ra.

“Bon chung... bon chiing 1a bon Kabra!” Dan phan tran. “Bon Kabra doc 4c.
Famoso, evillo, Kabritos[2]! Bon chung dang bat coc au pair cua hai dira
con lam con tin!”

[2] Tiéng Y ciia Dan, tam dich: “Néi tiéng, déc dc, bon Kabra ching né.”

Khi ddm dong to mo tap trung dong hon, nguodi nhan vién ldp lai, “Khong
cO vé sao?”

Ong ta nhin thang vao Amy. Dan nhin sang chi, cip mat né nhu thét 1én
trong cam lang, Chi la dira lon hon - lam gi do di cho'!

Nhitng y nghi ctt cong kich lién tuc vao ndo ctia Amy twa nhu mot show
dién dén laser bi dit quang. Lam sao bon Kabra lai c6 mit ¢ day? No va
Dan d3 bo mic hai dira nam bét tinh trong cin phong am i chdy ¢ tan
Venice co ma. Ai da giup chiung? Lam sao bon ching binh phuc nhanh nhu
vay? Lam sao bon chiing cudm dugc vé may bay cta chung ta?
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Moi nguoi d6 dén anh nhin vé phia Amy. Ca san bay. N6 ghét ngudi khac
nhin cham chdp vao minh. N6 con ghét hon nita khi chuyén b& mit nay la
do bon nha Kabra gay ra. Lic nao hai dua kia ciling di trude chi em n6 mot
budc, ludn gan hon v6i dau mbi dan dén bi mat cia gia dinh Cahill. Du cho
Dan va Amy c¢6 ¢ gang dén dau ching nita, bon Kabra van luén thong
minh hon, nhanh nhen hon, ngon lanh hon - va doc ac hon. Hai anh em nha
Kabra dang d()ng gia lam Dan va Amy. Ching sip sira phuc kich mot au
pair khong c¢6 lay manh giap phong than Lam sao Amy c6 thé néi bang hét
nhu:ng diéu nay ra? N6 mo miéng, c6 gang, nhung khong thanh. C6 qua
nhiéu cap mat. Con bé cam tudng nhu c6 ai d6 di cot béng hét day thanh
quan ctia minh lai. Khong mét tiéng noi ndo phat ra duoc.

“Thoi dugce, cdm on Amy,” Dan noi. “A, cht nhin di - chd si quan - hai dua
n6 d6? Hai dra nha Kabra d6? RO rang 1a mdt trai mot gai dung khong? Hai
dtra n6 da gia dang tui con, chti hiéu khong? Comprendo[3]? Vé ghi Cahill
nhung chiing khong phai 14 Cahill - ttc 1a vé 1y thuyét thi diing, nhung bon
chtng thudc vé mot chi khac trong gia dinh, 1a Janus, a khong... 1a Lucian,
va hai dra con cling khong biét minh 13 ai, tic 13 chi ndo, nhung tat ca déu
la ba con vé1 nhau - gi thi gi, tat ca déu lién quan vao mdt thi, a tirc 1a mot
kiéu d4u véi nhau dé thuc hién di chic cua ba ngoai tui con dé lai, co thé
noi vay cling dugc, nhung chuyén dai 1am va PHAI NGAN TUI NO LAI!
PRONTO[4]!™”

[3] Ch hiéu khéng, tiéng Y.

[4] “Mau lén”, tiéng Y.

“Rat tiéc,” Vién si quan dap, “Néu ca hai khong c6 vé...”

Amy nam lay tay Dan. Cr thé ndy ciing chang di t&i dau. Trudc tién ca hai
phai tim bang dugc c6 Rinaldi - hay cap trén da cho 1€nh tri¢u tap co nay.
Nhan vat do phai c6 quyén hon tat ca moi nguol & day. Biét dau van con

mot co may nao do. Coé thé ca hai s€ ngan dugc may bay cat canh.

Thé 12 hai dira lai chay vé géc nha va luon tiép mot vong. Ching lao that
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nhanh dén chd ca hai da cham tran v&i bon Kabra, va ngay 1ap tirc c6 mat &
hanh lang trung tdm. Tir dang xa c6 thé quan sat duoc mot diy ctra hang.
Phia bén phai 14 phong thiét bi va mot canh cira kinh c6 hang chit KHONG
PHAN SU MIEN VAO.

Bén trai chung 1a mot top nguoi hiéu ky dang vy quanh cira ra vao phong
vé sinh nit. O d6 c6 doi nhan vién y té xuat hién va khiéng ra mét phu nir
dang nam trén bang ca. Canh sat tir moi phia chay dén ho tro.

Hon loan. Hon loan toan tap. Amy thy cing thang khi chung kién hang
dong nguoi luc n6 bang qua, chi mong tim thay mot khuén méat quen thude
nao do.

Kia roi.

Hinh anh mot mai téc vang x0a ngang vai thodng qua lam Amy quay sang
bén phai. “Dan, nhin kia!”

“Q, gio thi chi c6 thé no6i duoce roi d6 ha,” Dan mia mai. “Cai gi nao?”

Pang bing xuyén qua dam déng 1a mot phu nit dang cao cao trong bd dong
phuc Hang khong Nhat Ban ngoai cd.

Déng ngudi quen thudc dén ndi dd mé toang khoa cho giong noi to hét cd
ciua Amy. “IRINA!” Co bé thét 1én.

Khéng thé nao 1an dugc, Irina Spasky - cai bo dang cimg cong tir hoi &
quan doi, cr dong cua hai vai nho6 1én nhon hodat nhu dao mdi khi & bude di.
Irina 1a moQt thanh vién khac cua gia dinh Cahill cling dang trén dudng tim
kiém 39 manh mdi. Ciling nhu hai dua Ian va Natalie, a rat doc ac. Song
khong nhu Ian va Natalie, a timg dugc KGB huan luyén 1am gian diép.

Irina khong quay lai. A khong 16 ra bat ky dau hiéu ndo cho thay da nghe
duoc tiéng kéu cia Amy, ngoai trir viéc sai chan nhanh hon.

ROi 4 bién mat hit vao dam déng nhu thé chua timg hién dién & do.
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“Ngan ba ta lai!” Dan phdng nhanh vé phia trudce, suyt nita tong vao mot
nguoi dan ong ngoi trén xe lan véi dang vé kha v u ril.

“Polizia[5]!” Ong ta thét 16n, gio chiéc gy 1én nhu thé mudn ting cho Dan
mot nhat vao dau.

[5] “Cdnh sat!”, tiéng Y.

Dan khom nguoi xuéng. Amy kéo né di, van dang c6 tim cho ra Irina. Hai
dura tré lao minh vé phia trude, huych khuyu tay dé lach qua dam dong hanh
khach.

Khi dén mot khu vuc c6 it nguoi hon ¢ gan cu6i ga hanh khach, ching
chang thay Irina dau. “A bién mat r61,” Dan noi.

“Chi... chi khong tin,” Amy tic tdi, thd hon hén léy hoi. “A da bat tay voi
anh em lan va Natalie. Bon ho cung bat tay pha hoai ching ta. ”

“Chi chac chan 1a 4 ha?” Dan hoi. “Y em 14, lam sao ma Irina xoay x& dugc
bo dong phuc kia chd?”

Trude khi n6 kip hoi xong, mot giong Y phat ra tir loa khuyéch dai cam tay,
va dam dong nhanh chong dat ra. Mot chiéc xe ctru thuong cd nhé len 161
vao san bay, coi ctru thuong ri1 inh 6

Nhiing tiéng ri ram lan nhanh trong dam dong dang c6 mit & d6, phan 16n
bang cac ngdn nglt Amy khong hiéu. Nhung né dé y thay c6 mot cip dang
mang kinh ram, linh ca linh kinh may anh, mac 4o thun Hawaii X4u té va
nhitng nu cuoi nhat toet. “Nhin kia Dan - ho 1a ngudi M¥y,” Con bé noi.
“Hay nghe xem...”

Hai dtra 14n la lai gan cho dén khi c6 thé nghe duoc loang thoang cudc tro
chuyén. Ca hai dang n6i vé nguoi phu nit trén cang.

Dan ng¢ nguoi. “Co ta b1 uép muoi trong phong vé sinh nit sao?”
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“Bj tan c6ng[6],” Amy stra lai. “Chac d6 1a nguoi giam sat chuyén bay Dan
a! Irina da ha guc va cudp di bo dong phuc cua chi ay.”

[6] Dan nghe nham tir “assaulted” (bi tan céng) thanh tir “salted” (bi uwép
mudi).

“Ai cha,” Dan dap, bo dang gan nhu ngudng ms.

Amy nhin vé phia ctra s, cho né trong thay chiéc phan luc cham cham ro1
khoi cong s6 4 va di chuyén ra duong bang.

May bay chuan bi khéi hanh. Tach khoi cau dan, ldn banh ra phi dao.

Amy thay hoang hot. “Dung c6 nhin nita, bon ho di mat roi!”

“Ctra dau? Ching ta van chay theo kip ma!”

“Dung. Em lam di, Dan. Trong lac chi co thuyét phuc ho cho mot chd trén
chuyén ke tiép - vé chi cho mgt ngudi, thi nguoi ta dang xuc cho con lai cua
em ra khoi dong co may bay day.” Amy lai chay ti€p, trd ra cho ban dat ve.
“Hoac la em c6 thé di voi chi

Bén ngoai, cira s6 ciia chuyén 807 nhin tir xa chi con 13 nhitng cai 16 mau
bac thAm. Amy biét chic dang sau mot trong s6 nhiing 6 cira d6 1a Nellie,

trong tinh thé ma chang mdt ai nén ro1 vao.

Co6 nang don doc cung bon Kabra.

Dan theo Amy qua chd kiém soat an ninh déng duc trd lai quay tiép tan.
Hang ngudi dung cho vé da gap doi it nhat to1 ba 1an, va ca hai phai chon
cho sau cung.

Hai da lang ling nhin nhau. Amy biét dich xac Dan dang nghi ding cai y
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nghi trong dau minh. Dan thé dai, cap mat budn ba cia n6 di chuyén cham
cham dén bang chuyén hanh ly. “Con Saladin cling ¢ trén may bay mat ro6i1,”
Dan no6i. “Va ca may thanh guom cua chung ta nita.”

Amy c6 giit khong dé minh quy xudng va oa 1én khoc. Ngay chlnh glu’a ga
hanh khach. Moi thtr d3 hong bét. Mot chudi bay nam trdi xdi quay, ké tir
lac cha me bé mang trong dam chay. Tai sao nd va Dan phai thuc hién diéu
nay mot minh cht? Bon Kabra co tién. Cha me ching thanh toan tat ca moi
chi phi. Chua hét, chiing con hop tac voi Irina. Bon Holt 1a ca mot dai gia
dinh. Jonah Wizard ludn c6 cha han tinh toan hét duong di nude bude. Chi
c6 Amy va Dan chong lai... nhitng gia dinh d6. Nhitng lién minh. Cac thé
hé. Ca hai khong co léy n6i mot co hoi.

Gia ma Grace cho chiing biét som hon, ltic cha va me con song. Gia ma bay
gid cha me van con song! Nghi dén hai nguoi khién Amy cam thiy moi
chuyén con ti té hon. N6 van mo vé ho héng dém. N6 thuong théy khuon
mit ho nhiing luc ranh rdi - dang mim cudi, tu tin va don hau biét bao. N6
c6 thé cam nhan dugc ho dong v hay khong, thay ca niém hinh dién mdi
khi né 1am dtng mot diéu gi d6. Ho van hién dién trong tAm tri nd va bdng
nhién -Boong! Bién mat. N6 lai cam thay sy mat mat dang tran.

“Amy?” Dan néi véi giong do hoi. Va cha me day 16i - thém mét lan niva -
trong cip mit ctia Ngdc dai ca. Khong phai khudén mit cta hai nguoi, dung
vay, ma chinh la hai nguoi dang nhin vao no, nhu thé ho muon hinh hai cta
Dan trong thoang choc. Do 1a diéu ma khong mot ngudi cd dau oc tinh tdo
nao nhan thay duoc.

Khi d6, n6 biét chic chian dau s& 1a quy dinh dung dan.
“C6 mot chuyén bay khai hanh luc 5 gid 10 phut,” Amy 1én tiéng, mat nhin
1én man hinh thong bdo gio khéi hanh. “Nellie dang ngan céan treo sg1i toc.

Chung ta phai di theo ngay.”

“Nay, tuyét - khoi tron chay, khdi dau hang!” Dan kéu 1én. “Ro6i. Ma chi
nghi tui minh s€ tra tién vé bang cach nao day?”
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WAW! WAW! WAW! WAW!

Hoi coi bao dong 1am rung chuyén ca ga hanh khach, cat ngang cudc trao
doi. Mot trang thong bao, trudce ti€én bang tiéng Y, ro1 tiéng Phap, tiéng DPirc
vang rén, trong luc tung toan nguoi bat dau lao vé phia cong - cho dén khi:

“Quy khdch vui long di chuyén ngay dén cira thodt hiém gan nhat, ga hanh
khdach budc phai so tan vi ly do an toan...”

Mot tiéng thét xé toang bau khong khi va roi nguoi ta un un chay, x6 day
ngd chong 1én nhau. Amy lao vé phia cira, 16i theo thang em, ling nghe
nhiing tiéng la hét dut quing dang cat 1én xung quanh, thi thoang c6 giong
noi tiéng Anh:

“banh bom...”
“Bon khung b6...”
“Dién thoai nac danh...”

Moi nguoi nhao vé phia cira tim cach thoat than. Trdi di vé chiéu, nhung
nhitng con dudng ngoan ngoéo dan vao ga déu co rai rac nhitng anh dén
chdp tat ciia phuong tién giao thong dang lao dén. Hanh khach ta ra 18
duong, quat vao dién thoai di dong, bay théng 1én xe buyt hay nhimg chiéc
taxi. Dan va Amy phai x6 day qua hang déng ngu’ol dé dén duoc bai dau xe,
todn ngudi cudi cung vira mai tréo vao mat chiéc buyt.

Cira dong sam lai truéc mat chiing va chiéc xe lao ngay vao con dudng chat
cung, dang 6n ao nhon nhéo. Dan chay theo, dap tay vao ctra so. “Dung lai!
Pasta[7]!"”

“Pa la gi?” Amy héi giong bdi roi.

“Em chi c6 mét nhium tor vung théi ma!” Dan hét. “Linguini/8]!

Mangia[9]! Buon giorno[10]! Gucci[l1l]!”
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[7] Tén mét logi mi éng néi tiéng ciia Y.

[8] “Mi éng soi dai”, tiéng Y.

[9] Tiéng Y ciia Dan, mangiare nghia la dn.

[10] “Chao budi sang”, tiéng Y.

[11] Tiéng Y ciia Dan, Gucci la tén mét hiéu thoi trang néi tiéng.

Mot chiéc limo den thang két chi cach Amy c6 vai phan, suyt nita tong vao
no.

“Gucci. Em biét s& thanh cong ma,” Dan hi hung.

Cura kinh phan quang bén phia tai xé ha xuong, mdt ngudi dan 6ng mang
kinh rdm v61 bo rau mép ram ri ra hi€éu cho chiing vao trong xe.

Amy mo cura sau va tréo vao trong, kéo theo cau em.

“Ne!” Mot hanh khach khac ciing dang trong con hoang loan thet 1én, rat
trong t0i ra coc tién gidy va vay vay tién voi tai xé qua cira so xe. “Soldi,
soldi[12]!”

Dan d6ng sam ctra lai. Thém ba ngudi khac nhao dén canh chiée xe, dap tay
va la hét. Bac tai xoay vé phia bon ho va cho quay kinh 1én, suyt nira thi cat

béng canh tay cua nguoi dan 6ng dang cam tién.

“Chu o1, cam on chu nha,” Dan n6i véi bac tai. “Hay la gracias/13] hoac la
b b
gi cling dugc.”

[12] “Ti

[13] “Cdam on”, tiéng Tay Ban Nha.
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“Chuin ta di dén san bay kon lgi?” Ong ta héi lai bang mot giong phuong
ngit ning trich khong phai giong Y.

“Cé ca mdt san bay khac sao?” Dan hoi ngay.

“May bay nho,” Ong ta tra 1oi.

“Nhung ma...” Amy lap bap. “Tui con dau c6 ti...”

Dan choc vao suon Amy.

“Chi phai n6i cho dng 4y biét su that,” Amy rit khé.

Dan choc thém mot cai nira.

Amy trimg mat. “Cé théi di khéng...?”

Pén khi d6 n6 méi phat bién ra con mot pgu’c‘ri dan 6ng nira dang ngdi dang
sau xe. Mot pgu:c‘ﬁ chau A v&i nu cuoi diém tinh, trong bo vest lua, gang tay
trang va chi€éc mii qua dua.

“Xin chao, hai nguo1 ho hang wa lang tranh cua ta,” Alistair kh€ noi.
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CHUONG 3

CHA CUA ALISTAIR VAN LUON NOI, ¢ mdi thanh vién gia dinh Oh
déu c6 mdt phan nao d6 danh riéng cho sy ngac nhién.

Khong phai Alistair nhé chinh x4c nhiing gi cha di noi, khi Alistair van con
la mot dara tré thi than phu 120 qua do1. Nhung rd rang dac diém cua gia
dinh Oh chinh 1a pha vao chan 1y mot chat hom hinh

Troi a, su yén ang day thu nghich cua hai dira tré nha Cahill khién Alistair
btrc boi. Ban dau 1ao con nghi hdn chung nd s€ thich thu trudc su ngac
nhién c6 mdt khong hai nay...

Kettttt... kettttt...

Trong khi Serge quanh vo ling hét sang trai roi sang phai, ném chiéc xe vao
nhimg khoang trong ma khong phai ké binh thuong nao ciing dam len vao,
bon tré ctr lac i hét bén nay sang bén kia. Ca hai duong nhu ghé tom khi
phai cham vao Alistair hay tham chi 1a nhin vao lao, tua nhu thé 130 1a mot
cai ther gi do kinh khiép 1am, mén mang tdy ludc chang han. Nhu thé
Alistair chang c6 teo cong sirc nao khi 16i chiing ra khoi cai ¢dam hon loan
va mang ca hai tro lai con duong da chon. Lo ¢d nd mot nu cuoi tran an.
Lao cam thong véi ching. Hai dra tré trong that nho bé, that so sét va co
ddc.

Lao hiéu cam giac nay. Hiéu hon ca ching.
“Pon thu xem?” Serge hét to 4t ca tiéng coi ruc vang rén. “Toi kiing ko kon
- kon gadi mudi bon, kon trai mudi mot! Phai! Pun thé. Chung xéng &

Moscow[1]!”

[1] Nhén vt nay néi tiéng Anh giong Nga. Moscow [a thd dé nudc Nga.
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Alistair dua mat nhin Dan, trong n6 kha 6m yéu. Thang bé cd gang nam tay
nam ctra c6 dén chuc lan chi trong von ven hai phut vira roi. May man la
Alistair da kiém tra bao dam toan bo khéa an toan déu duoc kich hoat. “Con
dung lo léng,” Lao néi voi Dan. “Lam vay chi khién sau nay con bi bénh
khép co tay thoi. Hon nita, 1am thé khién cho ta thay lo ling vé su an toan
ctia con dy.”

“Vay ra chinh ong chi muu tat ca chuyén nay, hir?” Dan hoi. “Véi bon
Kabra va Irina. Va cd vu danh bom doa nat. Chinh 6ng dang lam vi¢c cho
bon ho.”

Mit Alistair nhan nho. Lao biét rat kho dé gianh duoc su tin tudng cia
chung. Dy kién sé& c6 ca nhiing 101 vu khong v6 cin ctr. Lao biét s& co su
cam ghét, va nhu vy cling 1a dé hiéu. Bo roi ca hai trong cin nha boc chay
trong ngay doc di chic la mot su can thiét dang tiéc - nhung lai 1a mot sai
1am vé mat chién lugc 13n vé tinh chat c4 nhan. Mot sai 1am ma 13o rat léy
lam an han. “Tin ta di chau trai, ta thim chi con khong c6 may may y
dinh...”

“Tin 6ng u?” Dan héi lai, quay han ra dang sau mit d6i mit voi Alistair.
“Xem thtr coi. Chinh 6 ‘ong la nguo1 bo roi chi em tui nay ngay luc trang vién
ctia ba Grace sup xudng xung quanh ca hai. Chinh 6ng 13 nguoi dat thiét bi
theo doi vao con Saladin...”

“Thiét bi theo ddi a? Cdi nay phdi khéng?” Alistair cho tay vao ti 40 va
lay ra mot thiét bi dién tir c6 kich thudc bang cuc pin dong hd. “Ta lai cho
rang chinh hai dtra d4 cai né vao ta d6 chtr. Lic ¢ bao tang Salzburg, khi ta
dang ngu.”

“Ong x-Ung dang nhu vay, chu Alistair a,” Amy noi, giong buc boi, “Sau
khi da giau no trong c6 con Saladin ngay t-t-tur dau.”

“Ciing khong phai, con gai a,” Alistair dap lai Amy bang mot nu cudi 4m

ap, voi hy vong lam cho ¢6 bé binh tinh tr¢ lai. “Co a1 d6 dang theo doi hai
con. Khong phai 14 ta. Hay nhé, nhicu ké khac trong dong ho ciing dang
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theo dau cac dau moi. Ta & phe hai con. Ta, nhu con biét r61 do, tin tudng
vao su hop tac.”

“Cha, nghe khoi hai lam sao,” Dan quat lai. “Pi ma ké 1é trén Comedy
Central[2] ay!”

[2] Kénh truyén hinh cdp néi tiéng vé nhitng chwong trinh hai kich, xudt
hién duoi nhiéu phién ban ban dia trén the gioi.

Binh tinh hon bao gio hét, Alistair khoanh ban tay deo gang trén dui. “Hay
nghi xem hom nay chinh xac thi ai da ctru hai dwra,” Lao noi. “Va chi trong
mot thoi gian ngan, ai 1a ngudi dd khong nhimng tim dugc hai dira ma con
dua ra cach dé trén thoat nira. Hiy xem d6 1a mot phan thudng bo sung, ta
con sip mang hai dira dén noi muén dén. Bang may bay riéng. Tat ca
chuyén nay, va ta chi mudn hai dua dap lai béng mot tha duy nhat - dia
diém hai dira dang mudn dén. Trong moi tinh hudng, dé ciing 1a mot dicu
tat yéu.”

“Ong c6 han m-may bay riéng s

Alistair mim cuoi khiém tén. “Khong, khong phai cta ta. Nhung ta co cac
mdi quan h¢ lam an cuia minh, vai dac quyén ta ¢ thé co dugc vao nhirng
lac khan cép. Van con doi chit loi thé vé tién bac ciia méot nha phat minh
mén burrito c¢6 thé ché bién bang 10 vi séng d6 chir.”

b

“Chun ta bo chun trén madi bai!” Serge néi. “Po, gza, pho mai...’
Ong ban gia Serge d4ang yéu. Kinh nghiém da day cho ca hai biét thé nao 1a
gia tri vé phuong cham hoat dong cua cong ty Oh: Con duong dén trai tim

cua mot nguoi chinh 1a qua cdc mon an ché bién dugce bang 10 vi song|[3].

Amy néi. “Okay[4], mot khi chung ta 1én chiéc mdy bay nay - néu chung
chau dong ¥ - thi cai gi s& bao dam hai dira chau sé co...”

[3] Alistair nhai lai cdu cham ngon, con dwong vao trdi tim cua nguoi dan
ong la qua da day.
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[4] Puogc réi, théi duoc.

“Chi Amy!” Dan bat 1én. “Khong doi nao. Chi ca a néu lam, chinh chung ta
s€ ty lam 1ay.”

Amy trimg mat. “Vay em nghi chung ta s& boi dén Nhat chac? Hay bo hai
dtra con xudéng mot cira hang, cha Alistair a. Con can mua chan vit. Loai
that I6n? Co6 kha nang duoi ca map?”

Dan rén ri. “Chi néi1 to1 chit N ro1 do, Amy! Chi da noi cho 6ng ay roi con
dau!”

“Lua chon cua ching minh 1a gi ha Dan?” Amy hoi n6. “Bon ho dang c6
Nellie, con Saladin va tha...”

Amy ngung bit, va Alistair liéc nhin con bé v&i dang vé day khich 18. Sinh
linh dang thuong da c6 tién by dang ké vdi chimmg mac ¢d cua minh. “Th gi
ha con...?” Lao hou.

“T-h-anh ly,” No dap.

Alistair gat dau. Nhdt Ban. Tuyét. Vay day chinh 1a noi dau méi tiép theo
dugc cat gilt. Mot budec ngodt gat hai dugc nhiéu thanh qua. Lao nhoai
ngudi 1én chd ga tai xé, “Chung ta qua Nhat duoc khong Serge?”

Ga nhtn vai. “Cha, chién di day d6. Chun ta phai dimn gitta chin dé cham
nhiéng liéu. O Moscow. Tui s& goi. Khi dim lai, anh s& gip kon cua tui -
Kolya va Tinatchka!”

“Serge, lam on di,” Alistair n6i. “Pay dau phai chuyén di xa giao.”

Serge phi ra mot trang cudi lay hoi tir bung. “Kolya va Tinatchkia kéng
phai kong sang dau!”

dkekok
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Dan trimg mat nhin chi né. Thanh gwom, con bé suyt bat ra tir d6. Bon ho
dang cé Nellie, con Saladin va thanh gwom ciia ching ta. It nhat thi Amy
cling kip ngin minh lai. Cho cai ldo luon leo nay biét dich dén 1a mot
chuyén. Cho biét luon dau mdi lai 14 mét chuyén khac déy. Mot sé cdi can
phai giit bi mat. Tham chi Ngb tau tau ciing biét diéu do.

N6 nhan thdy cai nhin ngay lic nay trong mat cia Amy. Con hon ca su
phan nd né van thuong boc 19, hon ca nhitng phién ban truong ky cta Po
ngéc hay Khéng, chwa téi lic an. Cai nhin d6 ndi rang, Néu lam hong viéc
thi chét twoi dudi tay ta.

D6 chinh xac 1 diéu ma Dan dang cam thay.

Alistair lai cho tay vao tGi va ldy ra hai thiét bi dién tir kich thudc nho, gio
ra cho Dan va Amy véi vé tuoi tin day gia tao, nhu mot tay quan gia loan
tri gia vo minh 1a 6ng gia Noel. “Day 1a thiét bi dinh vi toi tan. Ta van chua
hinh dung duoc cach ma hoa tin hiéu sang chuan 1028, nhung phan ma hoa
mac dinh thép hon 13 da 6n. Van dé 1a, khi c6 mit & Nhat, chung ta khong
dugc lac dau nhau.”

Serge gio tim thé cin cudc cho tay bao vé & cng. Chiéc limo di vio con
duong hep ddn dén mot san bay bé xiu. N6 chay qua nhiéu chiéc may bay
canh quat c& nho va cudi cung dung lai & mot khu bao dudng trai dai, dang
mo cua.

Serge nhanh chong ra khoi xe va mé cira. Pang con phan chan, gi 1am mot
diéu bo trinh trong hudéng vé khu bao dudng. “Hay chao cuc cung Ludmila
cua ta di nao.”

“Thém mot dl'J:a nhéc nira u?” Dan héi gi. “Ong c6 bao nhiéu dira Véy‘7’ No
nhin qua trai roi qua phai. Noi ndy vang tanh ngoai trir mot vai chiéc phan
luc va dam ba phi cong bam tron toc tai bom xom, chang ai trong giéng

nhu ¢6 tén la Ludmila ca.

“U... chi cling chang thay ¢6 nang nao ca,” Amy nho nhe ndi.
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Nhung Dan di bi mot ludng sang bac lam phan tam. Mot chiéc phan luc
bong loang dén 16 bich xuat hién ngay trong tam nhin. N6 c6 cira sO phan
quang, nhin nghiéng trong nhu mot con dao, va mot budng lai mé nhu ra
hiéu rang Hay c¢6 mdt trong chuyén di ngon lanh nhat ciia doi minh.

“Do,” Serge noi, trong luc chiéc phan lyc dung lai ngay trudec mat ho, “Do
la Ludmila.”
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CHUONG 4

CAI TU PAC BIET HANG THUONG ghi trén vé may bay lam Natalie
lién tuong dén hinh anh nhiing chiéc ghé da, xa ich mac dong phuc va
nhitng chd ngua tot ma.

Chtr dau phai nhiing chiéc gh€ vira cing vira nhé, cong vdi mdt con heo.

Khéng phai 1a qua quat khi mo ta vé ngoai ciia c6 nang trong tré. That kinh
khung. Xem nhitng chd xim minh va xé khuyén kia. Nhimng thir ma mot
ngay nao d6 sé khién c6 nang cam thay xau hd trudc nghé nghiép cta minh
- d6 14 néu nhu cb nang kiém ndi mot cong vi¢c thuc su. Lai con thai do
khiém nha cta c6 nang khi trong thay Natalie va anh trai né xuat hién. No
chang hy vong c6 mot 10i chao nong am 1an nhiing cai 6m than thién, tuy
nhién mot trang nhitng ngodn ngir hang t6m hang ca thi ké cling hoi... kho
chiu. P6 méi chi 13 néi giam thoi day.

Nhung tit ca nhitng mo ta trén kia lai 1a nhitng gi c¢6 thé doan trude duoc
noi Nellie. Va Natalie 1an théng anh Ian cua no co thé chép nhan duoc su
tho 16 cha. Doi chut hy sinh 1a can thiét dé c6 duoc thong tin ma chung
dang can.

Khong, phan té hai nhét chinh 1 si luém thuém. Gidy goéi keo, vun khoai
tdy cir vang tung tée ra hai chiéc ghé bén canh, ba 16 thi quang thang xudng
san may bay thay vi nep chit vao ghé dang trudc. Cai thoi quen xau 1a tong
thang vao miéng mot nam banh snack rdi vira nhai nhém nhoam vira noi.
Dé so that. Thoi quen luém thuém tao ra mot tim hon luém thuém, theo
mot chAm ngdn ¢b cua nha Kabra. Hay c6 18 n6 duogc trich tir quyénNhing
danh ngén quen thudc ciia Bartlett[1]. Natalie cling khong chic.

[1] Bo sach tham khao vé danh ngon duwoc cho la do sé va lau doi nhat
nwoc My, xudt ban lan dau nam 1855, tac gia tuyén tdp la Jon Barlett.
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N6 liéc ngang co6 nang trong tré dang ghé tom dang thao thao trong khi
miéng nhom nhoam thirc an.

“Mim mong thoi, hay dir. S€ cha co6 toé1 dao dao!” Nellie vira n6i vira phet
nhiéu miéng dau phong va banh cém ra khéi mép.

Thang anh Ian cta Natalie phdy mot vun banh rice krispie[2] khoi mai toc
den 6ng ctuia nd. “Lam on nhai cho k¥, nuot di r61 hang noé1, dugc khong?”

[2] Mot loai banh thuong dung cho bita sang. Nguoi ta thuong tron voi sita
khi dung chex, Rice Krispie.

Nellie nudt danh uc mot tiéng. “Xin 16, chi day coc thém nghe hai dira néi
gi, tui may dung mong thoat khéi cam canh nay nha.”

“Vay a?” Ian ngoanh nhin phia sau, ngudc 1én trén va nhin xudng dudi
chiéc phi co dong kin nguoi. “Dé coi thir xem c6 ai dang cam thong véi s6
phan cua ba chi hay khong? Khong u? Natalie n6i sao nao - minh c6 thoat
khong em?”

“Cé thé chon cach dé dang, ba chi biét ma, béng cach tra 101 mot cau hoi
don gian...” Natalie thiic giuc. Ching da hoi Nellie ca chuc ban réi, vau mdi
1an hoi, cau tra 101 chi bd ba hon thoi. Nhung rdi trude sau gi thi a cling s&
phai hiéu ra. Néu a biét cai gi tét cho minh. Nhuoc bang khong, thi nha
Kabra ciing c6 phuong cach khac. “Vay do. Mot 1an chot - vi sao cac ngudi
dén Nhat?”

Nelhe giang mot quyén tap chi ra kh01 chiéc tai dlnh & bang ghe trudec,
quang bo tai nghe va vai mau khin gidy da su: dung vé phia Ian, thang nay
voi né cung véi tiéng kéu odi khong gidu noi sy kinh tom. “Vi chi may
thich Sudoku.” Nellie dap. “Nguoi ta s& c6 nhitng 6 Sudoku hay ho nhat
trén chuyén bay dén Nhat Ban, phai khong? B hai dtra cha biét coc khé gi
hét hay sao?”

“Quy khach muén dung thém tra, ca phé hay banh snack dé ching toi ¢ thé
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phuc vu chuyén bay tot nhat cho quy khach a?” Mot tiép vién hang khong
xuat hién, cham cham bang qua 161 di chinh gitra.

“Mot diet Coca-Cola khong duong va mot trat tu nghiém ngat, dugc khong
a?” Nellie tra 101. “Bai vi hai ¢6 cau nay khong duoc phép c6 mat & day va
bon chung dang sach nhiéu t6i, thua c6.”

Ian nd ra mot trang cudi sang khodi. “Ha ha! O, chi ho Nell, Iuc nao chi
cling lam em cuo1 v& bung voi nhiing tro dua cua minh va ca nhitng chuyén
khac ntra... dung khong, ha, Amy?”

“Phai r6i, anh Daniel,” Natalie hua theo. “Hét nhu lac con & nha. O...
Homedale.”

“Nghe thuyét phuc d6,” Nellie bao. “Co canh sat trén may bay khong vay
ta? Néu khong c6 thi toi ddy ciing mudn thuc hién mot cudc bat giir cua
thuong dan. Chung ta ¢ dugc 1am vay ¢ Y hay ¢ bat ky noi nao khac
khong?”

Mim cuo1 mot cach kho xu, co tiép vién dat mot lon diet Coca-Cola khong
duong vao khay cua Nellie. Khi ¢6 dimg thang nguoi 1én, Natalie quay vé
phia nguo1 phu nit dang lung ting do va dung ngon tay xoay mot vong trén
tai n6 dién ta diéu bd cuckoo nhe nhang.

Ngoai ctra s6, chop nha 1én. May bay thinh linh chao dao. “E hém, c6 vé
nhu chiing ta dang gip phai chut rung lac...” vién phi cong thong bao qua hé

thong loa phét thanh.

Co tiép vién day xe tro lai dau 16i di, 16n tiéng thong bao. “Xin quy khach
vui long tr¢ lai vi tri ciia minh.

Ian than. “Minh... minh thdy khong on lam...”
Khi n6 cui xuéng, mit tai xanh, thi dén lugt Nellie t6 ra canh giac.

Natalie mim cudi. N6 va thang anh Ian d3 tinh toan hét. Nhimg dau hiéu
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nhat dinh danh cho nhing su kién ngau nhién nhat dinh. Nha Kabra 13 bac
thay hoach dinh kia ma. Hanh dong cua Ian chi c6 duy nhat mot ¥ nghia, va
Natalie biét ngay minh phai lam gi.

Tuy nhién, né van khong khoi cam théng cho c6 gai. Bén dudi vé ngoai day
chat ngong nghénh cua c6 nang van con chut gi do6 cua tinh than, cua sy gan
da. Trong mot tinh hudng khac, thoi diém khac, biét dau c6 nang co6 the 1a
mot ngudi lam cong gidi giang cho nha Kabra.

“Ong con khong c6 phat bénh d6 chir?” Nellie hoi. “Béi chi may day ghét
cai canh 61 mtra lam.” C6 nang trd nguoi ra phia trude dé luon qua dong bé
bon trén san may bay va tim chiéc tui chong oi.

Kia roi.

Trong lac Nellie xoay di chd khac, Natalie cho tay vao ti va rat ra mot lo
chat 16ng sim mau. Vi ctr dong khéo 1éo, nd nghiéng chiéc 1o vao lon soda

ctia Nellie. Chi can hai giot 1a xong viéc.

May bay lai chom 1én, khién Natalie hoi do dy va toan bd chd chat long
trong 1o trut thang vao trong lon Coca-cola.

Ui cha.
skosk
Tiéng bip bip cta dién thoai danh thirc Dan sau mot gidc ngu that sau.
Thir dau tién né nhin thay 1a tay ciia Amy, trang bot, dang nam chit tay vin.
“Chi khong hi€u sao em c6 thé ngu suot ngay gitta lac nhu vay...” No rit

qua ké& rang.

Chiéc phi co lai nghiéng sang trai, khién Amy thét 1én mot tiéng. “Tuyét!”
Dan thot 1én. “Lam lai di chu Serge!”

Serge cuoi 1on. “Thch ha?”
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“Khong!” Amy cuy lai.

Alistair dang dan tai vao dién thoai. “Pay la ai nhi?” Lao ndi, ra dau cho tat
ca yén lang. “Irina sao?”

Amy rén ri.

“Phai, bon ching da tron thoat,” Alistair néi 16n. “Bon ching & cung to1,
kha an toan va co6 vé... cai gi? Co nodi Nhdt sao?” Alistair cudi hénh héch.
“Nguoi o1, ¢6 nghi la... co that su tin 1a hai dra Dan va Amy khéng dé bon
Kabra doat lay vé hay sao - tin la ching n6 khong co tinh cho con bé trong
tré 1én may bay dé danh lac hudng hay sao... O, cung a. O nhu vay that
giau co.. Khong, khong, Irina a.. Ca1 gi? Cung khong muén hop tic nira
hay sao? Chac cung dé nghe nham r6i. Phai, CHAC CHAN BON CAHILL
DANG DEN NHAT. BPIEU PO HOAN TOAN CHINH XAC. Tam biét
cung nhé.”

“Unm... tat ca ndy gid 1a cai gi vay?” Dan héi.
Alistair mim cudi. “Ta khé r6 vé Irina. Ngay lic nay, c6 ta tin chinh hai dta
da Itra bon Kabra, chir khong phai bi bon Kabra Itra. Va tin ta di, sau nhiing

gi ta vira n61 xong, Nhat Ban s€ 1a noi cudi cung ¢6 ta nghi dén...”

“Khoan di. Ong nghi ong da thuyét phuc duoc Irina sa0?” Dan hoi. “Chéau
khong c6 ¥ gi, nhung cau nay nghe hoi bi dom do.”

“C6 thé ta di that bai day d6 trong doi minh, nhung ta hoc vé con ngudi rat
nhanh,” Alistair tra 101 n6. “Ta biét dich x4c nhitng gi s€ 4p dung duogc voi
Irina Spasky.”

Amy xoay dau nhin Alistair, sic mit né dan tai di. Lio 1a mot ké thong
minh trong nhiéu linh vuc, nhung lai hoi lac hau. Va lao da bo s6t mot diéu

hét strc hién nhién.

“Xin ding... qua dic thang...” N6 noi.
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skokok

Giong cuia vién phi cong, bang tiéng Nga, yéu cau béi trong dé ha canh va
nhanh chéng nhan duoc tin hiéu hoi Nghiéng sang phai, chiéc phan luc ha
thap dan xudng mot sin bay nhé nam & ngoai 6 Moscow. Giita khung canh
kho khan, nut né, duong bang ha canh trong nhu mdt dai mau xam ma quai.

Ngoén tay cta vi hanh khach c6 doc ghi that chit vao thanh ghé trong khi
nhitng banh xe phan luc nén thang xudng nén dat. Cac cu ha canh lic nao
cling kho khan hon a ta hinh dung.

Khi chiéc may bay giam toc do, tip vao duong bé téng, vi khach nhin thay
mot chiéc Cessna[3] mau bac bong ludng dang duogc ti€ép nhién li¢u. Mot ¢o
may that an tugng.

[3] Mot trong nhitng loai mdy bay thé thao 4 ché théng dung nhdt trén thé
gioi.

“Dung lai ¢ day,” Irina ra 1€nh.

Gio thi 4 da nhin thay ong gia chong gay budc di. Nhu moi khi, 130 van an
maéc hét stre chin chu, phai 16i. Chiéc mi qua dua va cdp kinh ram tao mdt
cam giac trang nha hét myc. Irina wa nguoi theo phong cach c6 dién, chir
khong phai ké nd 1€ cua thoi trang. B canh hdm nay cua ldo trong c6 hoi
chat, nhung vao nhiing lic cang thang nhu thé ndy, ai ma chang ting can
chut it ch?

Mot thoang sau, hai con quy nho xuét hién, b6 minh trong hai bd mii va 4o
khoac. Chung dugc bao boc nhu moi khi - trude 1a béi Grace Cahill, sau 1a
boi tay ho hang. Vi sao 1o ta lai ban linh hon minh cho hai dtra ranh con
nay, Irina khong sao hiéu dugc. Mot ngay nao do 1ao s€ ngd ra thoi.

Bon chung sé phan boi ong, Alistair a, 4 nghi, trir phi 6ng phan boi chung
trudc.
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Irina mim cudi. Nghi vé su yéu dudi ctia con ngudi lac nao ciing khién a
thay hung phan, nhat 1a sau mot chuyén hanh trinh dai. Nhé hoi con lam
cho KGB, phan bdi mang biét bao mau sic khac nhau - tong tién, néi déi,
nghe 1én, béo 14 cai.

Doi nhom hd ha! Nhém chang lam du:orc tlch su gi trong cudc tim kiém 39
manh mbi. Vi bi mat s& duoc tiét 16 vé quyén ning vo song nay, sy ghen ti
1a khong thé tranh khoi va khong lién minh nao c6 thé ton tai dugc.

Irina s& ty minh di tim dau mbi. Khong can dén nhimg dta nhoc giau co
biéng nhéc, bon doc tai gdc ME trén troi dudi dat, hay nhitng dira tré mé coi
kho khao. Véi chung - bon nghiép du tai tir ay, ddy 1a mot tro choi con qué
bi 4n. Véi Irina thi khong. Chién loi pham, a qua biét, chi ximg dang vao
tay ké chiu nhiéu mit mat nhat. Xtmg dang véi con soi co doc ludn tim
kiém su cong bang. Va sy phuc thu.

Bén kia dudng bing, ca ba tréo vao chiéc phi co. Irina nga ngudi vé phia
truge, liéc nhin dién thoai di dong van con hién thi toa do GPS[4] va nguoi

nhan cudc goi cudi cung: OH ALISTAIR.

“O, 6ng Alistair, qua that 1a nhu vay,” A thi tham. “Ong dang khién cho
cudc tranh tai nay tré nén qua dé dang vai to1 roi...”

“Shto[5]?” Vién phi cong cta a thic mac.

[4] Viét tat ciia The Global Positioning System - Hé thong dinh vi toan cdu.
[5] Cdi gi, tiéng Nga.

“Alexander, hay bam theo chung.”

Han kéo s6 va dong co may bay hoat dong tr¢ lai. Phia trudce, chiéc Cessna
cling vao vi tri cat canh.

Gio thi 4 s& biét liéu ldo Alistair c6 noi that vé dich dén sau cung hay
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khong.

A cuoi méin nguyén. Chua ai tirng qua mat duoc Irina Spasky nay.
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CHUONG 5

THANG EM CUA AMY chang bao gio cam thay thoai mai dugc véi mot
noi chén moi cho dén khi no phai 1am mét hanh dong ki quic nao d6. O
Tokyo, diéu d6 xay ra vao budi sang dau tién khi tat ca da dén noi va tro tai
khach san Cam On Quy Khach.

“Dan, khong dugc ctr thé ma ldy di nha - nhu vay 1a dn cip,” Amy can nd
lai khi thay cu cdu loay hoay nhét cai gat ta ciia khach san vao tuai sau.

“Nguoi ta s€ khong biét 1a n6 bi mat dau!” Dan cai lai. “Em can cho né vao
bo suu tap.”

Dan suu tam di moi tht. Mién 1a thtr d6 vira vin trong nha va khong bi
dinh vao san nha, n6 s¢ dua vat d6 vao b suu tap.

“Chi con no6i dung d6,” Alistair diém dam khuyén, chong tay trén chiéc gay
khi dang chuan bi budc ra ngoai cira chinh. Lio suc nirc mui phan va nudc
cao rau. Tir sdn bay vé dén day, 130 dd mua cho Dan va Amy vai b quan 4o
mo&i, con bt ching phai tam tap sach sé& roi lam mot giac that dai.

Amy chua hé chop mat du chi mot phan ngan gidy. Vi mot 1&, con bé thiy
cang thang. L& khac, Dan ct khijt khit trong giac ngu. Thang bé that tinh
dang rat nhd con Saladin.

Nhung bay nhiéu ciing khong chita hét con 4m anh suu tip cia Dan. Amy
chia ban tay ra. Chan chir, rét cudc cu ciu ciing danh bo chiéc gat tan 1én
tay chi nd. “Okay, nhung ma chi cho em gitt cai hop di€ém khach san Cam
On Quy Khach duogc khong?”” N6 méc ca.

Amy dat chiéc gat tan lai trén ban ¢ sanh khach san, Dan nem nép bam theo

sau no. Hai dtra van khong thé phat am dugc tén that cia khach san. Vi thé,
chung dat tén khach san theo cau duy nhat ma tat ca nhan vién déu st dung.
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Nhit lay mot hop diém ¢ ban tiép tin, Amy mim cudi véi vién thu ky.
“Cam on quy khach!” Ong ta 1én tiéng.

Khi quay tré ra ctra, Dan nhin Alistair luc 1do dang nhin vé hudng khac.
“Hay tau thodt nao,” Dan thi thao. “Chung ta phai tim cho ra dong bon.
Nellie va con Saladin.”

“Em c6 dién khong?” Amy thi thim dap lai voi no. “Alistair da tra chi phi
cho chiing ta ¢ tai khach san nay. Ong ta lai biét tiéng Nhat va sap stra dan
chung ta dao pho.”

“Chi thich 6ng ta roi!” Dan kinh hoang thot 1én. “Ong ta d3 lam chi doi y

"99

mat roi1!

Amy quay ngoat vé phia no. “Chi khong ua ciing khong fin ong ta. Nhung
néu khong c6 6ng ta thi chiing mi s€ ket & day Dan a. Vi vay ta phaigia vo,
chi it 1a t&i1 lac Nellie tim ra hai dira minh.”

“Hay chung minh tim thay chi ay!” Dan lam bam khi n6 va Amy di t6i chd
Alistair & cong. Ca ba cung di trong tiét troi hanh kho nang nhe. Phia tréi,
ngay trudc mot trung tAm mua sam cao tang hao nhoang, nhitng nguoi van
trang phuc cac anh hung trong truyén manga dang chao don khach mua
hang. Mui huong thoang thodng cua mdt loai hoa nao do tur phia cong vién
bén kia con phd chat kin 6 to va xe may lan téa trong khong khi. Tokyo lam
Amy nhdé td1 New York, khong c6 canh nguoi ta la hét véi nhau.

Mit Dan hudng 1én trén, chim chd nhin mot cong trinh bang thép vuon
thang I€n bau tro1 phia trén cong vién. “Tuyét, c6 ai d6 da dem thap Eiffel

'77

qua day va son n6 thanh mau dé voi trang kia!

Alistair mim cuo1. “Thap Tokyo cao hon ba con cua no ¢ Paris, nhung cling
nhe hon, nhd vao céc cai tién trong viéc thi cong bang thép, ta co thé bod
sung thém la nhiing cai tién do chinh mot ky su nguoi nha Ekat thuc hién.
Chi ho tam tiéng cua ta. Va con c6 thiy céi toa thap cao véi nhitng canh
udn cong kia khong? No biéu trung cho mot loai hoa Nhat Ban von day ap
trong cong vién Shiba. La con dé ctia mot kién trac su nha Janus...”
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“Guom da, cong vién co hoa lam bang thép sao?” Dan thac mac.

“Chi biét ¢6 nguoi c6 6c lam bang thiéc day.” Amy cham choc, ro61 quay
sang Alistair. “Sao ong lai bi€t nhiéu vé chi toc cua minh thé a?”

“M6t ngdy nao do ta s& cho con thiay bd suu tip cua ta,” Alistair dap.
“Nhung bay gio hdy lam nhiém vy truéc da. Tu diay dén thu vién
Metropolitan ton muo1 phut di taxi.”

“Thu vién u. Ui cha. Khong thé cho dugc sao,” Dan kéu 1€n, moé may hop
di€m ctuia né mot cach ho hirng. “Ne, em biét ro1. Hai nguoi di di. Em s€ tim
mot it sushi cd hong r61 don xe di dén san bay. Gdp sau nha.”

“Picu gi lam cho con tin 1a Saladin c6 & san bay vay?” Alistair hoi no, ti€p
tuc sai budc xuong pho.

“Con hinh dung chi hai tinh huéng xay ra,” Dan néi. “Mot - bon Kabra da
ta Nellie va dan chi ay di quanh day tim kiém hai dua tui con. Hay 13 hai -
Nellie c6 gang khuat phuc bon ching bang nhiing thé v& ninja hao hang ma
chinh chi ay ciing khong biét da dugc Dan nay day cho bang than giao cach
cam. That ra thi con van cé la tinh hudng thir nhat s& xdy ra. Cach nao di
chang nita thi con Saladin van s&...” Mit Dan sa sam. “Con khong thé -
khong thé khong nghi vé nd, nam bat dong trén bang chuyén hanh 1y, co
d6c mot minh, chiée bang chuyén clr quay vong quanh, vong quanh...”

“Ta bi€t con thuong con vat cua minh,” Alistair an ti. “Nhung con cling
phéi nghi dén sy an toan cua con trudc nhat. Bon Kabra s€ cho ca hai dén
Nhat Ban. Tham chi c6 thé bon ching con chd san tui con dén san bay dé
tim kiém con meo va ¢6 bao mau than thuong...”

“Au pair méi dang,” Dan chinh lai.

“Con khong thé di thang vao mdt cai bay duoc,” Alistair noi tiép.

Khong biét dugc hién Nellie va con Saladin ¢ dau ciing khién Amy lo dén
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phat dm. N6 di cb lién lac véi Nellie béng dién thoai tir lac dén day. Con b¢
cling khong thich phai né1 Dan dung di tim ca hai. Nhung 101 khuyén cua
Alistair c¢6 1y. “Qué rd bon Ian va Natalie r6i,” Amy néi va theo chin
Alistair vao noi cho taxi, “Bon chung sé€ tim chung ta.”

“Nhung ma...” Dan van phan doi.
“Chung ta phai tién vé phia trude,” Amy noi. “Nellie s€ an toan ma.”

Dan thé dai that vong. “Ca con Saladin nira chtr. Y em 1a, mot con meo véi
moi...”

Ca ba tha b dén quang truong, Dan tiép tuc dot hét que diém nay dén que
diém khéc, roi1 thoi tat. “Em dung viéc dé lai duoc chua?” Amy hoi.

“Tat sao chd?” Dan néi, lai quet thém mdt que khac. “Vui ma. N6 lam dau
6c em khoi nghi téi sy thé 1a chung ta dang bo roi hai ngudi ma chung ta
hét 1ong yéu quy, thém nira 13 ta dang & x{r s& clia ninja, quai vat Mothra[1]
va cac mén v rat ngon lanh, vdy ma chung ta lai bé phi mot ngay trong thu
vien.”

[1] Mothra, mét qudi vt gia twéng dwéi dang sdu buwdm, xudt hién phéd
bien tur nhitng nam 60 tai cdc tiéu thuyét Nhat Ban sau do lan ra cdac nuoc
trén the gioi va da di vao phim anh.

Khi dén gan chiéc taxi dang chd khach, Alistair noi gi d6 véi tay tai xé bang
mot trang tieng Nhat nhanh nhau, nghe that trdi chay roi ra hiéu cho Dan va
Amy lén xe.

Xe tang toc vuot qua hang déng xe cd, bang qua hang day céc toa nha béng
thep hién dai va thi thoang 1a mot ngdi chua co kinh c6 kién tric 1ong lay
nam lot thom gitra nhitng khu vuon. “Sao chiung ta khong vao ¢ trong may
tap 1éu kia nhi?” Dan hoi.

“P6 1a nhitng ngdi dén co,” Alistair dap. “Hai dira s& con thay nhiéu hon
nita khi gan dén noi. Lanh chua quan sy - vi shogun[2] - da ra Iénh toan bo
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dén dai phai duoc di doi dén day. Vao thoi bay gio, khu viuc Roppongi hiy
con la mdt tien don hoang vu cua kinh d6 nudc Nhat, khi d6 ¢o6 tén 1a Edo.
Mot phan cua khu vyc nay trudce kia la vung dat san ban cho cac shogun.”

[2] Shogun: tuong qudn (Nhdat Ban).

“Qua hay,” Amy reo 1én. Con bé ludn thich thu khi dugc biét vé nguon goc
cua nhirng thanh pho.

Dan gat gu, nhin cham cham ra ngoai ctra s6 vo1 bd mat cu lan. “Em nghi
minh vira trong thdy mot minh tinh.”

Dién thoai ctia Alistair vang 1én. “Al6...? Phai... ah, gidi lam, Serge. Ba ta
cdi gi? A, hi€u ma - ha! Tt 1am. Va cadm on 6ng ban rat nhiéu. Da. Do
svidanya[3]!”

[3] “Xin chao va hen gdp lai”, tiéng Nga.

Lo cat dién thoai di va quay sang hai dtra nhoc. “Serge da dén Siberia an
toan vo1 hai dira con cua 6ng ay. Irina hoan toan tin vao tro nguy trang cua
ta. A nghi ho chinh la ba chiing ta. Pén khi nhan ra minh da bi lwra thi a bat

dau chui raa bang nhitng tir nglt ma dén Serge nha minh cling phai xau ho.”

“Dling vay!” Dan reo ho, dap tay ming chién thang véi chi minh va ong
chu ho.

“Ta phai cam on con, Amy a.” Alistair néi, vé ho hdi. “Ta that ngu ngoc
mo1 khong nhan ra Irina c6 thé theo dau ching ta bang GPS trén di dong.”

“Con cling nghi dén diéu do, ngay tic thi,” Dan ra chi€u khi€ém ton. “Chi la
con mac ¢& khong noi thoi.”

Amy tron xoe mat. “Vay chi thanh Nir hoang nuéc Anh roi.”
“That tinh 1a nhin chi cling chan ngét va nhan nheo d6 chd,” Dan choc chi

no.
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Va no6 né di ngay trude khi Amy kip nén cho n6 mdt nhat.

Chéng bao lau chiéc taxi da durng lai trudc mot tdoa nha khé)ng 16, hién dai,
mang hinh dang chiéc hop ¢ ria mgt cong vién um tum.

“Arisugawanomiya!” Tai x€ xe thong béo.
Dan hoang hon. “Em da lam chuyén gi sai u?”

“Do 1a tén cong vién, va tdoa nha nay la tru s& chinh thu vién Metropolitan
Tokyo,” Alistair giai thich v&i n6 khi thanh toan tién cho tai xé va ra khoi
xe. “Chuing ta chi c6 chut it thoi gian trudce khi Irina bat kip. Vi da bo thiét
bi GPS, chung ta ciing can ¢ gan nhau. Va hiy dé dién thoai sang ché do
‘rung’ luc ¢ trong thu vién.”

“Vay thi lam sao ma em vui dugc cht?” Dan lai lau nhau.

Ngay khi ca ba budc vao tdoa nha, mot quan thu manh mai xuat hién bén
canh Alistair, cii chao moi nguoi va trao doi bang thu tiéng Nhat nhanh
nhu tén ban. C6 mim cuo1 vo1 Dan va Amy, r61 ra hi€u moi ca ba di theo.

“Ong quen c¢b ay u?” Dan thi thao lic ho budc 1én mot cau thang 16n bang
cam thach. “Tu nhirng ngay ma 6ng con san ban ki€u shogun phai khong?”

“Khong, co ta chi lich sy ma thoi,” Alistair tra 161 no, tat khap khiéng cta
ldo that kho c6 thé nhan ra khi 130 budc di. “D6 14 sy ton kinh danh cho tuoi
tac cua ta. Mic du c6 18 c6 Nakamura day ciing con nh nhimg 1an ta xuét
hién trén truyén hinh mudi nam vé trudc. Mon burrito teriyaki ngon khung
hoang cua hang khi d6 qua la mdgt hién tugng.”

Ho di vao mot gian ph(‘)ng nho riéng tu 4m cung, day nhing ké sach. Mot
blrc tuong co cac ctra s6 nhin ra phia duong. Ngay chinh glu’a la mot day
may tinh. “Xin quy khach cir ty nhién héi t6i néu c6 van dé gi can tim
hiéu,” C6 Nakamura noi tiéng Anh véi giong hoi ning, cai dau chao
Alistair roi ra ngoai dong cira lai.
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“Ta n6i véi co 4y chung ta dén ddy dé tim hiéu mot trang web tuong tac
méi nodi vé day chuyén nhdi banh burrito,” Alistair néi, hai tay ti trén cay
gy va clii nguoi vé phia Dan va Amy. “Nhung cau hoi ta danh cho hai dira
1a: vi sao chung ta thdt sy c6 mat & noi nay?”

Mit Amy phong sang Dan. Alistair dd hoi cau nay trude ddy, va mdi lan
nhu thé ching déu lang di. Lao thura biét hai dira dang gidu minh mot di€u
gi do.

Van dé nam & hai thanh guom. Alistair hoan toan khong biét vé su hién
dién cua chung. Lao cling chua tung nhin thay bi mat dugc khac vao mot
lu6i guom. Lao cang khong biét dau moi thir hai 1a Wolfram.

Thdm chi éng dy con roi hon ching ta nita, Amy nhi. Iron Solute va
Wolfram chang phai 14 hai manh mdi c6 an nhap gi v6i nhau. Cai dau tién la
mot thanh phén ctia muc in, thir hai lai 12 mét hoa chat chay dugc trong
bong dén dién néng sang. Lam sao hai thir d6 c6 thé lién hé dugc voi nhau?
Amy va Dan ciing can biét thém rat nhiéu. Nhung c6 mot thtr thi da kha rd
rang. Theo mot cach ndo d6 cac thanh guom chinh 1a chia khoa dan dén dau
mbi tiép theo. C6 18 Alistair ¢é thé giup chung tim ra nd, Dan nghi. Nhung
rii ro ciing rat cao. Biét dau Alistair chi can c6 chut thong tin 13 s& linh di,
nhu ldo tung lam luc trude. Chd co tin mot ai - cau no1 do da tré thanh
cham ngon hanh dong ciia Dan va Amy. Mdi khi quén, chung s& phai héi
tiéc.

Va chiing cuc ky can han ché nhitng hoi tiéc.

“P6 1a... mét mat ma,” Dan ¢ gang ngiu hting bia ra mot 101 ndi doi vo
hai. “Trong nhac. Nhac cua Mozart. Poan ma ghi 1a, tm, ‘Hay dén Nhat.’
Trong ndt Ré? Tui con chi biét téi chimg d6.”

Alistair nhin vai, ngdi xuéng bén mét chiéc laptop. “Khéng cd qua nhiéu

dé bat dau, nhung diéu nay ciing khong khién ching ta chun budc, phai
khong. Mdi nguoi chung ta tim kiém thtr mot lic roi d6i chiéu, nhé?”
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Amy va Dan bao dam minh di ngdi dbi dién véi 1d0, dé man hinh chung
dang st dung khong bi Alistair nhin thdy. Amy g& vao thanh tim kiém.

nhat ban guom wolfram

87.722 két qua

“S& 1a mot ngay lao dong mét moi day,” Amy lam nham.

Dan go.

hinh anh chién binh ninja

1.694.117 két qua

N6 cuoi. Rét cude ciing khong dén ndi qua té.

Xam minh va vé& 1én co thé chi co 1a thudc vé nod 18 va ti nhan cua nguoi
Nhuc Ban ¢6 dai. Mot s hinh v€ chinh 1a ban xao lich sur cua cat nghé nhan
xam cua chung ta tat ca déu tot nghi¢p chong chuong ¢ lich str.

Dan kéo thanh truot xudng. Céac hinh vé& rd rang hon ban dich tiéng Anh.
Mot sO hoa van that tuyét voi, phu hét toan bo tam lung cua mot nguoi. Co
hang ta thir - hinh rong, canh tri trong lich str, ving nong thon, nhiing hinh
cudn trang tri tinh x4o...

N ding lai. C6 gi d6 trong mot tam hinh tréng quen lam.

Kéo thanh truot 1€n lai phia trén, n6 da tim théy va click chudt vao do.
Cham cham, phién ban phéng to ctia burc hinh da mé rong khap man hinh.

“Dan, em nghi em dang lam cdi quai gi vay?” Amy nhin qua vai no va thac
mac.

“Thay cai nay ngon lanh chu, khong phai thé sao?” Dan hoi lai.
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Amy chi vao man hinh laptop né dang sir dung, trén d6 hién thi ban d6
nudc Nhat. “Chung ta phai dinh vi duoc dau moi cua minh!”

“U, vay em xin 18i nha, h&i nha tham hiém Dora[4] vi dai, hay nhin k¥ di -
thay cac ky tu trén d6 chu? C6 phai ching hét nhu cac ky tu trén thanh
guom hay khong!”

[4] Dora la nhén vt chinh trong series phim hoat hinh néi tiéng trén thé
gioi, mot co bé nho tuoi tham gia cdac chuyén phiéu luu cung voi tam ban do
dé giup do moi nguoi.

Ai cha.

Tay Dan ngay tirc khiac bum miéng lai. N6 khong ¢ y néi chit G-wrom.

Mit Amy tron tring 1én. Dan, dé ngu si dan dén! Poi mit 4y néi trong im
lang.

Dan va Amy déu nhin sang Alistair, lic nay van dang cham chu viét lai thir
gi do6 lao nhin thay trén man hinh. Cham cham, lao ngang dau 1én. Mat tai
xanh, nhu thé b1 bénh.

“Chu Alistair 01...7”” Dan héi. “Cht ¢6 lam sao khong?”

Trong chung vai gidy Alistair khong tra 161 nd. Lao thao kinh ra va dung
khin mui soa dé lau. “On. Nhin man hinh qua l4u... khi 16n tudi moi thir
déu khoé khin hon. Tha 16i cho ta. Hai dta, trm, da tim thay gi chua?”
“Rbi,” Dan noi.

“Chua,” Amy vo1 dap.

“Ro1 va chua,” Dan chinh lai cau tra 161. “Con 6ng?”

Alistair gat dau vé lo dang. “Nao. Lai ddy xem.”
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Hai dtra lao nhanh dén dé nhin vao man hinh cua Alistair. Lio dang thu nho
trang webmail dé hién ra mot trang web trén do c6 blirc hinh chién binh
Nhat Ban vaoi dang vé vo cung dang so, tay cam mot dau nguot da bi cat lia.

“Eo 61...” Amy lam bam.

“Ne chi, chi 1a tdm hinh ching may pixel théi ma.” Dan noi, “Nhung ma...
uic

“Phai, day 1a Chudt hoi dau[5],” Alistair on ton noi, giong van xa xam va lo
dang. “Con dugc biét dén voi cai tén Toyotomi Hideyoshi.”

[5] Biét hiéu cua Toyotomi Hideyoshi.
“Hide-ai-day a?” Dan hai lai.

“Ong ta... 6ng ta 13 chién binh vi dai nhat trong lich st Nhat Ban,” Alistair
tiép tuc ké, “Nhung hau hét cac di tich dé lai déu thé hién ong 1a mot ngudi
di tuéng. Séng vao nhitng nim 1500. Ban dau la néng dan va sau d6 tro
thanh mot ké c6 quyén uy khong sao tudng tuong ndi, chinh phat rat nhiéu
bo toc va vung lanh thd, 1a nguoi lan dau tién théng nhat toan bd nudc Nhat
thanh mot thé luc duy nhat.” Alistair ngung lai, ha giong. “Va ong ay ciing
12 mot trong nhiing t6 tién Cahill cta cac con...”

“Con nghi con da nhin ra sy tuong dong vé1 Amy r61,” Dan choc chi n6.

“Thuc té, d6 1a mot nguol nha Tomas. Dong doi ciia Thomas Cabhill.
Thomas d3 dén ving Vién Pong vao thé ky 16 - ¢6 ngudi noi dé budn ban,
ké khac lai noi dé che gidu ndi 6 nhuc sau khi lac mat dau c6 em gai budng
binh. Du gi di nira, 6ng 4y ciing da dinh cu tai day va gia dinh cta 6ng tro
thanh chi Tomas, noi tiéng boi su tho 16 1an cung cach chién binh.”

Dan nhin k¥ hon. “Nha Holt - bon ho chinh 1a ngu61 nha Tomas. Trong ho

nhu nhitng khiic cdy va b nao cua loai khung long. Con ga nay trong cu
nhu con chon ay nhi.”
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“Hideyoshi 1a nguoi hg Tomas cling ¢6 1y.” Amy noi. “Strc manh. Hay nhin
cai bo dang kinh tém ma 6ng ay cam cai dau kia.”

“Tién hoa that kho luong. N6 khong wu 4i nha Tomas.” Nét u 4m trén mat
Alistair gidn ra chut it, dan lam thanh nu cudi nira miéng. “Di nhién, ta
cling dang c6 doi chat thanh kién véi tu cach mot nguoi nha Ekat. Du gi thi
ta cling rat tin cudc tim kiém nen bat dau tir Hideyoshi. Nhan vat nay co rat
nhiéu bi mat. Cé ngudi con cho rang cac bi mat da lam hai ong ta.”

“Bi mat la tén 16t cua chiing ta, 6ng a,

Alistair huéng cai nhin vao Dan, r6i dén Amy. Mau sac 16t cudc cling tir tir
trg lai trén khuén mat 13o. “Ta dinh s€ gilr thong tin nay cho riéng minh.
Sau nhimng gi xay ra ¢ Salzburg thi ta cling khong chac ¢ thé tin tuéng hai
dtra dugc nita hay khong. Thuc ra thi hom nay ta da dinh tim kiém toan bo
nhing thi lién quan dén Hideyoshi ma khong cho hai dira biét.”

“A a, té ra hai chiing ta cling giong nhau sao,” Dan budt mi¢ng.

“Ba,” Amy chinh lai. V&i mot cai liéc nhanh day ngu ¥ vé phia Dan, n6 noi
thém: “Ching con cling khong nghi minh c6 thé tin 6ng nita, cha Alistair

29

a.

Alistair gat dau. “Ta d3 hét stc c6 gang dé gianh dugc niém tin cia ca hai
thém mot 1an nira. Niém tin 13 mot thir gi d6 rat mong manh - kho tao ra, ma
lai d& pha v&. Ciling khong thé nao d6i chiac duge. Chi khi né duoc cho
khong thi may ra méi c6 thé duge nhan vé.” Lo nhin tir Amy sang Dan.
“Pé pha v& sy ho nghi, ai d6 phai thyc hién trudc thoi. Ta rat vui s& la
nguoi thue hién budc di ndy. Ca hai xtimg dang véi diéu do.”

Bang vé trang nghiém, 140 quay trd lai man hinh. “Hideyoshi 1a mot ké hoi
tam than ludn wa thich cat giéu moi th,” Alistair tiép tuc, tay kéo thanh
truot cla trang web xudng doan viét vé tiéu sir. “Chang han nhu & cudc sin
guom nim 1588, 6ng ta bat tat ca nong dan va ta dién phai ndp hét gwom
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cia ho cho minh. Ong ta n6i muén ding guwom dé nau chay va dac mot
tuong Phat that 16n. Nhung do6 1a mot 161 néi d6i.”

“Vay su thuc 1a...7” Amy hoi.

Alistair nhun vai. “D6 van 1a mét trong nhitng bi an 16n lao vé 6ng. Ong ta
tham chi con &p dung nhiéu bién phdp dé ngan nong dan va ta dién tro
thanh tang 16p vo si. Duong nhu 6ng ta so di€u nay xay ra.”

“Nhung chinh éng ta xuat than tir ting 16p dan nghéo ma,” Amy thic mac.

“Amy-san a, chi phai tu duy nhu mot vo si cht'r Dan néi. “Ong ay s¢ vi
ong 4y da xuat than tir tang 16p dan ngheo. Ong ay nghl ai do cling s€ lam y
nhu vay - va phét vao cai mong ninja cta ong Ay thi 0.’

Alistair gat gu. “Co 1€ ong ta nghi ngo s€ c6 thém con chau Tomas - hay t¢
hon, con chau Ekaterina - ciing dang séng trong cac tinh 1j thoi bay gid. Hai
nhanh Ekat va Tomas dd d6i dau nhau tir nhitng ngay trude. Phai chiang 6ng
ta mudn gidu di cac thanh guom khong cho nha Ekat s¢ hiru dé ngan khong
cho ho chdng lai minh? Chiing ta van chua rd. Chi dén khi chiing ta phat
hién ra ong ta gidu cac thanh guom d6 ¢ ddu thi méi biét duoc. Cai noi ddu
nay s& dan dén chd tai lam sao.” Thém mot cai nhin vai, Alistair quay vé
phia hai dira nhoc. “Roi d6, ta da ké hét cho hai con nhitng gi ta biét.”

Dan liéc sang chi minh. Bong da dugc da sang phan san cua hai dua.

Ong dy da cho chung ta biét bi mdt ciia minh, mat Amy dang néi véi no.
Chiing ta mdc ng 6ng dy.

Ong dy ciing dang nhin vao webmail ciia minh, Dan dap lai bang y nghi.
Ong ay khéng cho chiing ta xem CAI PO.

Cdi d6 khéc nha, Amy ci lai. Chiing ta can éng dy.

Ngoai tién bac va tiéng Nhdt ra thi éng ta con givip ich gi nita ndo?
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Ngoai trén rang duoi dep thi em co gi hay nao?
Dan trimg mat nhin Amy. Chj Iém, vdy CHI la ngueoi néi di.

Amy quay sang Alistair. “Tui con nghi la... tui con di tim thdy mot vai
thanh guom,” N6 néi. “O Venice.”

“Guom ctia Hideyoshi - ma & ¥ sao?” Alistair kinh ngac dén ling nguoi.

Budng mot tiéng tho dai, Dan 1am bam. “Chung & trong nha mot tay ngudi
Y, tén la Fidelio Racco.”

“Racco...” Alistair n6i. “Mot Janus. Nhung dau mobi lai chi dén mot can ct
Tomas. Ngac nhién nhi. Ngay tai Nhat, nguoi ta van don dai vé nhitng chd
cat gi bi mat ctia Hideyoshi, nhung ching déu dugc canh gac can mat boi
hau dué ctia Hideyoshi - nhiéu ké trong s6 d6 1a yakuza[6].”

[6] Bang ddng xd héi den Nhdt Ban, néi tiéng véi cach xdam minh.

Dan nd mot nu cudi. Gio thi dong dy da noi t(n nlnja “Ai cha - ba chay!”
Dan thét 1én. “Em di dau véi yakuza ¢ cap Bon trong tro... um, Ninja
Garden, em nghi nhu vay? Bon nay la nhiing tén cudp dién khung! Bon
chuing cat tay cua chiing ta ra va dem nham bfra trua.”

“Phai gap bon ho sdm thoi,” Amy noi.

“Tui con da c6 mang hai thanh gwom dén day,” Dan noi tiép. “Chung nam
trong hanh 1y. Mot thanh c6 mdt s6 dau hi¢u. Tui con bi€t chiing quan trong
- ¢6 1€ chung cung cap dugc thong tin vé dau moi ké tiép.”

Mit Alistair mé to. “Cé cach nao dé lay lai hai thanh gwom d6 khong?”

“Cé 1€ chung ta cling khong can lay lai dau.” Dan hat ham vé phia man
hinh. “Cac dau hi€u do co6 trong hoa van cua hinh xam nay.”
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Dan chua thay Alistair di chuyén nhanh nhu thé 1an nao. Lao chom qua vai
Dan va tro vao buc hinh. “Con chdc nhitng thtt nay dugc in trén thanh
guom cha?”

“Chéac,” Dan noéi. “A, khong han. Con cac dau hiéu khac nira. O trén day
khong c6.”

Amy lac dau. “Lam sao em chdc chan vay? Em c6 biét ti tiéng Nhat nao
dau.”

“Unm, ding d6,” Dan buc doc. “Va em cling khong doc troi duoc léy mot
ndt nhac. Nhung ma xem nao, ai la nguoi da nho toan bo ban nhac cua
Mozart va tim ra dau méi vira réi nhi? Chd di, khoan, khoan, dé em nhé
thtr coi. A. Nhé r6i - 13 em!”

“Da con c6 chdc rang cac dau hiéu con thiéu khong?” Alistair hoi. “Béi vi
thong di¢p, tu n6 thuong kha l1a vo thuong vo phat - mot cau than chu vé

may man, danh du, chién thang va dai loai nhu vay.”

“Hoan toan chic. O dau mdi hang, co6 mdt ky tu rét ky quac. Nhu cua mot
thr ngdn ngir nao d6. Bac biét do, chac 1a tiéng Phang.”

“Tiéng Phan, dtng 1a d6 ndo bi xdm,” Amy stra lung Dan, trong luc van
ngoi trudce laptop. “Em chang nhé dugc thir gi cho ra hon ca.”

Roi né quay sang Alistair, liic nay 1do dang g6 that manh trén ban phim cia
minh. “Bac biét gi vé may ga yakuza d6 vay, hd cha Alistair?”

N6 nghi minh vira nhac thdy Alistair ring minh. “Bon chung rat ban tinh va
nguy hiém,” Lao kh€ noi. “Tin ta di, chung ta khong nén day véi chling
dau.”

“Ong co cho quen biet nao vdi chung khong?”” Dan hoi.

“Chung biét va xem thuong ta,” Alistair d4p. “Ta 1a mot nguoi Ekat. Thanh
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vién nha Tomas va Ekat c6 ctru han sudt nhiéu thé ky nay. D3 tir 1au bon
yakuza bi nghi ngd dang cat tAm ban do din dén mot hAm mo bi an nam
dudi mit dat. Va néu ta budc phai hiéu thong diép vira ndy, thi tirc 1a ching
ta c6 thé vira tim thdy mot ban sao cua tim ban d6 do.”

Ong an nat IN. Tir mdy in cta thu vién, mot tim ban d6 tién dan ra khay
gidy. Mot hinh anh tir xa xua thé hién mang ludi chang chit cac duong ham.

“Tuyét!” Dan reo 1én.

“Ong biét hét tat ca nhirng thtr ndy u?” Amy ngac nhién.

Alistair 1ac dau. Mot 1an nira, mit 140 tai nhot va nang triu. “Pa tur lau ta tim
kiém mdt so tai liéu... ctia nha Ekat bi danh cap nhung khong lién quan dén
no. Mot dong nghiép cua ta da tim dugc mot ngéi mo bi mat. Ta nhan tin
cua ong ay trén mail khi con & Salzburg, vd1 mot so tai li¢u dinh kem -

trong d6 c6 tam ban do6 nay.

Ong cho chung xem t& gidy vira in, phia trén c6 dong tiéu dé GIA TRI
CHUA XAC DINH.

“Khoan d4 - tai liéu Ekat? Pong nghiép? Ong con giau gi chua cho hai dira
con biét ntra? Lam sao ong co thé...?”

Amy dang noi bdng nghen lai. Con trd trén man hinh cta Dan dang di
chuyén tir chinh gifta man hinh sang goc trai.

“Dan?” Amy hoi. “Dung lai ngay, dugc khong?”

“Dung cai gi?” Dan hoi.

“Ai cling biét thu vién lam em chan, nhung em khong thé nghiém tac mét
viéc gi dugc hay sao?” Amy tra 101 n6. “Pang lam tro khi gi phai khong?

Em c6 gi trong ti quan va n6 dang giri tin hiéu téi man hinh may tinh kia.
Neéu khong thi, tai sao miii tén trén man hinh lai di chuyén?”
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Gio miii tén da dén nat BACK[7], 1at nhanh qua cac trang ma Dan d3 xem -
hinh xam, thong tin vé Hideyoshi va cudc sdn guom, trang facebook cua ba
dtra con gai hoc 16p 6...

“B1” Dan la lén.

“P6 1a keylogger[8].” Alistair nhanh chong giat lay chiéc laptop. “Pa c6 ai
do dot nhap tor xa vao may tinh va dang xem hét tat ca nhiing gi Dan vira
xem hom nay.”

[7] QUAY LAI

[8] Keylogger la mdt chwong trinh theo déi thao tic ban phim, né cé thé
ghi lai moi thao tdc thuc hién trén ban phim vao mot tap tin nhat ky (log) dé
cho nguoi cdi dat né sir dung. Tham chi, keylogger con c6 thé ghi lai hinh
danh hién thi trén man hinh (screen) bang cdch chup (screen-shot) hodc
quay phim (screen-capture) tham chi con ghi nhan cach con tro chuot trén
may tinh di chuyén. Vi chirc ndng mang tinh vi pham vao rleng tw cua
nguoi khdc nén cdac trinh klogger dwoc xép vao nhém cdc phan mém gian
diép.

Bang mot dong tac dut khoat, 130 rut ddy dién dang sau mdy, man hinh tat
ngom. Tiéng bip lién tuc phat ra, va mot bang LCD chuyen sang cac chir cai
tiéng Nhat mau do trong gan giéng véi chit KHAN CAP.

“Sao bon ching lam dugc cht?” Amy ngac nhién.

Dan chop lay chiéc laptop, kiém tra card PC. “Puong truyén khong diy
802.11g,” N6 noi vo1 Amy. “Vay bon chung kha gan day. Em khong 10, c6
1€ 1a chirng muoi thude - hay chi nam thudce néu chung c6 bd khuéch séng

gi d6?”

Alistair huédng vé phia cura s6. “Cdé nghia 1a bon chiung hodc da ¢ trong toa
nha nay hoac ¢ dau do6 mot trong s6 nhitng chiéc xe hoi ngoai kia.”
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Mot trong sO hang tram chiéc xe hoi, c6 thé noi 1a vay - néu tinh dén nhitng
chiéc dang dau ¢ 1€ dau xe, ¢ bai dau xe trong cong vién sat bén canh, va ca
nhitng chi€éc dang n61 dudi nhau trén duong.

Tach-tach-tach-tach!

Tiéng gd vao canh ctra khién cho tat ca giat ban minh. “Moi thir trong nay
van on cht?”. Mgt giong noi rut re, nhit nhat vong vao.

Nghe nhu 14 ¢6 Nakamura, nhung lai ¢ diéu gi d6 khong on trong giong
nodi cua co...

Alistair dén mé ctra. “C6 thé co Ay biét 1am thé nao dé do ra dau vét.”
“Qi khong!” Amy thot 1én.

“Co6 Nakamura,” Alistair n6i, kéo manh tay nam ctra, “Thu vién cua c6 da
bi dot nhap...”

Ctra m¢ - va Alistair nhin cham cham vao by nguc do s trong chiéc ao
thun co& XXXL

“Khong dua dau, Sherwood day,” Eisenhower Holt san vao, véi mot ny
cuoi rong dén ndi gan cham vao mép hang ria quan doi chin chu cua ga.
“Nao, tat ca vao doi1 hinh... va diéu binh nao!”
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CHUONG 6

Brrr...

bién thoai Amy rung rung.

N6 liéc quanh chiéc xe tai. O ghé bén canh vo ling, Eisenhower Holt dang
tranh cai vé1 vo ga, Mary-Todd, 1a nguoi dang cam 1ai. Day ké tiép, hai dua
sinh d61 11 tudi Reagan va Madison Holt dang thi xem ai c6 thé hat gi miii
vao toc thang anh Hamilton. Con ch6 ngao Arnold sua vang 1én day vé
tham lam, ngoam lay nhitng manh “vii khi” bay veéo qua bang bd ham
khung khiép cua nd.

“Ngung lai di, né giét tao mat!” Ham la 1én.

“Van dé 1a cho do,” Madison vo tay.

“Sherwood[1] 14 khu rirng, cung a,” Mary-Tood nang nic véi chong. “Tay
tham tu 1a Sherlock[2].”

[1] Khu rieng tuwong truyén la noi sinh song ciia Vua luc ldm Robin Hood.
[2] Tiec Sherlock Holmes.

“Anh s& do lai!” Eisenhower tuyén bé. “Dé anh nhic cho minh nhg, Mary-
Todd nhé, & hoc vién West Point, chi s6 IQ cua anh gan dat 100 hoan hao.
A, 89 - nhung ma d6 1a anh con chang thém luyén tap gi!”

“1 duoc xem la binh thuong thoi, cuc cung,” Mary-Todd dap.

“Binh thuong 1a ké thu cua sang tao,” Eisenhower gao 1€n. “Mot ngudi nha

Holt khéng bao gio binh thudng - nhu di qua rd trong cudc vay bat hét stc
thién tai bon nha Cahill!”
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Brrrrr...

Amy cho tay vao tii quan bén trai va 16i chiéc dién thoai ra, bao dam khong
dé ai trong thay dugc. Phia bén phai, nd bi troi vao Alistair, lac nay lao
dang gian sbi ca tiét. Con Alistair lai dang bi troi tiép vao Dan - cdu chang,
trai lai, nhu bi mat tri, ngéi doc ngon lanh hang t4 nhitng sach huéng dan du
lich ma bon Holt da bé lai trén san xe.

Amy nhanh chéng liéc thidy man hinh hién cudc goi dén.
GOMEZ, NELLIE

N6 ¢ gang khong la 1én, nhin cham cham vao Alistair va Dan, gio man
hinh dién thoai cho ca hai thay.

Nellie van con song!

“PUCCCCCC LAMMM, TUYETTTT!” Dan reo lén.

“Thang nhoc Cahill déng ¥y voi anh kia!” Eisenhower cudi nham nhé, quay
nguoi lai phia dang sau xe tai. “Nhoc con thong minh. May s& duoc di day

di d6 voi tui tao... trong vai mot tu binh! Ha ha!”

Ca nha Holt cuoi 6 1én, trir con Arnold, duong nhu van con béi 16i khong
biét chd d6 in dang bay tu dung bién dau mat.

“Dé ¢ chd tui may khong co du thong minh dé phat hién ra tui tao da theo
timg duong di nude bude,” Eisenhower noi tiép, “Bang chinh cong nghé
hack c6 ban quyén ctia nha Holt. Pau tién tui tao dot nhap vao thiét bi do
tim trén con méo ciia tyi may - dén khi phat hién con méo hoa ra lai 1a 6ng
chu cua tyi may!”

Madison va Reagan nhin b6 chiing vo1 vé hoang

“Ro1 bon tao theo dudi han dén san bay, l1a noi tao da ra I¢nh cho ca nha
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thuc hién tro kong nghé xuat sac nhut,” Eisenhower tiép tuc noéi, “Dot nhap
vao h¢ thong ban vé san bay!”

“Nhung roi tao da nhic voi ong xa tt ca nhitng gi 6ng can 1a di theo chiéc
limo,” Mary - Todd 1én ti€éng

Madison xen vao: “Con khi ching tao ¢c6 mit & san bay thir hai kia Ay ha?
Va thay bon may vao chiéc phan lyc? Ching tao chi can héi cai ga phi cong
siéu “hot”, gi Fabio d6? Rang bon may di dau?” No¢ lai nhe ring cudi toe
toét. “Va gi da ké.”

A »

“Gdu’” con Arnold phu hoa.

“Gio d6,” Eisenhower noi, “Bon tao c6 thé trung dung chuyén bay to1 Nhat,
bon tao da vugt mat chung may téi dugc san bay trudc roi cho téi khi tui
may c6 mit, theo sat timg dong tinh cua tui may cho dén lic dat dugc thanh
cong cudi cung - keylog vao timg chiéc laptop va lay hét thong tin cia tui
may! Va gio thi tao da c6 ca ba trong tay, da co thé thuc hién dugc muc tiéu
ctia cudc doi. Khong chi 13 tim bang hét ba muoi chin dau mdi trudc tién.
Ma con dat tén tudi nha Holt vao dung noi ciia né - & timg gia huy cia nha
Tomas... gia huy. Lich str s& khong con nhic dén tén nha Holt nhu nhitng ké
ngu si. S& khong con 13 nhitng con chién ghé, 1a vét nho dudi diing quan
ctia dong ho, 1 dong ghi cht hoi hdm cua truyén thuyét nha Tomas. Va bon
may s& gitp bon tao hoan thanh s ménh lich sir bang cach dan bon tao dén
chinh cai thit bon may da tim thay - dau mbi ké tiép, nam & nhiing con
duong ham cua thanh phd Tokyo!”

“Ty ong hinh dung ra tit ca nhiing thi nay sao?” Amy hoéi gi, trong long
khé kiém dugc cam giac thu thai khi biét ¢d nang au pair van binh an.

“Chirng nim muoi ba phan trim,” Eisenhower thi that.
“Hon bon muoi bay phan tram théi,” Mary - Todd néi.

“Anh biét ngay 1a khong ding ma,” Eisenhower noi.
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“Ua, cha! Con méi da lam hét may moén k¥ thudt d6 chtr bd,” Reagan than
van.

“Cha cai gi?” Eisenhower 1én giong.

“Thua cha,” Reagan dap.

“Lap luan cua nguoi cling ngd ngan nhu chinh cudc noéi chuyén cua 1 cac

nguol vay,” Alistair 1én tiéng, giong khong gidu dugc con gian dir. “Cac
vJ , b " Lt -, N

nguoi dung hong ki€m duoc ti ti gi tir cai tro hack hiéc vao hé thong. Chang

qua 1l cac nguoi da lay cdp ban do cua ta, cai do6 ba hoa.”

“Chi Alistair?” Amy lén tiéng. Chua khi nao né thay Alistair nhu lic nay.

“Cé6 dura nao vira meo meo & phia sau vay?” Eisenhower thac mac. “Ta vura
nghe nhu thé c6 mdt tén Ekat 1€n tieéng?”

“Gau?* Arnold gam gur, nudc dai chdy rong rong.

Alistair cuo1 mot cach man dai. “Di€u gi khién ca bon dé ti¢én chiing may
nghi c6 thé doc dugc cai ban d6 ay nao? N6 duoc viét bang tiéng Nhat do.”

“Ha! Pumng hong c6 thtr gi qua mit dugc ngudi nha Holt!” Eisenhower gam
1én. “Tao da nghe 1én bon may qua canh cura thu vién, noéi vé hdm md cd
xua dudi long dat. Do d6 bon tao s& bit dau tai... quan ham mo dudi long
dat. Tiép tuc tién lén!”

Chiéc xe tai lao dao nghiéng sang trai.

Dan ngang dau 1én khoi tim ban do hé thong tau dién ngam Tokyo. Mat
sang rd, hét nhu moi khi né vira giai dugc mot doan ma hay phét hién ra
mot manh mai cua tro World of Warcraﬁ “Ham mo 4? Toi nghi t6t hon ca

1a ta di tim hé thong tau dién ngam 4y.”

Chiéc xe tai lai nghiéng sang phai.
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“Con muon di1 té co,” Madison kéu to.

Chiéc xe tai thang két vao vé dudng. “Ai d6 dua ra quyét dinh coi nao?”
Mary - Todd hoi y kién.

Trong lac nha Holt tiép tuc nhao nhao tranh luin nhu thuong 18 thi Alistair
thi tham va&i1 Dan. “H¢ thong tau dién ngam u, con trai? Vi sao?”

“Trudc tién, chau da nhd ban d6 cua 6ng,” Dan bat dau hoi c6 phan phan
khich.

“Suyt!” Amy nhac nho.

“Cac duong ham bi mat va tau dién ngam,” Dan tiép tuc néi oang oang. “Ca
hai déu khdp vdi nhau - gan nhu tung chi tiét! Chau hinh dung c6 1€ 1a h¢
thong tau dién ngdm dugc xay thang 1€n trén cac duong ham trude do!”

Ca nha Holt im bat ngay ttrc thi.

“Dan...” Amy canh bdo nd. “Em noi cho 4o biét mat roi con dau!”

Dan ngang 1én, hot hoang. “Em noi véi chu Alistair théi ma.”

“Nhung tui taoooooo nghe thay ca ro1,” Reagan hat vang Ién, the ca ludi ra
ché nhao nod. “Con nita, néu may khong noi ra thi may ciling thanh cuc thit
vién tho1.”

“Gau,” Arnold xen vao, nhe ra nhitrng chiéc rang 16p nhép nudc dai.

Mait Dan trang béch ra. N6 dua cai li€c nhin day an nan vé phia Amy va
Alistair, hai nguoi gio ddy mat miii cling sa sam ca lai. “Um, a van dé 1a...?
N6 khong that sy khép nhau dau. Vay 1a em sai ro1. Tai vi, rm xem nao, co
mot khac biét 16n day. O gitra tam ban d6 co, cé mdt doan giao v6i mot can

phong 16n. Con trong tim ban d6 xe dién ngam thi duong ray song song
nhau. P¢... thay chua? Sai cho 1a cai chac...”
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“Cho hai tam ban do léch nhau chinh la noi bi mat duoc cat git!”
Eisenhower reo 1én.

“Luc ndo anh ciing gioi giang!” Mary - Todd ninh chong.

Amy rén ri vi that vong. Dan cang ngu di thi Eisenhower Holt cang khon ra.
“Tuyét,” Hamilton tiép tuc véi cai cudi ché nhao.

Bat thinh linh, Eisenhower lai ludm bon ho bang cip mat khép ho. “Ng,
khong phai tui may dang lwra tui tao chd? Tui tao khong ngu nhu tui may
nhin thay dau. Hay la... sao cling duogc.”

“A...” Dan ctr nhin Amy rdi sang Alistair trong tuyét vong. “O hai bén déu
co tram dung cho tau dién ngam. Co6 1€ cai ¢ dau phia Bac, Yotsuya, thi gan
hon.”

“Ching ta s& dén cai & dau phia Nam,” Eisenhower ra lénh.

Thé 1a chiéc xe tai lai chao dao lao di.

“G10 thi con thyc su phai di t¢ d6,” Madison lai than van.

skekok

Ho yén ling cho cho dén khi tau roi ga Nagatacho. Luc nay ke ga chi con
co bon ho. Lich tau chay, cai ma Alistair da lay tir ché ngudi phuc vy, cho
thay chuyén tau tiép theo s€ dén luc 5 gio 40. Lao xem dong ho.

Ro61 130 nhin xudng duong tau - nhitng duong ray toi, hep dan vao mot
dudng ham mit mung & ca hai dau.

“Bay gio 1a 5 gio 17,” Lao ndi, giong hoi run. “Chung ta c¢6 chinh xac 23
phut.”
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Eisenhower dimg lai & mép ke ga. “Tat ca, hiy tap hop!” Ga hét lén.
“Con mudn di trude!” Madison n

“Chinh n6 da bat chung ta phai chd lac nd vao toilet,” Reagan phan nan.
“Con di dugc khong? Nha cha?”

“@Gan to1 sinh nhat me ré1,” Hamilton noi.

“Gau,” Arnold tiép 10i, suc khip mép ke ga dé duoi theo mot con chudt
cong den si dang lao qua may thanh ray.

“Mdi ngudi nha Holt ty hanh dong!” Eisenhower thét, rut trong tdi ra cip
gang lam vuon, deo vao tay ro1 khom nguoi thap xudng. “Va nhd 1a khong
dugc cham vao ray thir tu.”

“Thir ba, cuc cung a,” Mary - Todd chinh lai.

Khi Madison va Reagan di theo thi Alistair nim liy tay cta ca Amy va
Dan, cham cham budc giat lui. Lao dang ¢6 tim cach tau thoat. Nhung
Mary - Todd va Hamilton d chin duong, khoanh tay trudc nguc. “A ha!”
Hamilton lac dau.

“Co ¢ gang day, ong chu,” Dan thi thao.
Luc dé 1a 5 gio 19 phut. Con 21 phtt nira.

Budng tiéng thd dai, Dan tréo 1én mot dudng ray, theo sau Amy, Alistair va
dam Holt con lai. Mgt dong nudc den kit nhu myuc chdy bén dudi duong
ray. Mot mau gidy goi keo cao su dang ndi lénh bénh. Phia trudc, con
duong ham lao vao bong t6i thim tham. Dan thiy budn non. Ca n6 1an Amy
déu khong may man lam mdi khi & trong long dat. Nhitng hinh anh bat dau
1énh bénh troi trong dau nd. Chay... chay... chay trén Jonah Wizard trong
cdi bdo tang duwéi long ddt & Venice... chay khéi bon Kabra trong ham mé
Paris... khoi chiéc tau... chay tron khoi ky ikc... N6 van con hinh dung duoc
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canh tay cia Amy vuon ra dé 16i no khoi chiée tau dién dang lao t6i luc &
Paris, chiéc ba 16 bién mat hiit dudi hang tan thép dang ram rap phong dén,
tiéng thét phat ra nhur xé toang ¢ hong cua nd. Véi bat ky ai khac, tim hinh
d3 phai mau ma no gitt trong ba 16 - mot cip vo chong dang mim cudi hanh
phuc - ¢6 1& s& that nhat nhoa va chang c¢6 gi thi vi. Thé nhung véi riéng
Dan, ky vat 4y quan trong nhu chinh cudc song vay. N6 da nhin ngam tim
anh d6 hang ngdy, nhé timg pixel chi tiét trén d6. D6 1a ki niém duy nhat
con lai, tAm anh duy nhét con lai cta cha va me,6 khong tai nao nh¢ duoc.
Va giod thi tdm anh ciing khong con nita, cach noi day ca mot chau luc xa
XOl.

“Huay - hai - ba - bon...” Eisenhower gao to.

Amy day Dan vé phia trudc, lac cho ky trc bat ra khoi dau no. Thinh-thich-
thinh-thich-huych, budc chan cia n6 khua vang. “Ho?”” Dan ré 1én.

“DPung c6 thac mac,” Amy n6i. Tham chi trong canh to1 tu mu nay, nd cling
c6 thé nhan thay mat cia Amy trang béch ra.

Ca bon tiép tuc 1€ budce ve phia trude, van trén duong ray gitra dé tranh ray
dién thtr ba, cho dén khi anh deén cua ga tat lim. “Bao cdo nao!” Eisenhower
ra lénh.

Tay Dan run ray khi né roi chiéc dén pin bo tii vao tdm ban do tau dién.
Phia trudce ho, khong thé nhin thay dugc anh sang cua ga ké tiép. Ca bon da
bang qua trung diém gifra hai ga ro1. “Theo trén day,” Dan no1, “Chung ta 1€

ra phai dén do ro1. Cho giao nhau phai ndm vé phia bén trai.”

“Binh tinh nao!” Eisenhower 1én tiéng. “DPung vao hang dé ki€ém cach
mau!”

Amy gio tay sang trai, cham vao bé mat dudong ham ban thiu. “Chi 1a mot
blrc tuong, khong hon!”

“Cur tiep tuc tim kiém,” Eisenhower ra 1énh.
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Dan dién cudng day va dam, nhung btc tuong van khong suy chuyén. Xi
mang day cop. No xem gio, chiéc dong ho bat dau mat dan tinh nang phat
sang trong bong toi.

5 g16 30 phut.

“Y tuong ndy that ngu si,” Giong clia ndé vang vong trong dudng ham.
“Nhin xem, ching ta chi c6 muoi phut. Ta ro1 khoi nha ga cach day muoi
mot phuat. Van con du thoi gian dé€ quay tré lai trudce khi...”

“Nhiém vu bi hiiy!” Eisenhower rong 1én. “Sang trai! Va... hai-ba-bon

Dan bat dau chay, xém chut nita vap vao chi minh.

“0ai!” Amy la 1én. “Dan!”

“Xin 16i!” Dan tra 1oi. “Gip lai chi & chd ke ga”.

“Dan, chan chi bi ket roi!”’

Dan quay phat lai va roi dén pin vao dang Amy dang cui xudng. Con bé
nhan mat, chan trai da ket vao bén dudi mot duong ray.

“Pé ta ciru nd!” Hamilton la 1én.

"7

“Khong, dé em!” Reagan rit 1én lanh 1anh. “Chang bao gio em duogc di giai

ctru dau tién het!”
“Giai tan!” Eisenhower lai gao 1én.
“Gau,” Arnold sua.

Dan len qua dam nguoi, rang dén cham vao chi né luc nay dang thét hét stc
binh sinh, “Cdc ngwoi chi lam moi thw toi té hon thoi!”
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Toc Dan bat dau khé dung xody phia sau gdy. Mot lan gié tuy yéu nhung
déu dan dang ludt qua duong ham tur phia Nam. Dan c6 thé thay mat Amy
ngudc nhin nd, mat mo to. “Dan? Gid tau chay chinh xac cd nao?”

“Em khong biét!” Dan dap.

“Khi mot doan tau chay vao dudng ham, em c6 thay khong khi duoc day
di?”

Reng-g-g-g-g-8-8-8-8!

Dan quay dau vé noi 4m thanh phat ra. Hai dén pha tir dang xa, tua nhu cip
mat ciia mot loai bo sat dang xuyén qua bong to61, huéng vé phia ching - va
cang lac ca

“Nha Holt - chay mau!” Eisenhower ra 1énh.

Nhu mét khoi thong nhat, nha Holt quay dau lai va chay thuc mang dén ga
ké tiép.

“Pung bo chung toi!” Amy thét 1én.

Dan van tiép tuc kéo. Chan Amy bi méc lai & d6. Ket cung.

“OAII”

“Em... s&... 1am duoc,” Dan rit qua k& ring. N6 quy xudng dong nuéc dang

chay nho giot gitta hai ray, gid chung ciing rung 1én theo chuyén dong cua
con tau.

“Chay di, Dan!”

“Cho d... em biét 16i...” Chiéc ddy giay. Dan tho tay vao day gidy ciia Amy
va giat that manh.
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Chung da bi that nut lai. U6t nhep va ket chat. Chan cia Amy duong nhu bi
dinh keo vao chiéc giay. Gia nhu n6 c6 thé thao ra, st dung chd nudc bén
dudi dé lam tron...

Tiéng rit ken két ctia phanh lan khap duong ham. Gié téc xody quanh Dan
nhu mdt con cudng phong, ném bui dat va manh vun vao mat n6. Mat no da

16a 16n trang x6a. Co thé bao nd phai chay di. Ngay bay gio.

“CU CHAY bI!”

“Thoi nao Amy, em khong bo chi duoc dau...’

Con bé da ctru mang no. No cling ¢6 thé ciru chi minh. N6 phai lam diéu
nay.

Keo di!

Gi6 manh dit déi. Am thanh dap vao tai n6 nhu moét vat cung. No lai keéo,
lac, giat, dap manh.

Con Amy thi dang can n6 lai, day no ra - cot dé ctiru mang né. Hoi thé lanh
ngat cia Amy pha vao c6 no, ddm gan noi 1én chang chit noi ¢c6 hong con
bé.

N6 nhan ra Amy dang thét that to, nhung n6 khong thé nghe thay gi ca.

HO-O-ON-KKKKKKKKKKKKK!

Toan than Dan dong cung lai khi n6 ngoanh dau nhin vé phia anh dén dang
lao thang t&i.
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CHUONG 7

“AAAAAAAAAAAAAL

Amy khong cam thay gi nira hét. Giod. Tiéng rit chéi 16i ctia phanh tau bang
kim loai, ti€ng coi1 at hét tat cd moi am thanh.

Hin no6 d3 nhdm nghién mit, bai né chang con thiy duogc gi nira.
Amy ngi xudng.

Cam giac nhu ca co thé dang 1énh bénh. N6 dang bay.

R6i vai con bé dap vao 16p xi ming, cimg va lanh ngit.

Khi mé mit ra, tit ca tuyét nhién yén ang va tbi den.

“Chéc 1-1-a... minh da chét roi chiang?” N¢ ling nghe chinh giong néi cia
minh, cao va mong dén ky la.

Trong mot lic 1au, né khong nghe thiy gi nita. Va roi:
“Chao nguoi chét. Em 1a Dan day.

Tiéng quet que diém vang 1én danh xoet, va anh sang 16 mo vién quanh hai
khuon mat.

Amy nhom ddy. Mit ca bén trai cia né nhirc nhdi, va chiéc gidy ciing
khong con. “Chu Alistair? Dan?”

Toc Dan dung dung, mat n6 bam dﬁy bui den kit, con doi mét thi tron xoe

va dang mo thao 1a0 nhu hai qua bong mém. “Chinh 1a 6ng 4y, 13 6ng cha
Alistair d6. Ong ctru mang chiing ta. Lao ra. Tur phia buc tuong. Bang cach
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nao ma...?” Dan ldo ddo chom vé phia Amy, ca than nguoi n6 gap xudng
khi tr6 mat nhin vao chan con bé. “No¢ van con nguyén nay. Ong ta khong
cat n6 ra khi...”

No6i dén do, dau goi cia Dan quy han va n6 t€ xudng nén dat.

“Dan!” Amy thét 1én. Khi vuon nguoi nam 1ay tay thang em, mat ca con bé
nhoéi dau khung khiép.

“On ma,” Dan an i, ngdi bat day. “Em khong sao dau. Pung goi 911. Téc
em co bac trang khong? Giong trong phim, lic ma ngudi ta thay s¢ oi la s¢
ay?”

“Ca hai dtra déu d3 an toan,” Alistair néi trong ltc di chuyén que diém do
xung quanh cac goc tuong cua can phong lén “Dan, téc cua con van con
mau den - va con dd néi dung vé noi tra an bi mat. N6 & gan noi con da
doan ra. Co mot burc khac co nho trén tuong, mot biéu tuong cd xua gidng
nhu mot hgp dién. Khi ta an vao, cira mod ra. Ta chi viéc kéo ca hai vao
theo.”

Amy tién v€ phia trudc bang céi chan lanh lan, gio chan dau 1én, va choang
tay 0m cham lay Alistair. “Con cam on,” N6 noi.

N6 cam nhan duoc Alistair lung ting. Thoang chut s¢g hai, nd théy nhu
minh vira ¢ mot hanh dong cuc ky sai lam. C6 thé néi l1do khong phai loai
nguoi thich duge 6m. Roi, la thay, Alistair cling 6m cham lay né. “Ta...
cling ng con mot lan,” Lo nhe nhang noi.

“Hoac hai day,” Dan xen vao.

Alistair gat dau. “Ta cho rang tri nh minh khong that tét trong cac tinh
hudng chét nguoi nhu thé nay.”

“G10 thi 6ng da bu lai dugce r61,” Amy vui dau vao vai 4o jacket lua van con
surc nire mui nudc hoa cao rau cua Alistair.
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Alistair nhe nhang day noé ra, nhin xuong chan n6 vé day quan tam. “Chan
cua con sao roi1?”

“Gi1ong nhu 1a nd bi ket dudi duong ray ro1 bi 161 ra khoi chiée giay,” Amy
noi, khé nhan mat. “Con c6 thé nhiic nhiac dugc, nhung chac con bi trat mat
ca 161.”

“Ca la chi khong thé nhdy diéu tap-dance[1] duoc.” Dan choc, dau giong nd
van con hoi mét moi.

[1] Nhay thiét hai, mét diéu nhday dwong phé thinh hanh ¢ My, ding got
chdn nén xuong dat de tao dm thanh va nhip diéu.

Amy mim cudi voi thang em, chwa bao gio hinh dung dugc minh c6 thé
mot 1an thich thu cai théi hai hudc ngd ngan cia né. Amy cam nhan duoc
ludng hoi am ap toa ra tir phia thang bé.

'7’

“0, khong, em thay cai nhin nay roi - dep cai vu dm iéc di!” Dan noi, Iui

ngay lai.

N6 ué oai givong chiéc dén pin bé ti quét cham cham quanh cin phong, dén
khi anh sdng cham t&i chong hién vat c6 dang nam ngon ngang trén san,
pht mot 16p bui day den kit - quan 4o, nhitng moén kim loai xin mau, mot
chiéc hop kim loai, mot qua cau va mot vat hinh try ning trich. Khi ca ba lai
gén hon, Alistair bat dau nhan xét, “Um, c6 18 bon vakuza da kiém soat mot
hé thong dudng ngam dudi mat dat, nhung duong nhu nhiéu thé ky nay bon
ching khong c6 méat & noi nay.”

“Nay,” Dan noi to. “Jar Jar Binks[2] da noi1 gi khi anh ta gdp mot thanh vién
t6 chirc mafia Nhat Ban nao?”>

[2] Mt nhén vt trong tdc pham Star Wars (Chién tranh giita cdc vi sao)
cua George Lucas.

Amy can nhan. “Em hoi phuc hoi bi nhanh d6.”
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“Ta ciing thich duia ma. Hay khoan...” Alistair ding lai, r6i mim cuoi. “Ma
noi gi nhi? Yakuza chang?”

Cai cuoi toe toét cua Dan tat ngdm. “Lam sao 6ng biét chit? Con chi vira
ché ra th6i ma.”

“Choi chir 1a diu hiéu cta tri tué dugc che giéu ky,” Alistair dap, x6 tay vao
d6i ging mau trang. Lio cti xuéng chong hién vat va than trong nhit 1én
mot mau vai nho gion cong queo. “Khé ma néi duge mén niy da bao nhiéu
tu6i bén dudi chirng d6 bui bam kim loai.”

“Nay, xem thir xem!” Dan néi. N6 mé mot cudn giéy nhat duoc déng sau
cai tu kéo.

“Can than nao!” Amy bao no.

Cudn gidy gio dd duge mo ra, quanh mép d hoi den di nhung van con doc
dugc - ba dong tiéng Nhat viét theo 161 ki€u cach. “Trén do viét gi vay
ong?” Dan thdac mac.

Alistair nhin that k. “D6 1a mot bai tho haiku, ta cho 1a thé. Khoan, dé ta
xem k¥ lai nhip tho... ‘Dé tim no1 & méi /Kho bau cua Hideyoshi/ Hay dung
hinh hoc.””

“Kho bau?” Amy to mo. “Co bao gdm céac thanh guwom trong d6 khong
nhi?”

“Ching ta giau to r6i!” Dan hét 1én. “Ho hé - em biét ma! Puogc thoi, hinh
hoc. Em s€ xtir mon nay. Cho da, chd em mot phut...”

“No co6 thé 1a bat ctr cai gi...” Amy noi, dua mat nhin quanh can phong.

“Chung ta dang ¢ trong mot cin phong 16n,” Dan néi. “Vay thé tich cua
hinh hop, dang khong nhi?”
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“Sao co?” Alistair hoi nd.
“Mo6t hinh hop c6 ba chiéu, gidng cin phong nay,” Dan giai thich.

“Lam sao cdi dé giai bai toan nay dugc chd?” Amy hoéi Dan. “Chang khac
nao tim canh huyén trong dong rom.”

“Do6 1a mot chuyén dua déy 4?” Dan héi lai. “Tai vi néu ding vay, thi chi
cling phai cho em mdgt dau hi€éu nhan biét chir. Nhu 1a, g vao dau hai céai dé

em bi€t khi nao em phai cuo1 ha ha.”

Mot tay nd budng thdng cudn gidy xudng. Tiéng tdch phat ra vang vao cac
blrc tuong roi im bat.

Sy yén ang day chét choc.

Amy cing thang nhin xung quanh. “L& ra gid nay phai c6 thém mot chuyén
tau khac nira chu...”

Dan cho tay vao tii. “Em khong kiém tra dugc. C6 18 em di bé lich tau
chay lai trén duong ray ro61.”

“Y chi 1a, vé 1y thuyét - chang 1& khong c¢6 mdt chiée tau khac chay qua
sa0?” Amy noéi. “Néu khong phai hudng nay, thi hudng con lai? Tau chay

kha 1a déu ma, phai khong? Sao lai yén ang nhu vay?”

Alistair dimg thang lung 1én. “Néi phai. Han 1a bon ho di dong cong tic
dién. C6 nghia 1a...”

Tiéng dong déu déu gid da len qua cac birc tuong. N6 phat ra tir huéng Bac,
¢ doan ray doi di¢n noi ho da xuat phat.

“A1do?” Dan hoi. “Céanh sat chang?”

Mat Alistair dot nhién trong that gia nua va han 1én nhirng nép nhan.
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“Khong dau,”Lldo tra 101 Dan bang giong run ray. “La bon Yakuza
“Ta lam gi day?” Dan s¢ hai.

“Bon chung khong thé tim ra ching ta, phai khong?” Amy héi. “Vay ta ci &
day?”

Alistair nam tay Dan va Amy, ddy ca hai ra ctra. “Bon chung sé& bang qua
ray, thay chiéc giay bi danh roi, ro61 lich tau chay ta bo lai, ca nhitng dau vét
de lai trén hop am tuong. Phai di ngay thoi.”

“Hinh 1ap phuong!” Amy bat ra va quay trd lai chong hién vat. “Nhin xem!
Hinh cau! Hinh tru! Hinh ho... hinh gi gi d6! Tat ca déu 1a hinh hoc, phai
khong Dan? Chung nam ngay day!”

Dan chdp ngay lay qua cau, nhét vao ba 16. “Hay lay hét theo!”

“Nhanh nao!” Alistair ra 1énh, mot tay cam khoi lap phuwong nho, tay kia
cam khoi tam giac déu. Amy chup khéi hinh tru va hudng ra phia cira.

Chi mot luc sau, ca ba da trd lai duong ray. Alistair dong canh ctra day cop
lai. Cho trude do6 1a buc tuong da lién mach do day, nay da co6 mdt duong
vién 10 mo cua canh ctra m&i1 mo ra lic ndy.

Con tau suyt nira tong vao ho gio dang dung lai ¢ phia xa, cac toa dang sau
no6 van chua dén dugc ga ke tiép.

Amy rat chiéc giay khi ndy con ket dudi ray va x6 vao chan minh. N6 loang
choang, mit ca dau nhoi. Nhung cai ¥ nghi phai dimng lai khién con bé chét
diéng ngudi. Nghién rang, Amy chay that nhanh. Ca bon lao xudng dudng
ray, quay tré vé huéng lac dau ho xubng ddy. Nha ga chang may chdc hién
ra trong tim mat, thé nhung dudng ray gio da rai rac anh dén pin, nhiing tia
sang di chuyén xung quanh nhu nhitng con dom dom.

Ca ba dung lai, tiéng thé doc ctia ho vang vong trong dudng ham.
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“Canh sat,” Alistair thi thAm. “Khong duoc dé ho phat hién. Ho s& bat
chiung ta mat

Anh sang dén gan hon, giong noi cang 1d hon. O dau con lai, nghe nhu 1a
bon yakuza da chuyén hudng - sang phia bén kia dudng ray.

“Con bon yakuza ntta?” Dan hoi Alistair.

“Chung s€ khtr chung ta,” Lao dap.

“Vay that 1a ngu ngdc,” Dan ndi va lao thang vé phia canh sat.
“Khong duoc!” Amy chop lay tay no.

“Chi dé xudt xem chung ta phai di dau nao?” Dan tic toi.

Amy ngudc 1én trén. Nac cudi cung cua mot cau thang treo ngay trén dau
ba nguoi.

“Ta phai gilt cdc mon do,” Alistair ra hi¢u. Lao nhanh chong céi bo chiéc
jacket lua, trai ra va cho nhiitng moéon do 1€n trén, doan cudn cac mép lai.
Dan lay trong ba 16 cua minh ra mt sgi day va lam thanh nut that dé xach
di.

Amy da treo lén thang, nhan mat chéng lai con dau. Dan kep mot dau cua
so1 day gilta ham rang, chop lay thang va du nguoi Ién.

Bén dudi, Alistair dang trd mat nhin ngé ngan vao bong dém, mot tay nam
chiéc thang va tay kia cam chat lay cay gady. “Nhanh 1€n!” Dan rit 1€n qua
ke rang.

“Cu di di!” Alistair ra 1énh.

Céc budce chan nén huynh huych 1én duong ray. Mot ga dan 6ng tur trong

bong to1 hién ra, khudén mat den dua lam ndi bat ham rang va cdp mat loe
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1én trong 4nh dén - cho dén khi Dan nhin thdy anh sang lée 1én tir mot con
dao gam dang lam le trong ban tay phai cua han.

G106 thi chuyén. Khi 130 con & nac thir hai thi c6 mot tiéng thét khan duc cht
lén. “KIAAAAAAAAAA!”

Dan nhin xudng va trong thay ludi dao cta gi yakuza chém vat qua khong
khi - bap vao ngay chan Alistair.
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CHUONG 8

“AAAAAAAAAAAAH!” Tiéng hét dau dén cét lén.

Dan nghe thay tiéng huynh huych cta nhiing tdm than té d6 cham dat ngay
dudi chiéc thang.

Alistair quy gdi, chia lung vé phia Amy. “Leo 1én nao.”

Amy tréo 1én lung Alistair. Lao quang hai tay qua phia duéi dau gbi cta no,
nhan mat, khap khiéng bang qua dudng di theo Dan. Bong ho d6 dai dudi
anh mat troi budi hoang hon, khién ca hai trong nhu mot con quai vat véi
hinh thu méo mo.

TIN TIN!!
Mot chiéc xe thinh linh queo sang mot bén, tay tai xé quat am 1én voi ho.

“Cac mon do...” Alistair noi qua k& rang nghién chat. “Hay tam bo chung
xuong ¢ ngd hém kia. Ching ta s€ quay lai lay chiing sau!”

Dan nhac thay mot khoang hep, t61 nam gitta hai toa nha, né lién ném goéi
a0 jacket da cot chat cua Alistair vao do.

Ca ba chay nhanh qua géc duong, thang 1én mot ngon doi nam giira nhiing
toa nha bang gach lup xap. Mui dau nanh va mui tdm chién suc nirc toa ra
tir cac clra sO tang trét nghi ngut hoi nudc. Alistair phong thang 1én dinh
d6i, lao vao canh cong dang mo phia sau mot san choi thiéu nhi rong 16m va
trong trai. “Chung ta dang di dau day?” Dan la lén.

“Ta c6 ban be!” Alistair tra 101. “Tat ca nhiing gi ta can lac nay 1a ki€ém mat
chiéc taxi...”
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Nhu ¢6 phép mau, mot chiée taxi tir dudi du:ong lao thang dén chd bon ho.
Alistair budng mot tay khoi ngudi Amy va cuong cudng vay, hét mot trang
tiéng Nhat.

Nhung khi chiéc taxi di tro dén chd 1o, né lai ting toc, dong co lén.

“Coi chung!” Dan thét 1én.

Alistair nhay né sang mot bén. Amy bay thang vao mé sau taxi luc chiéc xe
nhday chom Ién via he, chi cach ho muoi centimet. Chiéc xe gam ru tai diém
dirng va banh xe quay tit.

Cung luc, bon canh cira mo toang ra.

“Yakuza!” Alistair thét 1én that thanh.

Gio thi ngay Amy ciing dang chay hoc tdc. Trong Iic Dan chay theo c6 chi,
n6 nghe thay mot tiéng huyt lanh lanh. “AMY, NAM XUONG!”’

Mot dia kim loai bang bac canh 1ém chém bay véo trong khong trung. N
tr& qua dau Dan luc thang bé nhay dén 6m ngang hong Amy va kéo xudng.

Amy thét 1én trong ltc ca hai loang choang d6 xuéng mat dat.

“P6 1a cai gi vay?” Amy hon hén hoi.

an lao nhanh dén bén cdi hé. Nhw mét tay choi golf chuyén nghiép, ldo
thu chiéc gay lai roi giang thang vao nhitng ngon tay. That manh.

“AAAAAAAAAAAAH!” Tiéng hét dau don cat lén.

Dan nghe thay tiéng huynh huych cta nhiing tim than té d6 cham dat ngay
dudi chiéc thang.
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Alistair quy gbi, chia lung vé phia Amy. “Leo 1én nao.”

Amy tréo 1én lung Alistair. Ldo quang hai tay qua phia dudi dau gbi cta no,
nhan mit, khap khiéng bing qua dudng di theo Dan. Bong ho d6 dai dudi
anh mit troi budi hoang hon, khién ca hai trong nhu mot con quai vat véi
hinh thu méo mo.

TIN TIN!!
Mot chiéc xe thinh linh queo sang mot bén, tay tai xé quat am 1én véi ho.

“Cac mon do...” Alistair noi qua k& rang nghién chat. “Hay tam bo chung

"7

xubng & ngd hém kia. Chung ta s& quay lai lay chung sau!

Dan nhéc thdy mot khoang hep, toi ndm giita hai toa nha, né lién ném géi
a0 jacket da cot chat cua Alistair vao do.

Ca ba chay nhanh qua goc duong, thang 1én mot ngon ddi nam gitta nhitng
toa nha bang gach l0p xGp. Mui dau nanh va mui tom chién suc nuc téa ra
tir cac ctra sO tang trét nghi ngt hoi nudce. Alistair phong thang 1én dinh
d6i, lao vao canh cong dang mé phia sau mot san choi thiéu nhi rong 16n va

tréng trai. “Chung ta dang di dau day?” Dan la 1én.

“Ta c6 ban be!” Alistair tra 101. “Tat ca nhiing gi ta can lac nay l1a ki€m mot
chiéc taxi...”

Nhu ¢6 phép mau, mot chiée taxi tir dudi du:ong lao thang dén chd bon ho.
Alistair budng mot tay khoi ngudi Amy va cuong cudng vay, hét mot trang
tiéng Nhat.

Nhung khi chiéc taxi di tro dén chd 1o, né lai ting toc, dong co lén.

“Coi chung!”” Dan thét 1én.

Alistair nhay né sang mot bén. Amy bay thang vao mé sau taxi luc chiéc xe
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nhdy chom Ién via he, chi cach ho muoi centimet. Chi€c xe gam ru tai diém
dirng va banh xe quay tit.

Cung lac, bon canh cira mo toang ra.
“Yakuza!” Alistair thét 1én that thanh.

Gio thi ngay Amy ciing dang chay hoc tdc. Trong Iic Dan chay theo c6 chi,
n6 nghe thay mot tiéng huyt lanh lanh. “AMY, NAM XUONG!”’

Mot dia kim loai bang bac canh 16m chém bay véo trong khong trung. N6
tro qua dau Dan luc thang bé nhay dén 6m ngang hong Amy va kéo xudng.

Amy thét 1én trong ltc ca hai loang choang d6 xuéng mat dat.

“P6 1a cai gi vay?” Amy hon hén hoi.

“MOot chiéc phi tiéu,” Dan la 1én. “Mot vii khi ném hinh ngdi sao cta ninja!”
“Pi dang nay!” Alistair goi to. Dan thdy ban tay dng gia tim lay hong no va
day no bat day. Chi trong tich tac, ca ba da lao vao mot duong ham bang
thép 16n, ndm trong san choi thiéu nhi.

Bat! Bat! Bat! Bat-bat-bat-bat-bat!

Dan run ban Ién moi khi tiéng phi ti€u cam phap vao phia ngoai duong
ham, chi cach dau bon ho vai ba centimet.

Ca ba lao ra khoi dau kia cta duong ham dé vao mot khu phirc hop cac thiét
bi leo tréo bang gb day. Alistair van dang chay, dau cui thap, chiéc gay
dugc kep vao nach. Phi ti€u van phdng té1 quanh dau bon ho rao rao nhu
mua

Nhitng ménh 1énh bang tiéng Nhat day gian dit oang oang phia sau lung ho.

Cura xe dong sam lai. Banh xe nghién ken két. Dan, Amy va Alistair chay
bura ra khoi san choi, bang qua mot bai ¢d, vao khodnh san sau nha, vuot
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qua mot hang rao thap. “Odiii!” Amy la 1én, chan no lai ket vao cho ndi cua
hang rao.

“Co 1én!” Alistair bao no.

Dan nhén thay phi tiéu d3 nging bam theo ho. Bon yakuza khong sir dung
chung trong khu dan cu thi phai?

Nhung bon chiing lai xuat hién & dau kia con phd, noi c6 mét ddy cira hang
¢ cd hai bén duong. Phia bén phai, Dan c6 thé nghe ti€éng dong co tro téi.
“R& trai!”

Con duong doc thang xubng mot khu cho to va thoang. O trong d6, nguoi
ban dang bay bién, lau don cic quay hang. Dan nhan ra 1a né, Amy va
Alistair c6 thé an toan néu tra tron vao noi nay. Néu dudi theo, bon yakuza
cling s& chudc lay rac roi.

BRUMMMMMM!

Dan dung lai gitta chirng. Mot chiéc Porsche dang ré vao con dudng ngay
phia trudc ho. Ngang duong khong cho ca ba di xudng chg. Bo theo goc
duong, chiéc Porsche nha dén xi nhan. Dan rim ngudi lai, choéi mat trong
mot luc.

>

Tam lay Amy, no nhay bat khoi con duong. “Nhay - nhdy di

Hai dira lao lén via hé, lin qua mot thung thu bang sat ngay lac nhiing 4m
thanh la phat ra. Boong! Boong-boong!

Nhitng phat dan tiép tuc bay véo véo trén doi tir chd chiéc Porsche xubng
noi chiéc taxi cua bon yakuza dang ap dén phia ho.

Xoéng!

Mot bén dén x1 nhan cua chiéc taxi vo toac.
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Boong-boong!

Mot dau dan d3 lam nat kinh chan gio chiéc taxi. Gio thi chiéc xe trugt vé
bén trai, xoay mong mong. Banh xe chom lén 1€ duong - va bé ngang cua
no lao thang vé phia Dan, Amy va Alistair dang ding.

Amy thét 1én. Hay c6 khi chinh 1a Dan thét. N6 khong biét nita. N6 chi con
biét 1a minh dang lao vut trong khong trung. Pau nd va vao mot buc tuong
bén hong toa nha trong lic mot khoanh thép mau vang, to va co6 rang cua,
bay veo qua ngudi no.

V&1 mot ci nghién kinh hoang, chiéc taxi dam thang vao ctra s6 dat kinh
cua mot tiém ban hoa da dong cura.

N6 dung lai bén canh mot bai chau hoa da vo va nhitng manh kinh, chong
cho bon banh 1én troi. Hai ga dan ong lao ddo roi khoi dong d6 nat, loang
choang mat mot 1ac méi hoan hoén trd lai. Dan, Amy cung Alistair ric vao
bong ram, nhung nhiing gi dan dng di chay tré 1én ngon doi, ngoanh nhin
lai vo1 vé kinh hai.

“Chuyén gi vira xay ra vay?” Amy lén tiéng.

“Chung ta lot vao giita mot cudc chién ninja,” Dan hao hung tra 10i chi no.
“Lan dau tién trong doi thuc cua em. Va em ghétttt no.”

Mot chudi tiéng dong inh tai 1o 1én tir phia dudi, nguoi tir khu chg bat dau
tréo 1én ngon doi ro1 nhap vao dam dong dang tha ra tur tr phia tré6 mat quan
sat su viéc.

Dan cham cham dtng 1én. Chiéc Porsche phan nao bi hom thu che khuét,
nhung Dan van thiy duoc bon banh xe va ctra s6 dat kinh mau ctia no. “Néu

nhu bon ho khong dén gitp ching ta thi...”

“Can than,” Alistair canh giac.
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Thinh linh, Dan nghe ti€ng ctra mé tung ra. Nguoi n6 dong cliing lai.

‘CMeO ?77

Mot tiéng kéu nho xiu vang Ién. Tim ctia n6 dap ththich trong ltc con vat
ém nhu nhung ngoam vao mat c4 chan n6. Va nd cui nhin, mft con meo
Mau Ai Cap giong hét Saladin, nhung 16ng ram rap hon doi chut.

“0...” Amy Ién tiéng, voi mot nu cudi bang khuang.

“Trong giong nhu con vat ma ai-cling-biét-la-ai day qua nhi,” Dan nou.

Con meo Mau chay dén bén Amy, con bé chia ca hai tay ra 6m no6 vao long.
“G1ong meo nay ¢ day rat pho bién,” Alistair noi vé lo dang, mat cua lao
van dinh chdt vao chiéc Porsche. “C¢ ai... con song bén trong d6 khong

nhi?”

Piép lai cAu hoi d6, mot bong ngudi lao dao bude ra tir dang sau hom thu.
Co hong Dan nghen lai.

“Lan sau, hai nhoc nhé gitr vé cho ky nhé,” Nellie Gomez n61 véi ching.
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CHUONG 9

DAN HA HOC MIENG, bo mic chi Amy cua n6 miéng ciling dang hét ha
ra lai ngdm vao nom y chang mdt con ca noc dom xau xi.

“Meo?” con Saladin 1én tiéng.

“Tu-y-éééé-tttttttt voiiiiiiii! ” Dan chang budn quan tAm xem c6 ai dé ¥ tiéng
hét cia né khong. Cu cdu dd lay con Saladin va vong tay 6m cham lay
Nellie.

Amy nom nhu vira thdy ma. Nhung véi Dan, Nellie van con séng, van khoe
manh. C6 nang van con... gai goc va ngau chan. Tich tac sau d6, Amy cling
da dén bén canh Nellie. D1 nhién la trong tinh trang mit udt. Vi vay nd
khién Nellie cling sut sui theo. Va thé 1a xém chit nira da lam hong tat ca

moi chuyén. Tham chi Alistair cling rom rém nudc mat.

Saladin tréo 1én tay Amy, con bé mim cudi ma long van chua chiu tin d6 1a
su that lam sao ma chi...?”

“Tim ra hai dira chir gi?” Nellie cuoi 16n. “C6 day trén cac ban tin - tau dién
ngam dong ctra khong hoat dong, tim thay nguoi trén duong ray... Chi chi
viéc, boong! Amy va Dan, i ngdc!”

“Vay con chiéc xe ngon lanh ndy ¢ dau ra?” Dan hoi thém.

“Con hai phat sting d6 ban ra tir dau?” Amy hoi tiép.

“Chiéc gi6 ctia em nita?” Dan boi thém mét cau hoi nira.

“Lam sao ma cO em thoat khoi bon Kabra vay?” Toi lugt Alistair 1én tiéng
hoi.
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“Oa, 0a, 0a,” Nellie cuo1 pha 1én. “Toi1 can vién binh thoi!”

Tir phia sau Nellie, hai bong ngudi bude ra khoi xe. “Co 4 chang co thoat
khoi bon ta dau,” Ian Kabra Ién tiéng.

“Con khya nha,” Natalie noi bang giong miii nghén nghet.
Dan thdy mau don hét xudng chan minh. Amy giir tay n6 lai.

“Chung ta vura thoat khoi cudc tan cong cua ninja xong,” Dan nhac nho
Amy. “Hay nhd, bon chung chi c6 hai con ta c6 bon.”

“Meo, ” Saladin 1én tiéng.

“Xin 16i may, c6 nim!” Dan tham thi.
“Hac-xiii!” Natalie hat hoi. “Minh ghét 1 méo.”
“TAN CONG NAO!” Dan hét lén.

Ian binh than nhan rang cudi véi cu cdu - va khong quén gio ra mot khau
sung bong loang

“Dan - ciii xuong!” Amy thét.

“C6 em hoi vé hai phat sing u?” Ian héi nd. “Cau tra 16i nam ¢ ddy. Cac
nguoi thoat khoi bon yakuza 1a nho tai st dung mon vii khi nay cua ta. Va
ta dd quyet phai thué mdt chiéc xe cuc ky lanh le, chinh xac, chur khong

phdi chiéc Chevy Cobalt ma a trong tré yéu cau.”

“Trong truong hop cac nguri khong hiu, d6 ngoc, bon taaa da clru mang céac
nguri do nha,” Natalie chen vao. “Hac xiiii!”

“Nhung... vi sa0?” Dan hoi. “May ngudi ghét tui ndy ma.”
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“Phay.” Natalie léy hoi vé mét nhoc.

“Thoi di Nat? D1 uong thudc di ing cia may di, dugc cha, dé khéi phun
vao nguoi tao trong xe?” Mim cudi vl Dan va Amy, Nellie cam lay tay
nam cua vao ghe tai x€. “Tat ca, vao xe nao.”

“Nhung ma...” Amy van dang ludng Iy liéc vé phia hai dira nha Kabra.

“Chung ta phai di ngay trudc khi bon yakuza quay tré lai,” Nellie né1 véi
Amy. “Chl s€ g1a1 th1ch hét. O, va chung ta nhét hai cai gié cia tui em &
dang sau cop xe ay.”

Phdi réi! Dan nghi. Nhu vay nghia 1a chung van con giit dugc may thanh
guom. Dan tréo vao hang ghé da mém mai phia sau cing Amy va Ian, trong
khi nhitng ngudi con lai vao ghé phia trude. “Oa, cdi nay 1a hang khing
day,” Dan 1én tiéng. “Chung ta gitt chiéc xe nay duoc chu?”

“Ta van con dé lai... chiéc 40 mac ngoai gan ga tau dién ngam,” Alistair
5 C > 9
than trong. “Ta c6 thé dan co dén cho do, Nellie a.”
5 v ’ ¢

“That day an toan vao!” Nellie ra 1énh. C6 kh&i dong may, chay ra khoi 1é
duong va lao thang qua dén vang. Alistair chi tay cho Nellie 1& phai con ¢
bat dau noéi: “Okay, cap nhat tinh hinh chut nha. Khi chi thay hai anh chi
Poindexter va Morticia[1] trén may bay 4? Chi so phat khiép lén duoc.
nghi, éy, hai dra nhéc cua tui ¢6 chuyén gi r6i? Chi nhu thAm, xem nao, bon
nay da, um, xyc hai dira tui em mét rdi. Sau d6 hai anh em nha né ké cho
chi nghe diéu gi da xay ra. Khodc la khodc ldc. Hai dta tré chi mudi mot va
mudi bdn tudi, nhung noéi chuyén ctr nhu vira trén khoi mot tro choi Truy
tim dau mdi nao d6. ‘Lam gia vé, ho ho!” ... Du sao thi, bon chung ciing ¢
de doa chi, blah blah, di nhién 1a chi cu lai va hinh dung trong dau, ‘Ha ha,
tiép theo bon nod s& bo chat doc vao d6 udng cua minh cho coi’ - Nhung ma
chi lai nghi, ‘Khong, khong dau, tat nhién bon né dau co tom cé do duwoc.’
R6i chi phat hién hoa ra con bé lam that, chi cdch chi co 5 centimet... U,
vay day? Thé 1a chi phat dién 1én... Hai dua biét khong, chi hanh dong nhu
thé minh s& uéng ly nude do, 101 m ba la, chi phun hét vao mat bon ching.
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U, 16i chi bao, ‘Nay nay, cai nay vui thiét do’ nhung bon chung thuc su
cuéng ca ké roi do vat hét vao nhau khi véi téi tai hanh 1y... Bon no6 kéu,
‘Ec, mdat minh bi schmutz[2] réiii!” Con chi thi bao, ‘Mdy nhéc d, trudng
thanh hon chiit coi!” Vay 1a chi giat 1ay hanh 1y cta chung va ng6i 1én choc.
Thé ddy. Mot v tudng t61.”

[1] Nhan vat Mosticia Addam - mot nit chua voi hinh dang co nhitng nét
ciia ma ca rong, trong series phim truyén hinh The Addam Family. Sidney
Pointdexter la mot con ma kém thong minh trong series phim hoat hinh
Danny Phantom. Nellie muén dm chi hai chi em nha Kabra la ma quy.

[2] Ban (tiéng Pirc).

“Chat doc van con rat dam dic,” lan 1én tiéng. “Luong ma Natalie da st
dung c6 thé 1am ton thuong, tham chi c6 thé 1am bon ta bi mu.”

Amy voi dich ra xa khoi né mot cach ghé tom, gan nhu ép chit Dan vao
thanh xe. “Vay ma hai nguoi suyt nita cho Nellie udng thir 6 u?” Amy tirc
toi.

“Bon nay chi dinh tam thoi vé hi€u hoa c6 a thoi,” Tan ndi. “Chi mot giot
tho1. Nhung Natalie bi truogt tay vi ¢ x0c trén khong. Chua kip canh bdo co
a khuyén miii cua cac nguoi thi 4 ta da ra tay voi1 bon nay trude. May thay,
co a ciing cho bon nay ldy thudc giai trong hanh 1y.”

“Cai do goi la su tir t&,” Amy noi.

“Chij béat bon chung phai chép nhan dua chi hét sb tién mat,” Nellie giai
thich tié

“Cai do6 goi la hanh vi mua chudce déy,” Natalie cau nhau.
Nellie thinh linh quanh xe sang phai, con Dan hinh dung nhu né sip sira

mang mot vét han ciia Amy dén sudt doi. N6 liéc nhin thdy tay Amy tinh cd
quét nhe vao tay Ian. Con bé la Ién mot tiéng va rut phat tay lai.
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“Meo!” Con Saladin kéu 18n, cong lung lai rdi phun phi phi vao Ian.

“E, hirm,” Tan kéu 1én, tranh xa khoi con méo, “Ly do bon nay van c6 mit
tai day 1a vi bon nay da dé nghi mot lién minh tam thoi. Nhu ¢ a au palr
heo gidng ctia cac ngudi da giai thich, bon nay ciing c6 cai cic ngudi can.’

“Hai vé may bay d6 hd?” Dan noi. “Mudn ro1 cung. Ma tha bon ta ¢6 dong
minh vi1 mot x6 nhot 6¢ sén con hon véi mot dira nha Kabra - néu ching ta
van con c6 thé phan biét dugc hai thir d6.”

“Tot thoi,” [an nodi. “Bon nay s€ dung mon do c6 cua minh dé tu tim dau
A 99
moi...

Alistair ngoanh dau vé phia lan. “Mon do c6 u?”

“Mot tim hon méi khoang dat, tuoi mdi lam sao,” Ian nd nu cuoi quy
quyét. “Nhu ong di qua ranh, 6ng Oh a, nha Lucian van ludn tim kiém cac
manh méi trong nhiéu nim nay. Va nha Ekat ciing vdy. Vi thé ngam hiéu
ong ciling... 0, nhung ma may thudc vé chi nao ha Daniel?”

“Cahill,” Dan cau kinh dap. N6 ghét & chd chi em no 1a nhirng ké duy nhat
khong biét minh thudc chi nao. “Va 6ng ding 1a dién moi nghi tui ndy sé
hop tac vaoi ong.”

“Dan, bon ho da ctru mang chlng ta,” Amy noi.

“Va bon chiing ciing ¢ giét chiing ta day thoi!” Dan phan ddi. “Trong hang
dong ¢ Salzbug nay, trong kénh dao & Venice nay...”

“Do - gio may thay moi thir da chuyén bién chua nao?” Natalie noi voi vé
tuot tinh.

“Mon... cua bon tao thudc vé mot vo si Nhat,” Ian noi. “No rat can thiet dé

tim ra dau moi ké ti€p. Tro1 a, ca Natalie va tao cd dira nao hi€u tiéng Nhat
dau. Do 1a phan 6ng, 6ng Oh a, hdy bd sung vao.” N6 chom 1én ghé phia
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trude. “Ong cho bon nay cai ma dng biét. Bon nay sé& cho ong cai bon nay
co. Chung ta hop tac nha.”

“Chi riéng v6i dau moi nay thoi,” Natalie nhanh nhau bo sung. “Sau do,
bon nay s€ tha cac nguoi di. Ching ta con phai nghi dén thanh danh cua
minh nira chir.”

“Dung lai ¢ day,” Alistair no1 voi Nellie.

Kétttett! Chiée Porsche phanh kit dimng lai & mot goc dudng vang tanh.
“Lam sao ta biét 1a chung ta c6 thé tin hai dra?” Alistair gang hoi.

“Con chung t-0i thi biét chac 1a khong th-thé,” Amy noi.

lan cudi toe toét, tho tay vao tii quan. N6 16i ra mot cai tai nho bang len co

in gia huy nha Kabra va dat vao tay trai Amy. “Pay la ctia ¢c6 em, Amy
Cahill a. G10... 1am sao bon ta biét co6 thé tin tudng cdc nguwoi day?”

Mot dong xu.

Mot dong xu ngu ngdc bang vang c6 khac biéu tugng - d6 1a tha dé bon
Kabra mua niém tin cta nguoi khac. Alistair doc tiéng Nhat & mat sau va
cho rang c6 thé né thudc vé Hideyoshi - chi la ¢é thé. Dan khong chap nhan
ndi. Hop tac véi bon Kabra ciing oai nhu phai hon chi minh. A, c¢6 khi chua
chic té nhu vay.

“Pong xu dep qua di mat,” Amy thi thim trong liic ca bon 1& qua goc duong
tién vé ngd hém noi Dan da ném boc d6 vao dé. Alistair di ngay phia trudc
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trao do6i vo1 lan va Natalie vé nhitng gi da xay ra trong duong tau dién
ngam.

“N6 chi 1a mot token[3] cho mAy chiéc may danh bac & Laser Sport Time
thoi ma!” Dan xi mot hoi.

“Alistair lai khong nghi nhu vay,” Amy lam bam. “Ong 4y la mdt nha suu
tap tién.”

“La coi quan 4o ngay chd dong nguoi d6 ha[4]?” Dan héi.
[3] Tién xu dé choi game.

[4] Amy néi “numimatist” (nha swu tdp tién c6) nhung Dan nghe nham
thanh “nude in public” (khoa thdn noi cong cong).

“La nguwoi suu tdp cac dong tién co! Hon nira, chi cam thay Ian dang noi
that.”

“Do 1a tai chi da cham vao tay han va bi mém long day.”

“Suyt!” Amy noi, trong lic Ian liéc vé phia hai chi em no.

Luc ho dén con hém doi dién cho dung xe dién ngam thi bau troi cudi budi
chiéu da nhudém madt mau tim sam. Chiéc 4o khoac lya van nam yén trong
gbc trong nhu mot cai tai cili b1 vt di. Mac du tro1 gan to1, Dan van c¢6 thé
doc duogc cai nhin quen thudc trén mat Amy.

Xin [6i vi dd lam chi mac co trudc mat ban trai, nd6 nghi trong dau.

Alistair quy goi nhat khoi hinh 12p phuong 1€n. “Nhanh tay nao,” Lao noi.
Budng tiéng tho dai mién cudng, Dan c¢6 g& cai nap gi sét cuia chiéc ong

hinh tru. Canh né, Alistair gio khdi hinh 1ap phuong 1én véi vé kinh tom.
“Chang c6 gi trong ndy ngoai 1 than lan.”
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Khi 140 mé t&i mot hinh khdi khac thi co chiée 6 t6 dai, mau den dung lai
bén kia duong. Mgt ga dan 6ng van dong phuc den budc khoi ghé tai xé va
chay vong ra m¢ cua sau.

Dan bo khoi bong tdi phia trudc dé quan sat. Mot nguoi dan ong chau A 16n
tuoi gy go budc ra. Mai toc bac tring cua 6ng ta xda dén ngang vai. Ong
mic bo vest sam mau sang trong véi mot chiéc khan mui soa béng lua ¢ ti1
40. Budc di doc theo via heé, ong mo chiéc di dong nap truot, quy gbi &
doan dudng dan xudng tau dién ngdm va nhin cham cham vao bén trong.

Dan dap vao vai Amy.

N6 nghe thay Alistair bat ra mot tiéng thd hon hén va 1am bam gi d6 nghe
nhu tr “bye.”

“Tam biét u?” Dan thac mac, Alistair bat thinh linh kéo né trd lai bong ram.

Nguoi dan 6ng kia quay vao trong xe, va chiéc xe nhanh chong di khoi tim
mt.

“La a1 vay?” Dan hoi. “Vua cua bon yakuza chang?”

“Chung ta...” Gigng nod1 cua Alistair chung nhu nghen lai. “Ching ta phai
nhanh Ién. Hay m¢é hét cac mon do6 ra. Ngay bdy gio.”

Budng tiéng cau nhau, Dan cu6i cung cling m¢ ra dugc nap chiéc hop hinh
try, d6 ra mot md nao la 6c vit, bu loong, dinh tan.

“Thu vi ghé...” Tan d6 cac mon do trong chiéc hop hinh chir nhat ra. “Ta yéu
may cai bua.”

Alistair thé dai that vong. “Can phong ma ching ta tim ra c6 1& timg duoc

dung 1am noi chtra vat lidu xdy dung tau dién ngam, da bi phong kin lai luc
nguoi ta xay dung nhi€éu nam trude roi bi bé quén.”
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“Nhung cong nhan Xay tau dién ngam gl ma dé lai nhitng bai haiku bi 4n
chtr?” Amy thac mac, cd gang xoay nip cta khoi tam gic.

“Cé I€ that ra ching cling chi 1a nhitng bai hat théi.” Dan ndi véi mdt ny
cuoi mét moi. “Tai vi, chi bi€t ro1 do, may ga dé lam viéc trén ray suot ca
ngay...”

“Nay, nhin xem!” Amy di chuyén té1 luong anh sang cua dén duong, rut tur
trong chiéc hop hinh 6ng ra mot cudn gidy da c6. Khi tat ca moi nguoi vay
xung quanh, Dan roi anh sang den pin vao cho chit viét & chinh gifta. No
dugc viét bang mot thir thu phap tao nha mau t61 sam, bao quanh la khung
canh dang v€ d& vo1 mot tang da troi 1€n va nhitng ngon do61 da phai mau.
Alistair bat dau dich: “O noi chinh phat cudi cung, nam gitta ba strng chinh
la cua cai cua nhan dan. Va bang ba nguyén to két hop lai s€ c6 dugc 161
vao, thir to1 cao s€ hién 10.”

“R0 rang cit nhu wasabi,” Dan nhan xét vé cham bi

“Nhitng ky tu nam ngay bén dudi,” Amy néi. “Trong nhu... tiéng Anh.”

Dan chdp chiéc den pin, 161 ra khoi ba 16 va roi vao cac ky tu tho, nét viét
dam nam ngay phia dudi cung cua tam giay.

TOO'[A

“Toota?” Ian ngac nhién. “Co 1& d6 1a phién am cia tir tiéng Phap foute
chang?”

“Gi6i 1am Ian, gidi 1am,” Dan ché nhao. “Tiéng Phap nha, trén mdt cudn
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gidy ctia Nhat Ban.”

“‘Cuodc chinh phat cu6i cung’...” Alistair lam nham. “Phai r61! Chia khoa
day ro1. Ta da biét dau moi nam & dau!”

“0 dau?” Amy va Dan dong thanh héi.

Lan dau tién trong ngay nu cudi nd ra trén khudén mit Alistair. “Noi
Hideyoshi da thuc hién chién dich tong tan cong cudi cung va ganh chiu
that bai € ché nhat trong do1 minh!”

“Chinh x4c,” Ian noi, giong ngap ngung. “Di nhién roi. Va... noi do 1a...?”

“Chung ta vé nha,” Alistair bao, mat 13o sang ruc. “Vé Han Quoc.”
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CHUONG 10

BAE.

Cai tén, trudce kia tung quan trong doi voi cude doi Alistair bi€t bao, gio
day no6 lai nhan chim lao trong con cam phan.

Ong cha Bae cua l3o di & d6 that gan. Ngay phia bén kia dudng
Gio khéng phdi lic, Alistair ty rin minh. Lo phai cho. Phai 1én ké hoach.

Lao xoay ghé ra sau dé kiém tra nhiing vi khach dong hanh trong chuyén
bay. Anh em nha Kabra dan mét vao mot tap kich The O.C cii rich trén man
hinh gin trén ghé c4 nhan cia may bay, con chi em nha Cahill thi giai 6 chir
trén tap chi hang khong.

Lao lang 1€ md to giéy dd in & thu vién. Sudt cudc doi minh, Alistair danh
ca mot gia tai dé thué tham tir tu tim kiém tung tich cta ngudi dan ong da
tude di tat ca khoi tay l3o. Gio day tung tich cua nguoi do da dugc phat
hién. Han ta duoc coi 1a da chét vi tudi g1a suc yeu mot con nguoi dang
kinh gay dung co d6 trén nhitng ban hop dong giét ngudi va luu giit tat ca
trong mot hdm mo c4 nhan. RS rang hén ta gilr lai moi thu.

Alistair trai rdng to giay ra chiéc ban an trén may bay. Cic ngon tay run
run, 13o doc lai 1an nira thr ma 3o dé da doc dén hang tram lan.

https://tieulun.hopto.org



OH INDUSTRIES

22 thang 4 ndm 1948
o

Dai huynh s din trin chuyen bay Delta e 15 gt 7
phirt, ph truing Idewild, New York. Bdt phong 1501
khach san Waldorf Astoria, Fark Avenue. Theo ke hoach
| 58 én xe d trutic khach san ngdy 12 thang 5, loc 7 gal
15 phiit sau bifa 3, toi Wha hat [mperia v em kich

Broadvaay. Ta m-'f!.i_ . S8 quab duiding 45th.

Bhi i ‘|:|:-r|| iy hodn thanh, s thanh tokn tho phauigng
e meng i, Hiy ode nhdn s8 tén 5.000 USD.
Huy i ngay it khac

Thdn chao,

B

Bae On
Pho Tong giam doc

Alistair budc minh phai doc, vat 1on chong choi vo1 sy cam gian va kinh
tom.

Nam ngan do.
Mang song cua cha 1o chi ddng gia ndm ngan do.

Chi tiét nhitng gi da xay ra & New York dugc cai dat thang vao ndo Alistair.
Lo van con giit lai nhitng mau tin cat ra da Ga vang, cii k§ vé vu 4n mang:
New York, ngay 12 thdng 5, nha céng nghiép Han Quoc Gordon Oh bj sdt
hai ¢ géc Pai 19 Madison va dwong sé 45 khi dang ngéi trong xe hoi di dén
nha hat.

T4t ca bao chi déu viét nhu sau: Pa c6 cude dot nhap dién ra & Brooks
Brothers, chudong bao dong, tén cudp hoang s¢ chay ra dai 16 véi mot khau
sting va cb diéu khién chiéc xe dang ding dén do - chiéc limo cua cha l3o.
Ong Oh c6 vo hiéu hoa tén cudp, di anh diing khang cy nhung bi thiét
mang. Tén giét nguoi di bo trén va khong ai tim thiy h
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Cha l3o da ¢ khong ding noi, dung lic. Mot tai nan thiéu may man.
Do 1a bao cao chinh thurc.

Khi con bé, Alistair chua bao gio tin vao tro gian 1an. Nhung thi thoang tai
nan duoc sép dit trudce, va sat tha van duge nguoi ta thué. Lic nao 13o ciing
khiép so 6ng chii Bae Oh, anh em song sinh v&i cha minh. Bae 16n 1én la
mot nguot anh em ludi nhac, mot ké tron viéc tham lam, luén dun déy cong
viéc cho nguoi dimg dau chi toc Ekaterina, luon dimg trong cai bong cua
mot Gordon ham hé va dugc moi nguoi kinh yéu. Lic truong thanh, Bae
chi con biét dén gian 1an, bat nhin hét nhu mot tén Kabra trong cac thuong
vu 1am 4n cua hén.

Bae khao khat vinh quang va cua cai - va ca 39 manh moi nita. Bat ky ai
ngang duong han déu phai ra di. K€ ca anh rudt han.

Chuyén Gordon c6 mot nguoi vo & cach nira vong trai dat véi mot ndi sau
kho 16n dén d6 ba can phai dugc dua vao bénh vién cling chéng thanh van
dé. Hay mot dua tré bon tudi ké tir gio phut d6 da tan nat con tim thi ciing
khong phai 1a chuyén gi ghé gém ca.

Mot dlra tré bi bo roi, khoc 16¢ va ¢c6 doc, duge nudi nang bdi mot ga co
con tim chai d4, ro1 dra bé ay bi xua dudi va mia mai sudt cudc do1 minh.

Chu cua Alistair, Bae Oh - sép cua tén giét nguoi.

Alistair nhin 1@ tré nha Cahill. Ching dang nhao nhao tim cau tra 161 cho 6
chit, cudc cai co chuyén thanh mot cau chuyén dua, théng nhoc lai nan ra
mot tor vo nghia... mot trang nhitng tir vo nghia, mot trang cud1 ron ra. Ngay
ca bay gid chung ciing y hét nhu mudi mot ndm vé trude, khi mot dia vira
chao doi va mot dira chi méi ba tudi dau. Do 1a khi Alistair hira vdi Hope
va Arthur. Mot 101 hira gén nhu khong thé nao thuc hién duoc.

Di nhién ching s€ khong nhd. Nhung 130 thi nhd. Va gio hai vg chong ay
da khong con, ciing vi cai Iy do ma lao mat cha va me. Vi cac dau moi.
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Alistair thd dai. {t ra thi ching con c6 nhau.
Tat ca nhiing gi Alistair c6 thé hy vong 1a su tra thu.

Tay 3o run ray khi gip to gidy va nhét né trd lai tGi. Trén chuyén bay nay,
130 bi€t rang minh s€ khong ngu dugc.
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CHUONG 11

NGUOI TA BPON RANG ALISTAIR OH BI PHA SAN. Chuyén lam in
cta 1o khong thanh cong. Nhung khi Amy trong thdy dinh thu cua l3o,
nam & mot ngdi lang khu ngoai 6 Seoul, Han Qudc, né da bat dau nghi dén
cong thirc cho bot 1am moén nhdi thit ngay phd mai.

“Ui cha! Cung dién cua ai day?” Nellie bat kéu khi chiéc limo dimng lai sau
chuyén di ngan tir san bay dén noi nay.

Mot toa nha mau trang cb kinh ding stng sitng ndi bat giira tham co twoi
t6t, thoai thoai trai ra xung quanh. Léi di phia trudc nha dugc trang hoang
bang nhitng béng cliic mau cam va vang dan vao mot khu rimg nho trong
anh dao va thu du, tan 14 dang xao xac trong con gi6 nhe. Ngay ¢ noi day,
gilta cai khung canh nay, cling du khién ta mudn mim cudi hanh phuc.

“Vay can nha chinh ndm & dau?” Natalie thic mac khi tat ca leo ra khoi xe.
“Voila[1]” Alistair ra hi€u mot cach ué oai vé phia toa dinh thy. Ca mot
ngay dai duong nhu lao da hao ton strc luc cho con bé Amy, nén gid day
ho1 bi dudi strc.

[1] “Pdng kia”, tiéng Phdp.

“Y ong la dang sau toa biét thu kia u?” Natalie gang

Ian thuc khuyu tay vao suon né mot cai.

“Nha ta ¢ 1a mot trong nhitng tién do hiém hoi con sot lai ké tir trudc khi ta
la mdt tai phiét burrito,” Alistair budc 1én duong chay xe vao nha. Hai bén

130 1a hai dira nha Kabra va nguoi tai xé dang xach hanh 1y cua Dan va
Amy. “Cling nhu 6ng Chung day, tai xé cua ta. Va Harold, ngudi quan gia.
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B6 ba bon ta it 61 nhung am cung. Moi thtr trudc day hoanh trang hon do61
chut.”

“A, cai gi dé c6 thi dé mat thdi - nhung khong phai Ian nay thyc su biét cam
giac do6 no ra sao,” lan bao. “Can nha that ra cling co, im, nhitng khung ctra
s0 dang yéu do.”

“Cam on, ching dugc nhap tt Nam My,” Alistair dap.

Dan nghiéng nguoi vé phia Amy trong lic ca hai di phia sau moi nguoi.
“Khung crra s6?” N6 lau bau. “Cai thr con trai muo1 bon tudi gi ma di noi
vé khung ctra s6 cht?”

Amy nhin vai. “Em da kiém tra céi tii chua? “ Con bé hoi khé.
“Ro1,” Dan déap. “Rufus va Remus van con nguyén ¢ do.”

Amy c61 giay va di chan khong trén bai c6 mém mai vira maéi cat. Mot lan
g16 mat lanh cu nhe vao miii va con bé cudi phé 1€n, dang hai canh tay minh
trong khi xoay tron gitra bai co trén cai mat ca chan con lanh lan.

“Oi tuyét, minh dang & Han Qudc con chi minh di bién thanh Julie
Andrews[2],” Dan noi.

[2] Nit dién vién kiém ca si nguoi Anh .

O1.

Amy budng tay ngay 1ap tirc. Moi nguoi dang nhin chdm chdam vao co bé.
N6 thdy nhu minh dang trong 16p ballet. Pan dan, lac qué va xau xi. N6
nhin Xuéng mot nhanh co ba 14, nhu thé néu nhin vao dé that chim chi nd
s& tan bién theo vao bén trong.

“Thir ma chi may dang lam,” Ian vitra no6i vura ti€n vé phia can nha, “DPuogc

goi 1a tw swéng. Co6 1& may ciing nén hoc chi may d6, Daniel. Rat thoai
mai.”
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“Thoai mai?” Dan hoi. “Amy sao?”

Amy thé ludi vé phia thang em. Ian mim cuoi véi con bé, diéu d6 khién cho
da day Amy 16n lao, nhung né cling gang cuoi dap lai. Chi c¢6t dé choc tuc
Dan.

Amy chi cach sau Ian vai budc chan trong lac ho 1én toi dinh d6i, dén khi
cd bé co thé nhin thay phia sau toa nha ctia Alistair. N6 mé rong thanh noi
tam nang trong ra ho boi va mot tham co khong 16. Bén tham co, c6 mot
dong sudi ubn luon qua hon non bd véi cai ao day ap ca vang. Phia bén kia
1a mot hang cay dudng nhu kéo dai dén vo tan.

“Mé6n Burrito Tempura hap dan ché bién bang 10 vi soéng da tau cho ta co
ngoi nay,” Alistair noi, ra hi€u vé phia canh tri noi day. “Chu yéu la thit
bo.”

“Tinh ling that.” Natalie gt dau. “That ddng ngac nhién ong c6 thé lam
dugc chung nay thtr vo1 mot khong gian it 61.”

Alistair nhiu may. “Khong giéng ti gi v6i gia san Kabra thi phai, ta d3 nghe
noi thé.”

“Tui nay ghét 16n 1€n ¢ do,” Tan dap. “Nam nao mot trong hai dra cling bi
lac trong nhiing khu dat um tum, va bon ho phai mang cho6 xu dén dé di tim
tui nay day.”

“Cai gi?” Dan hoi.

Natalie tho dai vé rau ri. “Co nguoi con no1 do 1la mat tudi tho bat hanh,
nhung tui nay cling chang biét mot tuodi tho nao tir té hon.”

Nellie tir toa nha di ra. Sau lung ¢ nang 1a mot quan gia mic dong phuc va
sau chai nudc giai khat, ong dat ching trén ban canh sau chiéc ghé gb.
“Céam on aarold,” Alistair nd1 v&i1 vi quan gia lac ong cui chao va quay tro
vao bén trong. “Néu Toyotomi Hideyoshi thanh cong thi dat nay gido day
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cling da thudc vé Nhat Ban. Ong c6 v dinh chinh phuc toan by Bong A, va
trude d6 ong chua ting that bai. Co ngudi con néi 6ng cd ¥ dinh xay dung
cung dién nguy nga nhat ciia minh tai Han Qudc nay day, dé sinh ra mot
nguoi thira ké xtmg dang ma sau nay s& cai quan hét toan bo vuong quc
ctia minh. Ong ciing cho xay dung rat nhiéu ham mo cuc 16n va nhiing noi
an nau. Hideyoshi 1a mot trong nhiing ké suu tap tai tiéng nhat trong lich
su...”

“Minh bi€t 1a minh ua tay nay ma!” Dan noi.

“Theo truyén thuyét cta gia dinh, 6ng 1a ngudi da suu tap nhitng mén do co
gia tri nhat,” Alistair noi tiép. “Mot trong nhiing dau moi dan dén bi mat
ctia gia dinh Cahill, ma nhiéu thé ky sau nay chung ta vin con dang tim
kiém.” Lo thé dai. “Khéng mot Ekat nao tim duoc. Khong mdt ai nghi ngd
né dang & Han Quéc. Nhung tim gidy da c6 sé dan chung ta dén do6, néu
chung ta biét cach dé doc no.”

“Ong 6i mot tiéng, con nhao vo ngay,” Dan hang hai. “Chiing ta bat dau thé
nao day?”

“Rui thay,” Alistair néi kém theo cai ngap. “Ta khong con strc dé hoat dong
sau mot chuyén bay mét moi lai khong chop duoc mat. May dta vui long
cho 140 gia ndy mot gidc ngan trong nira gio nhé? Tir day t6i lac do, Harold
s€ giup moi ngudi no bung. Hay ¢ canh nhau va ché c6 di la ca xung quanh
day.”

“Df nhién r6i,” Amy dap.

Alistair vay tay chao céa bon rdi budce vao nha.

“Pé an, thic uéng, tap chi, TV, TiVo, Internet, thiét bj cam tay?” Harold hoi
tat ca moi nguoi.

“C6 trd Warcraft khong a?” Dan nhanh nhau hoi.

Harold mim cuoi. “Cura thir hai bén tay phai.”

https://tieulun.hopto.org



Luc Dan chay tot vao trong thi Natalie gieo minh vao mot chiéc ghé dém
cung cuon tap chi People tiéng Han con Nellie lai ban ron voi chiéc iPod.

Ian nhin ra ngoai sa dé la gi vay?” No hoi.
“C-c-cai gi la cai gi?” Amy thac mac.

N6 chi tay dén chd hang rao cdy ken dic c6 mot khoang trong hep. “Co
phai kia 12 mot mé cung cay khong? Nao, hay dén d6 xem sao.”

“P-ay khong di dau.”

“Sao khong?” Tan hoi con bé. “Chung ta biét 1am gi khéac nita chr?”

Ian dang c6 nét mat that tirc cuoi, Amy ty nhu. Mot nu cudi to mo, nhu la
con bé vua tr choi khong chiu mon kem muart hay khong them nhan tién

tring s6 vay. Nhu thé tir trude dén gid chua ai c6 thé no1 “khong” vai no.

“Alistair n-n-noi la chiing ta khong duoc la ca,” Amy giai thich cho Ian, con
bé thoc hai tay vao tui.

Ian nghéch mit 1én day khiéu khich. “Vay ma ct tuong cd em la mot nha
tham hiém can dam.”

“Q, th-thdi di...” Amy ndi, co chiu dyng sy chdm chich va ca cai gi d6 ngua
ngtra dang ram ran dang sau ¢6 minh.

“Um,” Ian nhtn vai. “Tuy ¢6 em vay.”

Khi n6 budc ra ngoai, Amy lao theo nhung kip ngan minh lai.

Minh dang lam gi thé khéng biét? Con bé tham nghi.

Thang d6 1a mot tén khon. Khén hon ca mot tén khon. N6 1a mot dinh nghia

mdi cho mot tén khon thi dung hon. Khong viée gi con bé phai di theo né.
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Ngén tay Amy nam ldy dong xu thang kia da dwa cho. Loi né ra khoi tai
quan, con bé hat tung dong xu lén khong trung. “Ngtra thi minh t-t-heo, sap
thi & lai.”

Pong xu roi xuéng dat, mit sap nguira 1én trén.

lan tho dai that vong. “A, irm, day thua roi...

Khi mai toc cua thang kia sang 6ng 1€n trong &nh mat troi va bién mat dang
sau hang cay, con bé xoay nguoi u€ oai budc vao nha.

skekok

“AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA!”

Nghe tiéng thét that thanh, Alistair di chan tran lao ra khoi phong. Lio chay
nhanh qua chd Amy dang ngdi uéong nudc cam trong nha bép.

Con bé theo 10 ra ngoai, Harold va Dan bam sat dang sau.

Tir xa, Amy nghe thay mot tiéng ri khung khiép, tiéng loat soat phat ra tir
cac hang rao. Ian ba chan bon cang lao thdng ra ngoai, mat toi mdt chiéc
giay. “CUUUUUUUUUUU VOIIII!”

Pang sau n6 1a mot con ché khong 16, cai dang uc ich duong nhu mot phan
cua con cho ngao, mgt phan cua con Great Dan[3], va tor hinh ddng bén
ngoai cua no, co thé con thay mot phan cua con gau den.

[3] Giéng ché san to 1én ciia Dan Mach.

“Cai quai...?” Alistair la 1én. “DUNG LAI! NGOI XUONG!”

“Khong ngoi dugc! N6 da dép vao mong toi ro1!” Ian rit 1en.

“That sao?” Nellie cuo1 nhan rang.
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Alistair cti nguoi xudng bai ¢, vdy ngdn tay ra hiéu cho con quai thu, lic
nay dang cui dau ngoan ngoan va rén u . “May chao don chi may vé nha
nhu vay sao, do cho hu?” Alistair 16n tiéng mang no. “Choé hu! Buffy Auw!”
“Buffy u?” Dan to mo.

GRRRRRRRRRRU

“Suyt, né rat nhay cam véi tén ciia minh,” Alistair tra 101

“To1 s€ kign!” Ian lap bap. “Toi sé kién ong VA kién ca con cho. Va ca cai
nuodc Han Quoc nay. Va... va....”

“Va kién trac su?” Natalie goi ¥.
“Va kién trac su!” Ian thét 1én.

“Buffy 1a mgt con meo con that su,” Alistair néi, nhin Ian day vé nghi ngo,
“trir phi cau tré lam n6 ngac nhién.”

“Gau! Gau!” Bufty sua, nudc dai taa ra hai bén mép.

“Con ch6 dang y€u lam saooooo00!” Nellie noi.

“Pay 1a lua Ba Tu théu tay d6!” Ian quay ngudi, dé 16 mot miéng rach trén
quan lam 101 ra chiéc quan 16t c6 dau do la hong trén nén mau trang, roi
nhanh chong quay tré lai. “Um, khong hé gi.”

“Tuyét,” Nellie binh luan.

“Nin di,” Natalie cau kinh noi, dii c6 gang hét sitc dé khong cudi pha lén.
“Tao khong thdy c6 cai gi vui & ddy hét!” Tan thét, mit né d6 ngau vi gian

dir va mac cd. “Va ca ong nira. Toi s€ cho ong khanh kiét, Alistair a. Pay s€
bat 6ng quy goi xudng...”
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“Chang trai tré,” Alistair buc boi ngét 101. “Ta da khong con tré trung va
kho khao dén do bi him doa béi mot dira nhoc mudi bon tudi, ké da danh
thirc ta vi nhitng hanh déng ngdc nghéch ciia né. Tai sao 6ng tudng léng
phéng chd hang rio kia khi ta da néi 1a khong duoc, ha?”

“Co ai tung nghe toi chuyén dat cho canh gdc ngay gitra mot mé cung hang
rao hay chwa?” lan quat lai. “O d6 c6 gi vay ha, éng Alistair? Ong dang
giau gi 6 d6?”

Alistair hang giong. Rut trong ti ra mot chiéc lugc, 130 chai lai gon gang
mai toc nhu sip sira di gdp khach hang ban chuyén lam an. “Ta nghi 12‘1
Lao néi, “Chung ta s& lam diéu d6 ngay bay gid. Co 18 ngai can thay quan
4o day, ngai Kabra a.” Lao goi. “Harold, hidy boi thudc sat tring vao vét
thuong cuia chang trai tré nay.

Ian tai mat. “bé day ty lam,” N6 no6i va di vao trong nha.

Nellie budng minh xuong chiéc ghé dém, khuén mat bi che bd1 mot cap
kinh ram. “DPanh thurc t61 khi nao moi chuyén xong xu6i nhe.”

dkekok

Khi moi nguot bude qua hang rao, Amy c6 thé nhin thay sy dau dén trong
mat lan. Gio n6 dang mdc mot chiéc quan dong phuc cua Harold, 0 rang
qua to so voi kich thudce cua no.

“Cai nay ngtra qua di,” Ian lau bau.

“Trong hanh 1y mang theo ctia 6ng anh khong c6 quan du sao?” Dan néi.
“D06 lam biéng!”

Khuc khich cuoi, Dan chay vut 1én phia trude. Ian quay sang Amy, c6 can

dam nan ra mot nu cuoi. “Y day muon noéi la, may dau rang lam ngtra. Chtr
khong phai cai quan.”
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Con bé budc theo sau nd. “Ong ay 1&... 1& ra thi 6ng ay nén...” Cang cb,
Amy cang thay t€ hon. Tt ngltr giong nhu nhitng qua bong chuyén nghen lai
gitra co no.

“Alistair 1€ ra nén canh bao trudc, phai khong?” Ian noi. “Cam on nhé.
Dung hét y cua day.”

“U,” Amy dap. Néi qua nhiéu ching? N6 nghi. Con bé lai cham vao chudi
day chuyén ngoc, vo man meé soi day.

“Nhung c6 em da canh bao trudc cho ddy ma,” Ian nhe nhang. “L€ ra day
nén lang nghe.”

“O ha...” Amy thinh linh cam thy nhu nhiét d vira vat 1én nhitng mudi do.
Tan bat cudi. “Oi troi. Pay doan rang chi khi ddy ngdi né méi dau thoi.”

Amy I€o déo theo nd, nhin theo nhitng dau giay thé thao cua nd dap xudng
nén cd, dém sé budc cua nod va so vo1 minh. N6 ¢6 budce di that manh mé

Mot lac sau, ca hai dudi kip nhimg ngudi khac. Alistair dirng lai trudc mot
doan hang rao va do dam téi lui bén trong do.

Dan dang liéc Amy cham cham.
C6 chuyén gi dday? Mit nd 1én tiéng.
Dan nhin sang Ian vé trach méc. Trude khi n6 liéc lai, Amy d3 ngoanh di.

Pang nao thi con bé cling doc duge ¥ nghi trong dau né. That buc vi Dan ¢6
ly.

Alistair lac nay dang phat quang mot bui cay, dé 16 ra mot canh cira ham
tron, dtic bang sat. Hai dira nha Kabra, hai dra nha Cahill va con Buffy déu
vy quanh trd mat nhin, riéng con Buffy dang nho nudc dii 1ong thong.
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Trén cira ham c6 con s6 5005. Bén dudi 1a mot 6 khoa nang né va mot vong
tron quay sO danh tir 1 dén 30, giong nhu mot 6 khoa t6 hop.

“Day, cac con cua ta,” Alistair hanh dién “Day la mon thit heo barbecue.”
Dan cham ngoén tay vao 6 khoa. “Dam mua dii nang lau ngdy qua roi ne.”
“Y ta 13, doanh thu khi ban burrito thit heo barbecue da gitip ta tau thtr nay,”
Alistair giai thich. “T6 hop c6 bon con s0, va tat ca nhitng thong tin cac con
can biét déu ¢ day. Co6 ba lan dé thir. Ta cho mdt goi1 y - nhung mot goi y 1a
mot lan tha.”

lan nhin mit. Amy c6 thé thay dau oc lan dang quay cudng.

Con bé hit vao mdt hoi that sau. 5005. C6 gi d6 khong binh thuong vo1 con
sO ay.

“Con s0 doi xtrng,” Ian noi, “Poc xuoi1 doc nguge déu nhu nhau. Va co 1€
no co y nghia gi do.”

“Do 1a hai-khong-khong-hai 1at ngugce,” Natalie xen

Dan xi mot hoi. “Giau c6 khong bao dam rang s€ thong minh. Cai nay 4, nd
r0 ranh ranh ra day thoi, 6ng anh a.”

“Sao co?”’ Ian hoi.

“Dung nghi gi d6 cao si€u - Chu Alistair da né1 chung ta ¢c6 moi dir kién
r61!” No nhap s6 5, 0, 0 va 5 r61 kéo khoa.

Ctra van tro ra.
“Po 1a 1an thu tha nhat,” Alistair noi.

Ian n61 vo1 Dan vé cham choc. “Co 1€ suy nghi thi khong dén noi té€ nhu vay
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29

dau.
“Em nghi chiing ta can goi y,” Natalie noi.

“Duoc thoi,” Alistair néi. “La mot ciu do: Why leave the factory when the
workers are in their prime[4]?”

[4] “Tai sao roi nha may khi cong nhan dang siéng nang lam viéc?”

Cau hoi treo lo ling trong khong trung. Pau cia Amy tap trung cao do dé
suy nghi.

“Siéng nang lam viéc...” Dan thac mic, mat n6 bién thanh mot chiéc mit na
tap trung. “Puogc roi, siéng ning 1am viéc Gmg voi giai doan ndo cla cudc
doi nhi? Nhu 13, hai muoi mét tu6i? Hay mot trong nhimg con sé 1a hai
muoi mot!”

Khi né cham vao dia xoay khoa, Alistair nhac nhg, “Hiy nhg, may dtra chi
con c6 mdt co hdi duy nhat. Néu that bai, ta khong thé cho may dua vao
trong.”

Tay Dan dong cting lai. “Coi nao, moi nguoi, gitp em voi. Hai muoi mot va

“A, khi nao cong nhan roi khoéi nha may nhi?” Ian noi. “Pay e 1a diéu nay
c6 thé nam ngoai kinh nghiém cta mot nguoi nha Kabra.”

“12 gio trua dé an trua chang?” Dan noi. “Va 5 gio chiéu dé di vé nha.
Vay... hai muoi mot, mudi hai, va nam?”

“Khoéng!” Amy bat kéu. Con bé khong chac chan, nhung 10i goi ¥ rat giéng
v6i nhitng cdu d6 muc Choi chit va Pao chir trén to New York Timeschu
nhat ma Dan van thuong hay choi. Goi y duoc giau di ngay trong chinh cac
con chir - chi can biét cach doc ma thoi. “Chi nghi khong phai dau. Dé chi
thir dugc khong?”

Dan nhin mat véi Amy. “Amy &, em mdi la da chuyén giai d6. Em bo tay
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day.
Amy ludng ly. Co 18 thang bé dang thdy mot cai gi d6 khac. Lic nio Dan
cling thay nhirng thir khong ai thay. N6 1a mot thién tai trong tro giai do. No
tung gidi mat ma cd trong mdt dong xuong so ¢ nhirng dudong ham tai Paris.

No ciing 13 ngudi da phat hién ra bi mat an trong to nhac pho ctia Mozart.

Nhung gio ddy nd dang bi mat tip trung. N6 nhin Ian nhu thé muén ding
guom anh sang dé ché thang kia ra lam doi.

N6 khong tap trung suy nghi.

“Chi... chi kha chéc chi c6 cau tra 10i,” Amy noi.

Alistair cudi. Lao ra hiéu nd dén bén chd xoay khoa. “Xin moi.”

Amy ngoanh mat di khoi cai nhin khong tin tuéng ctia thang em. “U, hay
nghi vé cum tur nay - ‘Why leave the factory[5].” ‘Why’[6] nghe nhu chit Y.
Neéu chit Y roi1 khoi tu Factory[7], ta con chir...”

“Factor!” Natalie

“Va céng nhan?” Amy tiép tuc, van huéng vé phia 6 khoa. “Ho trong thoi

ky...”

“S6... nguyén t6[8]?” Dan noi.

[5] Sao lai roi nha may.

[6] “Why” va “Y” déu phdt am giong nhau la [wai].
[7] Nha may.

[8] Prime factor, tiéng Anh.

“Vay d6 chinh 1a cac s6 nguyén t6 ma khi dem nhan véi nhau sé& c6 5005...”
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Ian 1am bam. “Nghe hoi bi kho trang?”

“Pay ghét Toan,” Natalie 1én tiéng.

Tay Amy run run khi con bé can than xoay vong khoa.
5,7, 11, 13.

Cldicce.

Con bé xoay 6 khoa va canh ctra ham bat mé.

“Xin chao mimng,” Alistair noi, “Dén thu phong cta gia toc Oh.”
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CHUONG 12

PO LA MOT CAN PHONG NHO XIU, 1an nghi, lai con xdu xi nita chit.
N6 mim cudi. Mot tro dua cii rich cua gia dinh Kabra.

Ptra em nha Cahill - Dan - dang quan sat cin phong 6p g 4m mdc nhu thé
no6 sap sua khoc dén noi. “Cai chon nay ma ong cling phai dung té1 mot con
quai thu sat nhan an thit ngudi sao?” N6 thot 1én. “Dé canh gac mdot thu
vign?”

Amy quan sat xung quanh thu phong day vé kinh ngac. “No... dep qua!”

Con bé that nhu mi va sau sic. That la lung. Rat it khi Ian thay nhiing pham
chat d6 ¢ ké khac - nhét 1a trong cudc truy tim 39 manh méi nay. Di nhién,
n6 da duoc day phai tranh xa cic hanh vi ndy bang moi gia va ché bao gio
giao du véi bét ky ai s& hitu chting. Chang that kho chiu - CCLTC, nhu cha
thuong noéi. Chi Cho Lii Thua Cudc. Va nha Kabra chang bao gio thua
cudc.

Nhung con bé lai khién né thich thi. Niém vui sudng ctia Amy hién ra khi
con bé chay trén trang co bé teo cua Alistair, su ngac nhién trudc cai hoc
sach dé da do dan ndy - sao ma c6 thé tim duoc bay nhiéu niém hanh phuc
tir nhitng thr qua it 61 ay ch. Piéu d6 1am nd c6 modt cam giac ky la ma
trudc day nd chua timg biét dén. Mot cai gi d6 giébng nhu sy khé hiéu,
nhung dé chiu hon thé.

A, ir. Chdc la do chiéc qud‘n dd rdch thoi, né tu nhu. Sy bé bang xoa diu
tam hon.

Ian nhin nhu'ng g1a sach day nghet, nhitng btic twong bang gd sdi nga moc
chiéc ghé banh bang da nut né, nhitng bong dén huynh quang gém gudc,
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ctit chudt day cac goc nha, khung ctra s6 stt seo va buc tranh dudng nhu da
dugc tau tai mdt dot khuyén mai chi danh cho nhirng ké mu mau. Pep u?

“Chi toan la sach,” Dan rén ri. “Lam on hdy cho em ra khoi ddy mau!”

Lan nay thi Ian dong tinh vé&i no.

“Sach hiém day,” Alistair chi vé chd bon ké sach ¢ lap kinh, “Chua ké day
la mdgt trong nhitng bd suu tap hay ho nhat trén thé gio1 vé bi mat ciia dong
ho Cahill. Niém dam mé tron doi cua ta, boi chi co rat it cudn duoc sao
chép lai. Pay chinh la hy vong 16n nhat ctia ching ta dé co6 thé giai ma tam
gidy co!”

lan dinh ngdi xubng, nhung lai nghi dén cam giac s& ra sao véi cai mong
cua nd. Pung cling chang dé dang gi hon, vdiquan lam tir vai nhan tao ct
nhu gidy nham co vao hai chan nd. Va 101 cau nhau cua Dan cang khién
chuyén tré nén kho chiu dén cung cuc.

Ian s& phai né tranh thang em ho. Chi it thi con chi ciing con tha vi. No
dang thac mac khong biét sy lac quan thai qua ctua cd nang c6 lay lan hay
khong.

Gi thi gi. Van thay kho chiu...

“Cé 1€ ching ta nén chia lam hai nhom,” Ian dé xuét. “Mot cudc dua tai.
Amy vo1 day s€ tim tai li€u ¢ hai ké phia trén, con Natalie véi Dan tim hai
ké & dudi.”

“Hay lam,” Alistair khen. “Pong y chtr Amy?”

“Um...” Amy dua mat ra cho khac. “Um...”

Tiéc that, Tan nghi. Qua nhiéu c6 nang co kiéu phan Gmg nay danh cho no.
Piéu do thuc su han ché su trao doi than tinh.

“Chua bao gid em tham gia vao mot nhom ngoai nha Kabra hét,” Natalie
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noi, mim cuodi trudce su tinh ranh ctia minh. “Nhung em nghi em s€ thir xem
sao.”

Dan dang chdm chil quan sat mot buc tranh dat tién nhung kém may man
ctia mot cip kha gan giii voi lan. Toc ngudi dan dng trong d6 dugc cudn 1én
thanh cac bui mau xam xo xac, 10ng may rAm rap va cip mat hoang da.
Nguoi phu nit ¢6 khuon mat ran roi, nhu mot chi ngua khée manh - ham
dai tai 16n. Bén trén ho 1a du thir biéu tuong la ling. “Hai vo chong may
man nay la ai vay?” Dan héi.

“A, phai, hai vo chéng Gideon va Olivia, thuy t6 nha Cahill, dugc v& vao
dau nhirng ndm 1500,” Tan n6i. “To6 ti€n cua may do.”

“Nha Kabra da cai tao gidng noi ddy,” Natalie thém vao.

“San sang chua?” Alistair trai manh gidy c6 ra ban, roi lay tur k¢ xuong mat
quyén sach. “Ta s€ gitp doi tré tudi hon. Natalie va Dan. San sang... bat
dau!”

lan ludt ngdn tay doc theo hang sach, mot s6 co chir viét tay trén gay:
Historicus Cahilliensis: Ekaterina, Quyén I va II.. Dién hoa kién triic
Ekaterina... Nhédn dinh vé Van hoc Cahill thé ky 18... Mot sb quyén tham
chi trong nhu sach tuyén truyén, nhitng ghi chu bi x¢ ra tor mot tép tai liéu
kho 16n. Kho 1ong tim thay thtr gi hitu ich & do.

Amy 16i xudng mot quyén sach day cop co tén Neuon goc Cahill: Bdn tém
tat cdac nghién cuu duong thoi.

“Chiing ta phai tim ra mot dau mdi, khong phai nghién ctru lich sir.” Dan
1én giong vai chi no.

“Nhung dén gid tui minh méi chi biét qua it vé dong ho Cahill.” Amy cu
lai.

Natalie ngang 1én khoi mot quyén sach no dang doc ludt. “Pay khong biét

https://tieulun.hopto.org



vi sao cha me dang ay chang noi ca hai thudc chi nao. Anh em tui nay déu
biét ro ve lich st trude khi tui nay biét di co.”

Ian quan sat thiy mat Amy xu xudéng. N6 cam giac trong 1ong hoi xon xang.
Niém thuong cam, n6 chgt nhan ra - mét cam xac n6 thuong danh cho tay
giam dbc ngan hang nha Kabra vao nhimg ngay thi trudng chimg khoan
dién bién t6i té. Cai cam gidc nay tuy thé lai... song dong hon doi chut.

N6 da con em minh mdt cai. “Natalie, may mat cai cam giac... duyén dang
161 ha?”

Con nhoc trimg mat nhin thang anh trong mot lic, cho dén khi hiéu ra cau
dua.

skokok

“Dong ho Cahill c6 gbc gac tir thanh phé Dublin nhitng ndm 1500 véi nhan
vat Gideon Cahill xuat ching va quai di cung vo cua 6ng 1a ba Olivia,”
Amy doc to.

Alistair gat dau khich 18. Co chau gai dang phan khich dén ndi khong kim
gilt dugc tu nglr trong long nira.

“Co6 nguoi noéi Cahill thue sy dd kham phé ra cach co thé thay doi toan bo
lich sir ctia nhan loai,” Amy tiép tuc. “Nhung ban chat cia kham pha nay
chua timg duoc ai biét dén. Vao nam 1507, mot dam chay di quét qua ngoi
nha Cahill. Tat ca déu thoat dugc ngoai trir mot ngudi. Gideon, cd stc gl
lai cong trinh 6ng bo ra ca doi dé thuc hién, dugc phat hién di bi thiéu song
ngay tai ban lam viéc ciia minh.

“Nguoi dong ho Cahill va dam chay 1a sao nhi?” Dan thi tham.
Alistair cam thay hoi nhéi dau noi 16ng ngyc. Lil tré di phai trai qua qua
nhiéu bi kich - ddm chdy cudp di ca cha va me chung, dam chay thiéu trui

trang vién cua Grace. Gi0 thi 130 da rd vi sao minh khong bao gio mudn co
con.
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Ta phai hy sinh ca do1 dé cham soc chung. Va cai cam giac ay co thé nguy
hiém biét bao trong cudc san lung 39 manh mai.

““Theo cac nguén tin thoi béy gio, khi chét, Gideon da nghién ctru bi mat
ctia thuat gia kim - cho phép ngudi ta bién kim loai thanh vang’,” Amy tiép
tuc. “‘Ong da tim théy mdt loai vat chat goi 1a hon da thong thai. Van dé 13,
chat nay khong hé ton tai - cho dén thoi diém d6. N6 dugc xem 1a chia khoa
dé giai dap cho sit ménh cudi cung. Hoan hdo hon ca vang, hon da, con
duoc biét dén voi cai tén alkahest, du quyén ning dé bién cac chat khac

2 9

thanh vang’.
“Xin cam on, ¢6 Frizzle[1],” Dan buc doc doc ludt qua chong sach tuyén
truyén. “Cu tiép tuc di, nhung lan nay nh& doc cho mot minh co nghe thoi

nha.”

[1] Nhén vit trong bé sach khoa hoc thirong thirc néi tiéng danh cho tré em
mang tén Magic School Bus.

“Chang ai nhdn ra gi hét sao?” Amy nhay bat khoi chiéc ghé dang ngdi.
“Chung ta da thuc hién diéu do!”

“Piéu gi?” Dan hoi.

Amy 6m cham lay thang em va xoay né tit mu nhu van thuong lam hoi no
mo1 ba tudi. “Gideon da thuc hién ‘kham phé c6 thé thay doi toan bo lich su
nhan loai’! Ong da tim ra bi mat cua hon da thong thai. Chung ta da kham

phd ra bi mdt cua ba mwoi chin dau moi roi!”

“Cai gi?” dén lugt Ian 1én tiéng. “Co6 em da hi€éu dugc mat ma trén to giay
sao? Pau moi sao?”

“Khong - mot thir con to tat hon 1a mdt dau mdi,” Amy tra
Natalie buéng minh danh phich xudng mét chiéc ghé vé gian dir. “Chung ta

thua roi sao? Em ghét & trong nhom lam.”
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Alistair nhin qua vai cia Amy, day nhe hai dira nha Kabra sang mot bén,
hai dra ct nang nac muon choan hét tam nhin ctua l3o. Amy gidé sang mot
trang c6 hinh céc biéu tugng cua thuat gia kim:

Amy rit dong xu ra khoi tai. “Hinh dang - hon d4 thong thai - n6é nam ngay
trén dong xu nay!” Con bé la lén.

“Tuyét,” Dan tra 15i. “Nhung vay thi ¢6 gi ma am i?”
“Em khong thay hay sao?” Amy hoi lai. “Trang sach nay chinh 1 bi mat
cho toan bd cau chuyén - l1a nhiing gi ma ba muoi chin dau moéi bo sung

vao!”

“Vay thi... khi ching ta suu tap du hét tat ca...” Dan néi, mot nu cudi nhan
rang cham cham loang ra trén khuén mat no.

“Chiing ta s& so hitu dugc bi an cta thuat gia kim - ctia hon da thong thai!”
Amy dat dong xu tr¢ lai thi va liéc nhin quyén sach. “Chung ta cling s€ tim

ra 1am thé ndo dé sir dung ddng xu nay. Nhung nghe tiép day...”

“‘Sau dam chay nam 1507, Thomas va Kate roi Ireland sang Anh, an cip
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nhing thanh phan trong cong trinh ciia Gideon - ma ho thé sé& tiép tuc hoan
thanh. Thomas két hon va c6 gia dinh nhung ciing bat dau bo bé ¢ em gai
14n st ménh d3 dé ra. Katherine gian dir bé di, cudm theo mot thur gi do hét
sttc quan trong doi voi Thomas, khién dng phai tir bo tat ca dé dudi theo ba.
Sau khi dén Paris, Venice va Cairo, Thomas danh bd cudc. Bi van hoéa
hoang da cua samurai thu hat, 6ng sang dinh cu tai Nhat Ban, séng mot
cudc doi gian di. Con trai ut cua 6ng, Hiyoshimaru, 16n 1én va tré thanh
Toyotomi Hideyoshi.””

“Chudt hoi dau 1a con ciia Thomas - chinh la nguoi chi Tomas dau tién u?”
Dan thac mac. “Htra hen lam sao.”

Alistair liéc nhin anh em nha Kabra véi vé nghi ngai. Lao co thé doc duoc
trén khuoén mat kho né diy mia mai ciia chung - sy thiéu kién nhan trudc
thuc té 1a Dan va Amy dang doc vé nhiing thtr ma cac nhém khac déu da
biét trude tir rat 1au. Lio biét chung dang cd stc kim lai dé cho tim ra biéu
dd hoc tap cua bon tré Cahill. Xét cho cung thi Dan va Amy van ludn gidi
giang & khoan tim kiém dau méi vuot xa cac d4u thu con lai.

Va hai dtra dang tim thay cai gi d6 ¢ day.

“Chung ta khong chuyén qua nat PI, lay hai trim d6, va dén nhitng doan
ma tui nay van chua biét sao?” Natalie no1 kem theo mdt céai ngap.

“Nhac cai mong 1én di Natalie, va hay tiép tuc tim ki€ém nao,” Dan bdo.
“Chung ta chi con cach bi mat gia kim c6 so so... ba muoi bay dau moi
thoi!”

N6 xoay mot vong, nhét quyén sach trd lai ké va voi 1ay mot cudon khac.
Mot quyén sach cii k¥ ta toi, bap bénh trén ké va roi xuéng san.

Alistair raim nguoi lai. “Can than cht, nhiéu quyén & day 1a vo gia day!”
Lao canh bao no, ctii xudng nhit quyén sach quy va kiém tra nhing chir
viét tay bang tiéng Nhat & ngoai bia. “Quyén sach nay da nam thé ky. Puoc
mot 1anh chta quan dich tim thay. La thir duy nhét duoc tim thay trong 1éu
cua Hideyoshi trong mot cudc cudp boc...”
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“Trén d6 viét gi vay?” Dan hoi Alistair.

Alistair deo kinh vao. “Bia sach viét, ‘Hideyoshi, chin’ - ¢6 1& 1a mdt quyén
sach tap v€ hay sach t6 mau tur thoi tho au ctia 6ng ta.”

“Khoan d4, tai sao quyén nay lai ghi 1a ‘Hideyoshi’ cht?” Amy thic mac.
“Chang phai lic nho ong ta dugc goi bang tén khac sao?”

Mat Alistair mo to vi kinh ngac. “Phai r6i - 1a Hiyoshimaru! Phét hién gioi
lam. Néu day that sy 1a mot quyén sach tur thoi tho au cua 6ng ta, no phai co
tén trén do.”

Amy nhe nhang dén ldy quyén sach. Con bé 14t qua cac trang sach - phong
canh, canh chién trudng, quai vat - moi ngudi vy xung quanh né. Alistair
nhén thiy anh chang Kabra kh& cham vao vai Amy. “C-c-cai thir nay... qua
ditoi voi mot dira tré 9 tudi...” Hai ban tay run run, c6 chau gai md dén
trang sach c6 mot duong ky la, trong rat hién dai, v& cac ngodi sao va nhiing
duong ngiu nhién. “Mot dira tré ¢ thé 1am vay ma,” Natalie noi.

“’Hideyoshi... chin...” Dan noi. “Nay - day la trang sach thar chin!”

Bat thinh linh, khong n6i mot 101, Amy dit tay 1én quyén sach va xé trang
giay ra.

Alistair nghi minh sap truy tim dén noi. “Amy!” lao bat kéu. “Pay 1a d6 co
do!”

Amy nhanh chéng nhoai nguoi 1én ban cua ldo, dat to gidy vira bi xé lén
manh giady co.

Ca hai chong khit nhau. Hau hét cac duong ké tao thanh buc phong canh
chi tiét cua mot khu vuc nti da. Nhung con cac duong con lai, khit hon,

nhoé hon, duong nhu tao thanh cac ky tu tiéng Han.

Va Alistair da hiéu ra duoc 1y do trong hanh dong dién rd cta con bé. “Ba
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sung...” Lao la 1én.
“Noi gi vay?” Dan hoi.
“Haha!” Alistair 6m that chat c6 chau gai. Con bé qua that 1a mot dua tré

phi thuong. “Nho c¢6 Amy, ta dd biét né nam ¢ dau. Va chung ta s& dén noi
do dau tién ngay sang ngay mai.”
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CHUONG 13

CHANG HIEU SAO TREN CHUYEN XE XOC NAY vao budi sang sau
bita di€ém tdm nhe vd1 moén tring, Dan khong hé thich nghi dén céi tén
Pukhansan[1]. Nhung d6 1a noi bon ho dang hudng té1 ngay tur luc tinh mo.

[1] Pukhansan: ngon miii nam & phia Bdc thii d6 Seoul, vé phia Bdc séng
Han, cao 836 mét.

Khi ho dén gan thanh phd Seoul, ngon nii ba chém di hién ra ngay trudc
mét. “Ba chiéc sung - 1€ ra ta da c6 thé nhén ra tir dau,” Alistair bao. “N6 1a
Samgaksan, nui ba stmg. R6i ram nam ¢ chd ngay nay ngudi ta goi n bang
cai tén Pukhansan.”

“0...” Dan nham mat, lai ngo6i lut xudng ghé trong chiéc 4o gi6 trum dau
hiéu Harvard ma Alistair cho n6 muon.

Amy nhin ra ngoai cura s6. M0t ngay xam xit va am dam, ngon nli trong
gan nhu thang diang. Ho da chuan bi san bita trura dong goi ky cang trong ba
16 cta n6, nhung 16 rang s€ mat hon mdt ngay rong leo nui.

“Chung ta phai tréo 1€n d6 u?” Nellie hoi. “To61 dang mang gidy Vans[2]
nay.”

[2] Giay ba ta vdi, tién loi cho viéc leo nui.

“Nui c6 mat nghiéng rat 16m,” Natalie noi, tay phui mdt hat bui bam trén doéi
giay Prada d¢ mém mau hong nam ngoc ma n6 vua dua Harold v€ sinh
giap. “Va chung ta cling nén 1én do.”

“No chi cao chuirng hon ntra dém thoi, nhumg ta kh()ng nghi chung ta sé leo

1€n trén do,” Ahstalr chi vao tim ban d6 gém mau gidy da co va to gidy vira
X€ ra tu quyen sach. “Btrc tranh c6 mdt nét ngoan ngoeo cat ngang, ta cho
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d6 1a buc tuong phao dai ling danh khi xwa. N6 cat xuyén qua nhiéu thung
lting va nhitng khu vuc thap bén dudi.”

“Pay la cai gi?” Dan tro vao mot hinh ddng nguéch ngoac vui vui.

“A, mot chit M,” Nellie noi. “Hay néu em nhin nguoc lai thi né 1a mot chi
W. Bén hong, 12 mot chit S nao do...”

“Cé 1€ do 1a cay co,” Dan bao. “Glong nhu trong phim D6 la mét thé gzm
dién, dién, dién, dién khung Chi biét khong" Khong ha? May ga no mudn
tim mot s tién dugc cét giau, va duy nhat 13 né nam bén dudi mot chit W
16n? Va duong nhu chang co ai hiéu duoc no nghia 1a gi - nhung roi, gan
cudi phim, c6 mot diy bon cdy co moc thang 1én theo hinh dang ctia mét...

'7’

cai chi biét 1a cai gi r6i d6! That kinh dién!
Amy, Alistair, Natalie, lan va Nellie déu trd6 mat nhin no.

“Khoéng c6 chit W trong tiéng Han,” Alistair tra 1oi no. “Lan ciy co & Han
Quoc. Co 1€ do 1a cay phong...”

“Meo,” Con Saladin co co mat né vao goi Dan.

“Tao s€ ké cho may nghe khuc con lai cua cot truyén sau nha,” Dan thi
tham v&1 con meo Mau.

Tai xé cta Alistair tha ho xudng bdi ddu xe cua cong vién qudc gia
Pukhansan. M6t dam dong du khach da tap trung quanh tam ban do du’(‘mg
di khong 16. Alistair than trong ddi chiéu né véi to gidy bi Xe phu 1én mau
gidy cO mang theo. Lao dung ngoén tay do theo cai nét uon éo sam mau,
ding lai ¢ nhiéu diém danh dau mau den. “Ta gia dinh day chinh 1a nhiing
ngdi dén c6. Hay tam cho X 1a kho bau bi mat cua ching ta...”

“No6 nam gitra hai ngdi dén,” Natalie noi. “Nhung 1a hai ng61 dén nao chu?”
Alistair nhin vai that manh. “C6 qua nhiéu ng61 dén. Va gitra chung lai c6

qua nhiéu khong gian. C6 thé tén nhiéu ngay troi diy.”
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“Vay thi di nao!” Dan hao hing.

“A1 do6 phai ¢ lai day v6i 6ng Chung va con Saladin,” Nellie xen vao, liéc
nhin ngon nui v41 cdp mat hoai nghi. “Okay, moi nguoi noi to1 phai khong;
to1 s€ O la1.”

Nhitng ngudi con lai khéi hanh, di xuéng mot duong mon da co6 dau chan
qua lai nhiéu lan. “Hideyoshi d chinh phuc phan 16n Han Quéc,” Alistair
ké, “Bao gom ca Seoul ma vao thoi d6 goi 1a Hanseong. Nhung binh linh
chién dau rat ngoan cuong, xdy dung nén phao dai nay nham day lui cudc
xam lang.”

“Vay tai sao chon kho bau ciia minh & day?” Amy hoi.

Alistair lai nhan vai. “Dé¢ st dung buc tuong lam 14 chan, co 1€ thé. Ong ta
cho rang noi day van s€ 1a 1anh tho cta minh.”

“Tu tin thai qua 12 mot 16i nguyén,” Ian binh luan.
“R6i 6ng anh sé& biét diéu d6 ngay thoi,” Dan noi.

Puong cang doc 1én cao cang ¢o6 it nguoi hon. Moi 1an ho di qua mot ngdi
dén, Alistair lai kiém tra, va lai lac dau lan nira.

Gi10 thi lung 130 da udt dam mo hoi, va rot cude 1ao ngoi thd hon hén trén
mot mom da. “Gio an trua da,” Lao tuyén bo, trao tam gidy phu cho Amy.
“Hay cho n6 vao ba 16 cua con dugc khong?”

“An trua a? Chiing ta chi vira méi bat dau théi ma!” Ian néi, chay luét qua
btrc tuong, chiéc quan thung thinh cua Harold phong 1én nhu bong bong
trong gio.

Natalie hi himg ngdi canh Alistair. “Khong biét 6ng c6 mang theo moén

jambon thit triu quét phd mai mozzarella kém ca chua phoi nang dung ciing
banh mi foccacia va sot pesto khong?”
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“An bo dau phong va chudi voi banh mi khong?” Dan dé nghi.
Alistair van cham cht quan sat xung quanh. “Ta e rang chiing ta bi mat dau
roi. Birc tuong biét dau da bi thay doi vi tri sau nhiéu thé ky. Co6 thé no

khong con nhu thé nay nira.”

Trong luc kéo khoa ba 16 lai, Amy thay nhu c¢é gi do rot xudng dinh dau
minh - mgt cum réu moc, roi va vang xuong chan con bé. “Nay!”

lan dang cudi ngit nghéo trong lic phui phiii dat dinh trén tay no.

Cuoi ngdt nghéo. P6 1a con chua ké téi cai nhin cham chiam vao con bé.
Mat cua n6 nhu dang ché giéu, ghim chat con bé vao mdt cho. Nhu thé sap
stra c6 mot binh ludn cay nghiét nhan hi¢u Kabraudc mat tat ca ban dan

thién ha.

Amy ) géng dé khong trao nudc mét, vat 1on chéng lai mong mudn chay
lui tré lai hay thu minh vao trong mot voé oc.

“Ném lai di,” Dan ttrc toi. “Manh vao!”
Ian khum tay dua 1én miéng. “Amy, chap nhan mot thir thach khong? Chay
dua dén hon da to ké tiép nha? Pay chip cd em chay trudc - hay 1a ¢6 em

quéa cham chap?”

“Chi ay dau c6 cham chap!” Dan hét dap tra Ian. “A ma thuc ra thi chdm
that do.”

Amy bat day. Bi mot dra nha Kabra ché nhao 13 mot chuyén, nhung bi
chinh théng em tu phu ché nhao thi khong thé chap nhan duoc.

Con bé dua mat nhin ting d4 16n. That 1a dién r6. G4 ta dang nhir minh,
cang lam cho minh thay xau ho thém ma thoéi. Trur phi...

A, kia r6i. Mot con dudng bang qua nhiing bui cdy. Thang thom hon.
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Amy bat dau chay.

“Amy - bo ba 16 lai day di!” Dan goi véi theo. “Va nhd lay tén em dit cho
con trai hai nguoi nha!”

Con bé phot 10 thang em. Mit c4 dang hanh ha Amy, nhung né sé& khdng dé
Ian chién thang. Thang nay ciing bat dau chay, leo 1én dinh bérc twong roi
nhay xudng. Ian chay vong véo vao khu vuc cé rimg cdy, cudi ra 1én va lao
vé phia con bé. Amy c6i chiéc ba 16 ra va vung né 1én, nén thang vao canh
tay lan.

Mot ké dang ghét.
“O4i!” Ian la toang l1én. “Chiéc 40 bo nay hiéu Armani d6 nha!”

Ba 16 vang xuong dat, lam ro1 ra tam ban do6 cua Alistair - trang gidy bi x¢€
va cudn giay da co6 kep lai vo1 nhau. “Vo6 tay quan la cia quan!” Ian reo lén,
chngay lay n6 va nhay phoc 1én mot mém da troi trén mat dat.

“Po an gian!” Amy gidn dién nguoi. Thang nay ding hong cudp duoc mon
d6 d6. Con bé tréo 1én tang da, theo sat timg budc mdt cua lan cho dén khi
t6i dinh. O d6 né quay vé phia Amy, thd hon ha hon hén. “Véi mot dtira nha
Cahill, nhu véy ciing khong té chat ndo,” Thang nay noi, nhe ring ra cudi.

“Céai-cai... d-d-ddooo...” Nhu thuong 18, tir ngit lai nghen ciing trong c6 con
bé, nhu van ludén nhu vay. Thang nay dang nhin Amy cham cham, mat ldo
lién kém theo trang cudi, cang khién c6 bé cam thay tirc toi va gian dit hon
nita, #én ndi Amy thidy minh nhu sap no tung. “K-k-khong thé...”

Nhung vao gidy phat ay, mot cai gi d6 hét stre ky quai da dién ra. C6 1& 46
la do mot cai ngoanh dau, mot cu dong cua 16ng may lan, con bé cling
khong rd. Nhung ¢t nhu thé ¢6 ai d6 thinh linh trung ra bic tranh ¢ mot
goc do khac di, va bong chdc mét dai duong bio bung héa thanh mot lang
hoa tuoi sang - mot tro danh Ira thi giac duong nhu chi mudn khang dinh
rang moi thtr khac nhau chang qua ciing boi goc nhin ma thoi. Cap mat cia
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Tan khéng 6 chat gi cia sy ché gidu nita. Chiing dang mdi goi con bé, bao
no6 hay cung han cuo1 vui. Con gian ngun ngut dang trao cua Amy bat thinh
linh xep xudng va tan bién di tra mot ddm may. “Anh ciing 1a... mot Cahill
do,” Amy 1én tiéng.

“Touche[3].”

[3] “Chinh xdc”, tiéng Phadp.

Mit Ian dan chat vao mat Amy.

Lan nay con bé da dap lai anh nhin ctia han. Mot cach viing vang, n6 khong
con cam thay an nan hay tan cong hay phai bé chay nira. Néu han nhin nhu
thé ca ngay con bé cling chang phién ti ti nao.

“Ne Amy? Chuyén leo niii nay c¢é dan nhan PHU HUYNH DI KEM d6 nha,
va chiing ta dang déi rd hong ra ddy!” Dan la 1én. “Ay la chua ké ong
Alistair muon lay tam ban do lai ki

Amy cam thay d6 bung mat vi xau ho. N6 tranh anh mat di chd khac.
“Pay,” Tan 1én tiéng, trao tim ban d6 lai cho Amy.

Trang giay bi xé cta Alistair kep vao miéng gidy da c6 bang chiéc kep gidy,
da bi x€ dich. Amy Lo lang dit lai to gidy bi x€ vao dung vi tri cli - moi thi
chong 1én nhau thang hang, ting dau hi¢u mot...

Mit con bé ddo nhin quang canh xung quanh rdi tré lai véi tim gidy.

“Troi dat...” Amy lam bam trong miéng.

“Cai gi?” Ian hoi.

Amy kiém tra lai mot 1an nita. Va mot 1an nita, chi dé chic chan. Nhung no

khéng nham 1an duoc - hinh dang ma truéc dé ca bon di nhan ra trong tim
ban d6. Chinh hinh dang ma bon ho van dang doan gia doan non.

https://tieulun.hopto.org



N6 khong phai cay co. Hay la cay thich.

“Dan!” Amy hét 1én, nhay phat tir taing d4 xuéng cr nhu mat ca ctia con bé
chua tung bi chan thuong. “Moi nguoi! Lai ddy mau!”

Con bé chay nguoc xudng, nhung tat ca cling dang chay 1én, gip nhau &
gitra duong. Amy nam lay tay Dan va 161 n6 vao con duong mon hudng lén
chd da doc. “Chi yéu em qua Dan, em 1a mot thién tai,” Amy reo 1én.

Dan nhin chi no trimg trimg. “Ian thudc chi roi phai khong?”

“Nhin day,” Amy khoat tay ra khu vuc xung quanh. “Em thay cai gi nao?”
“Cay. ba. Cat nai.” Dan nhun vai.

“Mom da. Trong n6 giong cai gi?” Amy thiic gi

“Nhu mét hinh zig zag nao d6 chang?” Ian 1én tiéng.

Bat thinh linh, Dan nhay dung 1én nhu thé vira bi choi tro kéo quan sip. “Do
chinh la chit W!” N6 reo to. “Amy, chi da tim ra chit W!”

Alistair mim cuoi1. “Xuat sac. X danh dau diém can tim trén tam ban do - va
diém do 1a mot khoi da c¢6 hinh chir W.”

Amy lay tdm ban d6 va bat dau chay xudng chd mom da. Khi dén mép
mom da, con bé bat dau but ddm day leo va bui cay ¢ chan tang da.

“Hay tan ra,” Ian ra I¢nh. “Tim mot cai hang. Mot 161 vao bi mat.”

Moi ngudi bat dau luc soat, nhé dam cay bui va do xét tang da. “Nhin day!”
Natalie la 1én.

Amy chay dén bén con bé. N6 16i khoi burc tuong da mot bui cay ram rap,
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dé 16 ra buc khic mot ngu:on dan 6ng. Ong ta c6 khudn mit manh, giéng
mot con khi véi doi mat sac 1ém va miéng he hé. “Eo 6i,” N6 kéu 1én.

“Chudt hoi dau,” Alistair hét sic kinh ngac, dua nhiing ngén tay lan khap
birc khac. “Pay la hinh anh Hideyoshi theo phong cach Nhat Ban thoi bay
gio.”

“Tuyét vo1,” lan co co vao cam minh vé tram ngam.

“Lam sao chung ta vao duoc bén trong day?” Dan thac mac, mit né van dan
chat vao tam ban do. “Co 1€ moi nguoi cling da dé y di€u nay - chir W to

16n cii k§ dugc lam bang dd ting. Chac quanh dy phai c¢6 chi din nao d6
chu...”

Amy cung tit cd moi ngudi vay quanh Dan. N6 trd tay xudng phia dudi tim
gidy phu. “Nhiing chit cai ¢ dudi cung. Toota. Chung c6 nghia 1a gi nhi?”

skekok

“Cha Hideyoshi 1a Thomas Cahill... c6 1& 6ng da day tiéng Anh cho con
minh,” Alistair noi.

“P6 1a Toyota!” Amy néi. “Cac chit cai. Chung gibng hét Toyota bo di chir
Y.”

“Tuyét lam Amy,” Dan n6i. “Dau moi thir ba cua ching ta dugc chon & mét
chiéc xe tai Sienna c6 nho.”

“Pay tin c6 em dang goi ¥ rang co6 1€ mau gidy da la hang gia,” [an noi.

“Cam on 6ng ba Kabra nha,” Dan mia mai, né van nhin chim chi vao
manh gidy da. “Nhung n6 hoan toan 1a that. That 100%.”

N6 nhe nhang dit tam ban d6 xudng dat va 16i tir trong tai ra mot con dao

quan doi Thuy Si. RO, béng dong tac lanh le, n6 bat dau xé roi manh giéy
thanh tirng méanh nho.
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“Dan!” Alistair la toang Ién.
Amy thay tim minh nhu nglng dap. “Em dang lam cdi gi vay ha?”
Gio thi Dan lai 16i ra chiéc kéo cam tay. Trong mdt loang, n6 da cat ra chinh
xac tung ky tu mot. Can than gilt nhirng manh gidy mong manh, n6 sap x&p
chuing lai v6é1 nhau - chit A 16n nam trong chit O; hai chit T canh nhau,
nguoc lai voi chit A; va cudi cung chit O nhé hon ndm ngay giira.

skosk

“P6 1a biéu twong cta hon da thong thai,” Amy reo 1én, hét strc kinh ngac.

Dan gat dau. “Va bang cac nguyén t6 két hop lai s& c¢6 duoc 16i vao... Em
vura két hop chung lai voi nhau d6.”

N6 dang nhin Amy v6i anh mat rang rd. Va con bé biét dich xac nhiing gi
n6 dang nghi

Amy tho tay vao tai liy ra dong xu ma Ian da dua. Trén d6 ciing c6 chinh
biéu tugng nay - hon da thong thai. “Gio hdy cho con Chudt hoi an cai gi do

nao,” Con bé noi.

Hét suc can trong, Amy nhét dong xung vao cai miéng hoi hé¢ md cua
Hideyoshi.

Va thé 1a mat dat bat dau ung rung rung chuyén.
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CHUONG 14

CRACCCCCKKKKK!

Pau gbi cua lan khuyu xuéng. Mom da 1am rung chuyén mat dat, mot 16p
bui xam xam nhanh chéng noi 1én bao quanh lay ho.

Pua tay che mét, n nhin thdy Amy dang dtmg canh buc tuong. Gio day vat
nay dang di chuyén vé phia con bé. N6 dang bi soc, chiéc ba 16 con nam
ngay dudi chan.

“Lui lai!” Ian thét 16n.

lan kéo Amy ra va day nam xubng dat, dé 1én ngudi con bé. Soi da tudn
nhu mua xudng lung no, chui ca vao toc va ban xudng mat dat kéu rao rao
nhu mdt trang phao tay.

Y nghi thtr hai trong dau né 1a chiéc 4o nay sé& bi rach buom. Va mot ndi
bang hoang ap dén - rang ¥y nghi dau tién ctia né lai khong phai 1a vé chiéc
a0. Hay vé dong xu. Hay vé chinh no nira.

Ma la vé con beé.

Nhung diéu nay lai khong nam trong ké hoach. Amy ¢ day vi mot 18 riéng.
C6 nho nay 1a mot chién thuat, mét ban dap. C6 nhé that Ia...

“Pang yéu,” N6 thét lén.
Amy ngudc nhin né vé so hii, hang 16ng mi cua con bé bam day bui. Ian
nam lay tay con bé dang co chat thanh nam dam. “A-a-anh khong can phai

lam nhu vay,” Amy thi tham.

“Lam gi?” lan hoi.
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“Mia mai. N6i nhitng cau nhu la ‘dang yéu’. Anh da clru mang day. C-cam

29

on.

“Bon phan cua anh tho61,” N¢ tra 101. Ian ci dau va dat moi minh cham vao
mo1 Amy. Chi mgt chut thoi.

Khoéng khi chdm cham tré nén quang dang, va tiéng 6n da ngung lai. lan
ngoi day, buong tay Amy ra. Hinh khac di 16 han ra ngoai tang da chimng
vai centimét. Chd d6 gid diy duoc thay thé bang mot hang md hinh chir
nhat.

Mot mui thoi rira, hdng ndng suc ra tir bén trong.

Alistair 1a nguoi dau tién dung 1€n, can than phui bui chiéc quan leo nti bo
sat cua minh. “Noi an nau cua Hideyoshi...” Lao kinh ngac thot 1én.

Dan Va Natalie ¢ sat bén 13o, ho sdc sua va cling dang phu1 bu1 Dan bat day
va ¢6 dom vao trong. “Trdi a, c6 ai d6 quén giat nude bon cau roi.”

Alistair tim thay ba 16 ctia Amy va 16i trong d6 ra hai chiéc dén Coleman
chay pin gap lai duoc.

Ian 45 Amy ding day. “C6 em c6 dong xu khong?” N6 nhe nhang héi. “Co
thé 14t ntra chung ta con dung dén nd, dé dong 161 vao nay lai.”

“T-ti...” Amy v0 vao tai. “Day da cho vao d6 khi tht ndy b-at dau mo

2

ra...
Alistair trao cho con bé mot chiéc dén. “Ta va con dan dau, Amy a.”

Trong luc con bé budc vao trong hang véi déi chan van con run lay bay,
Natalie nhin Ian chdm cham. N6 nhay mat v&i con bé va ca hai budce

O, con bé hoi da nghi.
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skokok

Tap trung.
Tat ca nhitng gi Amy c6 thé cam nhan dugc 1a d61 moi minh.

Anh sang huynh quang xanh nhat ciia ngon dén nhay mua trén nhiing vach
da 16m chém bén trong mot cai hang hinh vom, mui ammoniac ctia phan
tht xoc vao 16 mili con bé. Bon ho dang & trong mot cai hang dudng nhu da
nta triéu ndm chua c6 bong nguoi dit chan dén, gidy con bé dang gidm Ién
mot tham nhitng th nhay nhya ma chinh né cling chang dam ngé xudng
xem 13 gi. Va tit ca nhiing gi Amy con cam thay 1a cai cam giac rAm ran
cua do1 moi.

Moi thtr dién ra cing mot luc. D@)ng XU, Noi an nau, ci...

Cai gi? Chinh x4c diéu gi vira méi xay ra?

Ian ling 1& budc sau con bé. Amy phai ghét bo han chtr. N6 da ghét. Nhung
no cling khong con nh¢ dugce ti teo 1y do vi sao nira. Bat chap nhiing gi
dang & xung quanh, con bé cam thay that hoat bat, song dong, va hanh phtc
dén khong tudng tuong duoc.

“Cam on anh,” N6 khé noi.

“Cam on vi cai gi?” Ian hoi.

“Pa dua cho day dong xu luc & trong con hém tai Tokyo,” Con bé tra 15i.
“Néu anh khong lam nhu vay thi toan by chuyén nay khong thé xay ra
duoc.”

lan gat dau dong tinh. “Po6 13 mot trong nhitng vat sé hiru duoc ning niu

nhat ctia nha Kabra. Nguodi ta don rang n6 dong vai trd quan trong do1 véi
dau moi1 cua Tomas, nhung cha me¢ anh lai khong tin diéu do. Anh budc
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phai danh cap tir tay ho.” N6 rung minh. “Anh chang dam gip mit cha mot
khi 6ng phat hién ra di€u nay.”

Amy thocay vao tii va moc dong xu ra trao cho Ian.

“A-anh khong thé,” Tan néi. “P3 hira roi ma.”

“Chtng ta khong con can dén no nira,” Amy noi.

“Cam on c6 em.” Ian 1y dong xu va bd vao tai. Nhung mat ctia no lai tap
trung huéng 1én trén. “Amy? C6 em c6 thdy tht gi di chuyén trén kia

khong?”

Amy roi den 1€n trén, vao mot cai bong vira bay qua bay lai, nhady mua that
nhanh - va r61 bién thanh mot ddm den véi nhitng tiéng rit inh tai.

“CUI XUONG!” Dan hét to ra lénh trong lic mot dan doi bay ao qua dau
ho. Chung rt to, vd canh phanh phach, dau canh dap lach chach nhu mua
vao toc Amy trong lac con bé co rim ngudi lai. Roi, ciing giébng nhu mot
dam khoi bay qua miéng 6ng khoi, dan doi bién di qua mét 16i ra hep.

“Co6 em khong sao chr?” Ian hoi.

Amy gat dau. “Pay ghét doi,” Con bé ngoi diy, lia chiéc dén ra xung
quanh, roi vong anh sang vao khuon mat Ian.

Chi c¢6t nhin thay khuon mit ay.
Va do6 1a luc Dan lai réo 1én.

sokosk
“Amy, roi cai thu do lai day!”

P6 14 tha ngon lanh nhat ma nd ting trong thdy. Ngon lanh hon ca giai
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thudng game Wii tron doi ma né suyt nita gianh dugc trong cudc thi hoi 16p
6.

Gio thi ca Alistair 1an Amy déu dang lao nhanh dén. Hai chiéc dén roi anh
sang 1én mot dong khong 16 nhimg vat chong chat 1én nhau ngap tir mit dat
to1 tan ndc hang. O trén dinh, chd bon doi vira & d6, 1a mot day nhii da
budng xubng dat. Nhil ¢4 bao quanh dong vat thé nhu mot hang rao cam
nguoc gilt cho né & nguyén mot chd.

D6 chinh 1a nhitng thanh guom - ca mdt thap guom, dugc sap xép can than,
ti mi xen k€ nhau. Chuo6i guom chia théng ra, mot s rat tinh té, dugc nam
ngoc, s6 khac bi sut seo va cun. Chung tya nhitng ban tay, vuon ra nhu thé
dang thach thirc ai d6 kéo chung ra. Piéu d6 c6 thé khién cho ca dong guom
khong 10 sup xuéng nhu mot ngdi nha 1am tir nhing 13 bai.

“Cudc san guom vi dai nam 1588, Alistair lam nham. “Day la noi nguoi ta
gidu chung.”

Nhung Dan di nhanh chong di qua ddng guom, ré vé phia tay trai. Hang
dong dudng nhu mé rong ra vé phia nay, rong va sau hon, voi nhitng dong
vii khi nhu ndi tiép nhau kéo dai bat tan. Mot sd trong nhu da bi ném bo lai
day - vuong mién, non tru, giap tru, gido, khién, yén ngua, ban dap. Nhiing
chién bao gap lai, nhitng vién ngoc dinh trén 4o sang lap lanh, nhiing birc
tuong ding phu day bui, nhitng cudn gidy cudn chit dit trong nhiing thung
chtra ¢6 hinh dang nhiing chiéc hop. Nhung c6 mot khu vuc dudong nhu biét
1ap voi nhitng chd con lai - mot dién tho, bao quanh 1a mot tAm guong tam
giac ky di treo trén tudng trong chiéc khung dugce cham tro hét st tinh té.

Quanh tim guong, ¢6 nhu‘ng cai rwong khong 16 du'(rc chét thanh dong gon
gang Tat ca duoc trang tri bang ngoc va thu phap, mdi cai duoc khoa bang

mot 6 khoa khong 16.

Dan chdp lay mot 6 khoa. N6 v ngay ra trong tay thang bé, hoen gi va gion
rum. Khi Dan m& ndp ruong, moi nguoi dén bén canh n6 va nhin vao trong.

“Nhu ¢ cac tinh 11 bén My nguoi ta van hay noéi...” Natalie néi, mat né mo
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to, “Bungee!”

“Ta bado dam tu do 1a ‘bingo[1],”” Alistair stra lung né. “Lay tro1, nhiing thi

nay chac han la chién lgi pham cua Hideyoshi - cua cai ma quan linh cua

ong doat duoc khi chinh phuc nuéc Nhat va di chuyén sang Han Quoc.”

[1] Khi dwoc bac, tring thuéng x6 sé... nguoi ta thuong reo lén “bingo”.>
Dan cho tay vao trong, dao béi mdt ruong day dong tién vang. Canh no,

Amy m¢ ra mot chiéc ruong khac. “Chén diia, tach, t6, dia dung thic an -

tat ca déu bang vang khoi nay!”

“Cac tugng Phat!” Ian thdt 18n, nhin vao chiéc ruong thr ba. “Mdgt bd suu
tap nhirng tuong phat bang vang cd nho.”

“Hideyoshi t6n sting vang,” Alistair tir ton dap. “Theo truyén thuyét ké lai,
ong tham chi con udng nhiing giot vang hang dém dé mong cd nhirng thudc
tinh ma thuat ma ngudi ta gan cho no...”

“Chtng ta giau to r6i,” Ian reo 1én. “Lai nita ndy.”

Dan mim cuoi.

Va bang ba nguyén to ket hop lai sé co dwoc loi vao, thir toi cao sé hién [o.

“Con hon ca giau c6,” N6 bat ra mot tiéng reo v cung kinh ngac. “Chung
ta da kham pha ra dau méi ké ti€p cua dong ho Cahill!”
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CHUONG 15

ALISTAIR KHONG NGAI VE CHUYEN TUOI TAC. Nhung lai ngai bi
thua tri mot dra chau chi m&i mudi mét tudi dau.

Vang.

Di nhién thang bé néi dung. Vang chinh 14 “nguyén t6 cao nhat” trong thuat
gia kim. Biéu tuong gia kim - “cic nguyén to két hop lai” - chinh 1 chia
khoa mo cira 16i vao. Khong con nghi ngd gi nira, day chinh 1a tir dau éc
cua Hideyoshi. La con trai cia Thomas Cahill, 6ng ta cling 1a mot hoc tro
cua thuat gia kim!

Alistair tham rda minh. Bang 1€ 130 phai phat hi¢n ra ngay tur dau. Pa co6 thé
loai bd hét cai rac rdi nay, cai nguy hiém nay. Tat ca sy mao hiém khong
can thiét do1 véi mang song cua hai dtra chau.

Piéu nay nhat dinh phai xay dén.

L3o phai 1a ngudi phat hién ra ddu moi ma l3o da biét.

Ldo c¢b mim cudi. V6i hai dira tré Cahill, nhitng th nay déu mdi mé.
Ching van chua danh ra cd doi minh dé tim kiém nhu 130. Ching dang
nhay mua cung vo6i hai dra nha Kabra, nhiing di¢u nhay chung goi 1a hip
hop, ma khi c6 tham gia chi t6 khién hong cta 130 nhirc nhéi thém thoi.
Alistair van theo ddi cir dong cua thang nhéc Kabra. RS rang nha Kabra
cling biét Pau moi nay. Nha Lucian cling da tim kiém Dau moi hét nhu nha

Ekat. C6 18 bon chiing chi dién gidi hon 130 d6 théi.

“Gioi 1am!” Tan reo 1én, tung Amy 1én khong trung. “Ta biét sy lién minh
5 , g y g g
gitra cac chi s€ dem lai két qua ma!”
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Khi Ian ha Amy Xuéng, con bé lai d& mit minh kh& cham vao mit no.

Alistair thiy mau minh dong cung lai. Tro thi quan véi bon Kabra qua that
da c6 ich. Néu khong c6 dong xu cua Ian, ho di khong thé tim thay chiéc
hang nay.

Nhung day khong phai 1a kiéu lién minh ma lao d& hinh dung trong dau.

“Ta nghi - chung ta nén rdi khoi ddy ngay,” Alistair dé nghi. “C6 1& chung
ta s€ thao luan vd1 nhau vé nhiing gi s€ lam ti€p theo trong bita t61.”

“Khong nhanh vay dau,” Ian noi. Gio thi n6 da budc ra xa Amy, cham chu
nhin chiéc guong. “Hay chinh lai cho t6i néu tdi c6 noi sai gi nha. Dudng
nhu mdi khi tim ra mét dau mdi, cac nguoi lai tim théy mdt manh mdi dan
qua dau moi ké tiép.”

“DPung, nhoc chau Au a,” Dan noi1. “Nhung dung c6 ¢6 ma ép nao. Tui ca l1a
dau moi ke ti€p khong phai la bui da dau.”

Gio day Ian dang nhin vao tdm guong. “Moi ngudi nghi cac ky tu ndy co
nghia la gi?”

Alistair dén bén no, roi anh sang vao chiéc khung guong hinh tam giac. Doc
theo hai canh 1a mdt lo nhiing bi€u tuong.
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“Mu tit voi1 em,” Natalie noi.

“May b téo oi, day biét chung 1a gi d6!” Dan thét 1én. “Tir nhitng chir viét
ma bon nay tim thay trén thanh guom & Venice. Nhd khong cha Alistair, khi
chung ta nhin vao nhitng birc hinh xdm d6? Con di ké véi bac 1a van con
thiéu vai ky tu. Va ching & day day!”

“Ta khong nghi ching thuéc vé ngdn ngit ndo ca,” Alistair noi, do hét cac
ky tu nay v6i 13 ngdn ngit ma lao biét. “Co 18 lai 1a mot thong diép bi mat
nao do chang?”

Natalie bat dau chai toc trude guong voi mot chiée luge ¢ can bang vang.
“Guong kia ngu ¢ trén tuong, thé gian ai gidu c6 nhat, thong minh nhat,
duoc ngudng mo nhat va...”

“Pung 161 do, Natalie!” Dan noi.

Natalie then thung. “Céam on, thinh thoang day cling ngac nhién v&i chinh
minh...”

“Khéng phai! Ky tu qua tim guong... chit viét qua guwong!” Dan nhanh
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chéng rit ra mot cay but chi bam va bia cudn Nhitng phim hdi kinh dién
moi thm dai. Xé mot to gidy trang & cudi ra, nd xoay ngang quyén sach dé
ké glay viét va bat dau chép lai nhitng ky tu trén khung guong xubng to
gidy. Roi né gio chung ra trude guong.

Van v6 nghia.

Amy c6c vao dau minh mot cai. “Nhiing ky ty nay d6i xting nhau,” Con bé
néi. “Phan trén cuia mdi chir 1a phan chiéu qua guong cua phan duédi. C6 18
mdi ky tu 1a mot nita ky tu duge phan chiéu. Do vay néu ta chi nhin thay
nua ky tu, ta s€ biét n6 la gi?”

“P6 1a thir ngu ngdc, lac qué nhat ma em ting nghe t&i,” Dan béo.

Amy chop lay to gidy va bat dau boi di phan trén cua timg ky tu.

L

Cham cham, con bé bét dau viét lai tung chit mot:

ahstkael

“Ahstkael...” Amy noi. “Chang phai ddy la mot chudi nha hang thuc in
dinh dudng ¢ Thuy Pién sao?”

“Dau moi ke tiép cua chung ta & Thuy Dién 4?”” Natalie hao huc. “Minh that
su can mot cai 4o long thu mo1 ro1 day.”

Dan go go Vao cam. “Nay moi ngu:cn ching la tleng Anh sao? Sao ching ta
lai khong cb tao ra céc chit cai tiéng Nhdt? Hay tiéng Han gi d6?”

“Hideyoshi 1a con cua Thomas Cahill,” Alistair n6i. “Co thé lap luan la
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tiéng Anh van duogc st dung ¢ nha. Hideyoshi chic han d3 bi anh hudng.
Nhung khi d6 phuong Pong van chua mé cira buon ban voéi phuong Tay, tir
ngir dung bang tiéng Anh s& tré thanh mat ma khong ai giai n6i.”

Dan lai hoi ha viét. N6 sap x€ép cac chir cai mot cach dién cudng, theo du
moi su két hop khac nhau.

ALT SHAKE
THE SKALA
SHEA TALK
LAST HAKE
LAKE TASH

“Hoé Tash! C6 phdi khéng?” Natalie reo 1én.
Dan git dau. “Ho Tash...” N6 vira thd vira néi. “Nam & Kyrgyzstan...”

“Dau moi ké tiep cua ching ta nam ¢ tan Kyrgyzstan sao?” Natalie ngac
nhién.

“Xuat sac,” Ian noé1, kem theo mot nu cuoi. “Cac nguoi da lam mot vigce rat
kha. Lan nay, day e rang bon ta s€ co lgi thé 1o rét.”

“Nhung... nhung ma...” Amy lap bap.

Alistair nhin thay su that vong hién o noi Amy. Con bé muén tiép tuc duy
tri lién minh nay - nhu thé s€ 1a tham hoa. “Ta s€ thu xép trd lai Seoul ngay
tirc khac,” Lao nhanh chéng rut dién thoai ra khoi tai. “O d6, ching ta
s€...”>

“0, 6ng s& khong duoc tiép don ¢ day dau,” lan noi, chan budc vé phia 161
ra voi con em theo sat dang sau.
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O ctra hang, Natalie cuoi toe toét, hai tay thoc vao tai quan. “That ra, day
cling chang mong dugc chao don gi nita trong, xem nao, chac phai dén nam
tram nam nira ay chg.”

Khi con bé gio tay phai ra, tay n6 da lam le khau sing phi tiéu gay mé.

Alistair loang choang dinh lao vé phia hai dtra chau gai va trai, nhung Amy
da day lao sang mdgt bén. “Natalie...?”” Con bé 1én tiéng.

“May nguoi a, vay hét vui r61,” Dan noi. NO cling hudng vé phia hai dua
nha Kabra, nhung Natalie da chia sing vao ngay mat no.

“Dan!”” Amy thét 16n, 161 no6 lai.

Ian liéc nhin Amy. Trong mot thoang, con bé nghi vira nhin thidy mot céi gi
d6 16e 1én. Sy nghi ngd u? Mot cai gi d6 cho thay rang tit ca moi thir dang
dién ra rot cudc ciing chi 1a mot tro dua 16n, day mia mai? Roi ci nhin 4y
cling bién mat nhanh nhu khi n6 xuét hién. N6 nhin xubng va rat dong xu
hon d4 thong théi ra khoi tai. “O, tién day, cling cam on ¢6 em vé thir nay.”

“Lam sao ga c¢6 dugc no?” Dan thdt 1én, nhin cham cham chi no.

“Ch-i chi d4...” Amy khong thé néi thanh 1oi. “H-an...”

“Cua gia truyén,” Ian noi. G4 trai da bang ra ngoai 16i vao, cho dong xu vao
miéng Chuot hoi dau. “Pung lo. Khi day chién thdng cudc tranh tai cua
dong ho Cahill, khi da c6 dugc quyén luc vé tay minh mot cach danh chinh
ngdn thuan, c6 1€ day s€ quay trd lai tham cac nguoi. Néu cac nguoi van
con don nhan. Luc nay thi, cac ban a, day d€ nghi cac ban hay coi chung hét
pin. Va ca 0x

Hang rung 1én. Cham cham, canh cura khép chit.

Thir cudi cung Alistair nhin thay trudc khi canh cira dong sam lai chinh 1a
hong khau sing phi ti€u cua Natalie dang dan dan mat hut.
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CHUONG 16

Do ngéc

Do ngu

Do dan.

Amy nhin ra phia ctra, noi lan Kabra da ding, gio khong con dnh sang nira.

Tat ca chi 1a mot trd dua 1on. Han ta d3 6m ldy Amy, lai con quay tit con bé
bang chinh ban tay minh.

Sao chuyén lai c6 thé xay ra nhu thé cha? Lam sao ma nguwoi ta c6 thé lam
diéu do?

Nhitng giot nudc mat lam thanh ting dong nhod chiay xubng hai bén ma
Amy va roi xuong dat, khé phat ra am thanh nhu tiéng dap canh cua loai
budm dém.

Sau lung Amy, Alistair va Dan dang mai ban vé cach nay cach khac dé
thoat ra, bo mac con bé & do. Lam sao dé moi nguoi khong bi chét ruc &
day.

Dd qud mudn, Amy nghi. N6 da biét cam gidc do ra sao roi.

Cham cham, giong ctia ho di vao tdm tri Amy.

“Ta phai kiém mot 16i ra khac,” Alistair dang noi. “Amy, con va Dan hdy
tim thur cho vach da yéu. Néu c6 doi song ¢ day, phai ¢6 nguon khong khi

xung quanh, mot kiéu 16 nao do

Amy gat dau do dan.
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Khi budc chan cua Alistair xa dan, Dan ng61 xudng canh con bé. “Ne, em
cling muon xi€t co thang cha do.”

“La 101 cua chi,” No trc tudi. “Ch-chi da tin han. B3 sdp ngay vao bay cua
han...”

Dan d& chi né dung 18n va roi dén ra xung quanh, kiém tra timg centimet
vudng mat trén vach da. Noi nay té1 den nhu muc, va chi sau c¢6 vai phut,
Amy bat dau thay kho tho.

Giong Alistair tir dang xa vong lai chd ca hai dang dung. “Khong c6 16i
thoat khac. Ta vira xem hét chit W nay. N6 dai hon ta tuong nhiéu. Chung ta
hoan toan bi bit kin trong nay.”

M0{t ham mé, Amy nht. Han dd chén séng chiing ta.

Con bé thdy mot ban tay dat 1én vai minh. “Ta rat tiéc, chau gai cung,”
Alistair n61 giong diu dang. “Néu ta bi€t con mén anh chang thi ta da lam

cai gi do6 ro1. Y nghi do chi vut qua dau, va I€ ra khong nén nhu the.”

Amy th¢d dai. “Lam sao ma con lai dé han ta ltra minh ch? Lam sao con
biét ai do lai cam thay gi...”

T ngit lai ket ngay phia trong cai miéng kho ding cua con bé.

“Ta bi€t c6 ndi ra cling khong ctru van dugce gi hon,” Alistair an ui, “Nhung
con phai tin ta khi ta qua bi€t cam gidc bi phan boi né ra lam sao.”

Amy ngang nhin khu6n mit 1o mo cta Alistair. “That u?”
Trong Alistair nhu thé sap sira n6i mot diéu gi d6, nhung roi ldo d6i y. “Hay
chi nghi nhu thé nay, Amy a: Cha me con yéu thuong cac con. Do 1a mot

thuc t€, ngay ca khi cac con khong & quanh ho. Con phai nghi vé ho, va ho
s€ dén cung vai cac con.
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“Ong - quen cha me tui con sao?” Amy hoi.

“OAI! Gom qua!” Dan hét 1én tir mot goc nao do6 cia chiéc hang. “Em nghi
minh vira gidm 1én mot con doi! Hai ngudi c6 thé nédi chuyén sau duoc
khoéng - néu con co sau nay? Néu chiing ta khong chét hét va tré thanh bira
da yén cho i doi?”

Alistair chay di, bo lai Amy véi hang déng nhitng ciu hoi.

“Dan, con khong va khong bao gid dugc bo cudc,” Alistair néi giong khich
1€. “Mqt van dé cling chi 1a mdt giai phap dang chd doi dugc tim ra thoi.
Chung ta sé tim dugc duong ra khoi day - va ta dg doan ching ta s€ danh

bai bon Kabra & ho Tash...”

“Ong a, ching ta khong td1 ho Tash ho ti€c gi dau,” Dan noi. “La con bia ra
do.”

Gio thi Alistair nhin né cham cham. “Nhung - trd dao chit...” Amy noi.
Dan tho dai, roi dén vao to gidy ma né di phuc hoi cac tir ngir trén d6. “Em
da thay cau tra 101 ngay tirc khac, nhung em khong tin bon chiing. Em chi

ném dai ra mot cai gi do dé kiém tra. Cau tra 101 that ra, 1a mot thir ngu si...”

N6 bat dau viét ra mot tir khac trén to gidy, nhung Amy lai dang nhin xuyén
qua no, vao anh phan chiéu cua chiéc deén trong guong.

“Khoan da!” Con bé¢ bat ra. “Chiéc guong - co ai da nghe noi dén mot chiéc
guong tam giac chua?”

“A, 12 mot nha thiét ké guong hinh tam giac sao?”” Dan hoi.
“Hay mot nha gia kim,” Amy néi. “Suy nghi di nao Dan. Gia kim tat ca

cling chi la nhiing biéu twong. Hanh tinh, nguyén t6, moi thir déu c6 hinh
dang tuc cuoi cua riéng no!”
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“Vay thi tam giéc la gi

Amy c6 gang hinh dung birc anh trén trang gidy. “Khong khi? Vang?”
“Khoan di... khoan di... em thay r6i...” Dan néi. “Nudc! Phai roi. Khoan.
Khong. Néu miii tén chi xuong, d6 la nudce... nhung miii tén chi 1€n, do 1a
Itra!”

Gio thi Dan vung cay dén tré vé phia tim guong, gio nd cao qua dau minh.
Ngay trén tim guong, ngoai tAm voi ctia nd, Amy phat hién thay nhiéu vat
thé nhom nhdp, c6 hinh soi. Da day n6 16n lao. Ching trong nhu dudi chuot

cong. “Chuang co... con song khong?”

Thinh linh, Dan nhin xuéng mat dat. N6 cai nguodi xudng, ding ngon tay
dap dap lén mot vat. “Than,” N6 noi. “No phai ro ra tur dau do trén kia.”
Alistair ngang 1én. “Trén d6 co gi?”

Cé kiém ché con budn nén, Amy budc minh nhin theo chd 130 dang nhin.
That may, nhitng chiéc du6i dang treo kia héa ra lai dai hon nhi€u so véi
thir con bé nghi. Tat ca duong nhu chi 1a nhiing soi day, dan vao mot khe

nut 16n trong da.

Va con bé bat dau dé y dén mot mui rat dic trung. “Oi troi...” Con bé 1én
tieng. “Moi ngudi dang ngui thay gi luc nay?”

“Phan doi,” Dan néi.
“Tring thoi,” Alistair tra 101.
“Va mui tring thoi do,” Amy noi tiép, “DPugc gay ra boi...”

“Bd1 ga ha?” Dan doan.
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“Sulphur[1]!”
[1] Luu huynh.

Dan mim cudi. “O, phai r6i - em da hoc hoi nim ngoai trong phong thi
nghiém! Em da cho 6ng nghiém nay vao hdp do an trua cua c6 Mandy
Ripkin. Va khi d6, v6i chi€c nadp that long 1€0? The 1a khi ¢c6 mé no ra...”

“Than da... luu huynh,” Amy ¢6 nin tir 6¢ minh ra nhimng thtr da hoc dugc
trong mon khoa hoc ¢ 16p. “Khi chung két hgp v61 nhau va véi mot thanh
phan gi nita khac dé tao thanh... tao thanh gi nhi...?”

“Mon barbecue thum thum chang?”” Dan doan.

Amy bat giac nhé ra. “Khong phai, d6 ba dau a!,” Con bé dap, ngudc nhin
khoang khong c6 nhitng soi1 day trén dau. “La thudc sung.”

“U, vay la chi nghi ¢0 thuoc sung & trén kia u?” Dan ndi.

“Thube sung that su chi ton tai tir thé ky 16,” Alistair n6i. “N6 duoc nguoi
Trung Qudc phat minh ra tir nhiéu nam trude d6 va phd bién khap phuong
Dong.”

“Dan, chi nghi may soi day kia phai c6 muc dich gi d6,” Amy néi. “Chiing
1a kip no6!”

“Tuyét vo1, con gai cua ta - con dung 1a mdt thién tai!” Alistair né1. “Vay
tim guong c6 hai chitc nang. N6 chi 1én phia trén chi huéng cho ching ta
quan sat, va ciing 1a biéu tuong cua lira. Dich thi 1a Hideyoshi - ludn 13 mot
chién binh 1am muu mo, chinh dng da tao 16i thoat riéng cho noi an nau
nay, trong tinh hudng xay ra sy pha hoai.”

“Dan, em van con giit may que diém trong khach san Cam On Quy Khéach
cht?” Amy hoi.
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“Pd ngde, chung ta khong thé cho nd ca khu nay lén duoc!” Dan noi.
“Chung ta c6 thé mat mang do.”

“Thudc sung khong phai 1a thudc nd,” Alistair giai thich. “Dé ta nhac hai
con, xung quanh day co6 rat nhiéu da phién.”

“Ong giai thich y ctia 6ng di,” Dan bao.

“Da phién granite cuc ky day,” Alistair ti€p tuc. “Cho nd xuyén qua da &
thot nay cling con doi hoi mot stc cong phé 16n hon nhi€u strc cong pha cua
thudc siung. Bat clr ¢l nd nao cling chi c6 thé md tung ra mdt khu vuc nho
nhu ta mong muon. Thuc t€ 1a, rat c6 thé ci n6 khong di manh. Ta cé thé
an toan hon véi da phién.”

Alistair luc nao cling t6 ra viing tam, nhung Amy van cam nhan dugc su
run ray trong giong cua 1ao. Con bé liéc sang em minh. Béng ngon dén trén
khudén mat n6 khién cau nhéc trong giong nhu mot 6ng gia. Nhung tham chi
trong anh sang mo mo lam cho khuon mat bi méo mo di, con bé cling doc
dugc ¥y nghi cua no.

Chi co tin ong ta khong? Khudén mat nhu mudn noi.

Chi ciing khéng chdc lam, Amy nghi tham.

Em ciing vdy. Nhur vdy tat ca chiing ta bi dé dwdi hang tan dd granite ngay
tirc khdac do. N6 dang nghi ngoi.

Hay la...?
Dan nhin di noi1 khac.

Hay la chét dan chét mon, dau dén vi déi khat, 1a nhirng cai ma né khong
mudn Amy ching kién. Nhung con bé cam nhan dugc.

Va su lya chon, véi con bé, 1a qua rd.
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“Em nghi d6 14 co may duy nhét dé ching ta ra khoi day va lam diéu xau xa
vo1 lan Kabra,” Dan néi.

Amy mim cuoi, nudt vao trong vét dam cua sy s¢ hdi vira xuyén qua no.
“Hay lam d1,” Con bé noi1 véi Dan.

Dan quay sang Alistair. “Ong cao hon,” N6 dua que diém cho Alistair.

Lao quet mot que roi gio 1én. Ngon Itra liém vao dau mat soi day, 16e sang
trong chodc lat roi tat ngam.

“Kip n6 qua cii ro1,” Alistair ném que diém da tan xuong dat.

Lao mé hop di€m va nhan ra bén trong con c6 ba que. “Nhiing que con lai
dau hét r61?”

“Da...” Dan dap vé ngap ngung boi roi.

Amy cau mit, nhé lai tat ca chd diém ma thang bé da phung ph khi ¢ quang
truong bén ngoai khach san tai Tokyo.

Alistair hit mot hoi that sau. “Puoc roi. Hiy cau nguyén di.”
Lo cham tiép que thir hai. N6 ciing chi di hét mot vong ddy ngan ngui.
Phittetttet!

“Ai cha!” Dan reo 1én mung 1, khi Alistair cham ti€ép mot soi, r61 mdt sgi
nira. Nhitng ngon Itra ban thang vao trong da.

“Di ndo!” Alistair hét 16n, ndm chit tay Dan va Amy.
Ho chay tré vao trong vom hang, thu ngudi lai ¢ goc cudi cung cta chir W.

Bum!
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Bim! BBBBUMMMMMMM!

KRACKKKKKKKK!

Mot con mua da bay xudng hang dong, va vao nhitng mén d6 bang vang,
dap vO nat nhitng chiéc ruong dung bau vat. Chiéc guong lung lay, cuoi

cung do ap xuodng va v tan trén nén dat.

Phia trén ho, anh sang len 101 ro1 qua mdt cai 10 nhd gan dinh cua bire tudong
da.

“Chiing ta thanh céng réi!” Dan reo vang.
Ca ba chay dén noi, tréo qua dong dat da va guong v4.
KRACKKKKKKKK!

P4 tir phia trén tiép tuc roi xuéng. Amy va Alistair 14y tay che dau, cudng
cuong chay dat ra.

“Tang d4 dang nut ra!” Dan kéu to, kéo theo mot hop gb ngay dudi cai 16.
“Nhanh lén nao!”

Alistair tréo 1én chiéc hop, nhoai ngudi tim ldy Amy va nang con bé qua
dau minh. Lao manh dén kinh ng

Amy vuon hai tay 1én phia trén, nhung dau ngon tay lai khong véi téi.
“MBot... hai... ba... a-18-hap!” Alistair day con bé 1én cao.

Pay r6i. “Pugc roi!” Amy la 1én.

Nhitng ngon tay Amy bam vao mot mang da vura bi vd. Khi con bé vuon

nguoi 1én cao, Alistair ding long ban tay d& dé giay cia Amy va day lén
trén.
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“Hay!” Con bé hon hén hit vao 10ng nguc bau khong khi trong lanh c6 6xy.
Ngoén tay Amy tim 1ay mot ré cady bam chat vao da. Con bé chen khuyu tay
vao mot hoc da va kéo ca nguoi 1én.

Thay mat troi r61. Co bé da cam thay duoc huong thom cua co cay, cua dat
troi roi.

Khi da gitt minh an toan trén mat dat, con bé tho tay xudng dudi. “Nam lay
nao!”

“Hay... H6!” Alistair thd hon hén & phia dudi.

Amy siét chit ngdn tay minh quanh co tay Dan va kéo 1én. Dan ning that,
con bé chi 161 dugc dau nd 1én - nhung thé cling du. Dan budng tay ra va
day nguoi qua cai 16.

That nhanh chéng, Amy lai nhoai ngudi ra va goi véi xudng qua chiée 10,
“Cha Alistair! Chu c6 thé chat thém hop 1én duoc khong? Chu can phai ké
cai gi d6 dé co thé ding cao hon nira!”

“Ta dang cb day!” Lio dap lai.

RAMMMMMMMMMMMM!

Toan bd khéi da rung chuyén. Mot mang da ngay bén tay trai cia Amy do
sup xudng phia dudi. Con dia chan dudng nhu dang lan di, theo sau 1a mot
duong nut trén da.

“Chii Alistair!” Dan thét 16n qua miéng 16. “Chii khong sao chir?”

Dan ké tai vao 15. Amy con nghe thay Alistair ¢ néi cai gi d6, nhung tiéng
rung quanhan chim moi am thanh khéc.

Tho nguoi qua chiéce 16, Dan la 1én. “Cit bdam ldy nay! Nhay lén di nao!”
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Gio thi ca Dan va Amy déu dang thét goi tén 1d0. Nhung cai 15, chi rong c6
hon nira thuge, d3 bat dau nit toac. Toan bod khdi da dudi chan ca hai v ra.
Chiing bi hat vang vé phia trudc, xudéng bén ria cta tang da va cudi cing
16n nhao xubng nén dat.

Khi toan bd chd chit W nd tung vao ben trong, tu trai sang phai nhu mdt lan
song, Amy va Dan nhay ra xa, quy gobi xuéng va dung tay che chin dau

minh.

Mot ddm may bui da khéng 16 boc 1én cao, den kit ca bau troi. Amy va Dan
nhin tran tran, than tho vao dong da 16m chom con sot lai.

Cudi cing, Amy thay tir ngir thoat ra khoi miéng né nhu thé bang chinh ¥
chi ciia chung. “Ong ay da noi gi véi em?”

“Ong n6i 13,” Dan thi tham, “N6 khong phai 1a da phién.”
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CHUONG 17

KHI AMY CHAY RA PANG SAU CAI CAY, Dan biét chi n6 dang 6i. Va
diéu do cling khong lam cho né thay tom tiéc gi vi nd cling dang hanh dong
tuong tu.

Alistair da chét - chi cach chung mét chat xiu. Ngay phia duéi kia. Lao da
cho ching niém tin, tién bac, 101 khuyén, su dong vién, an ti. Va cuoi cung
la mang song cua lao.

Duong nhu chuyén nay 1a khong thyc. Pang 18 gio ddy 13o dang & dang sau
mot bui cdy, phui bui ban, cham cham tién dén bén chung, chiéc quan leo

nui van con duong ly thang thém. Chd, qud la mét cude phiéu hru.

Nhung tit ca nhitng gi Dan nhin thay chi 1 cat bui. Cat bui, khach du lich,
hang dong d4 v dén xi nhan cua xe canh sat.

Va cai cdm giac ¢ ngay tan day da day ma nd tirng trai qua trudc day. Rang
ca cudc doi minh chi toan 1a mat mat. Rang n6 da thé sé chang bao gio gan
gili voi nhitng nguoi 16n nita, chi vi @& mat ho qua that qua dau long.

.. Bay gi0 lai xdy ra lan nira.
N6 mi mo nhan thay chi né cling dang quang tay quanh no. Mot vién canh
sat dang no61 chuyén bang tiéng Anh giong hoi nang, nhung Dan khong thé
nao hiéu dugc y nghia nhitng gi 6ng dang noi.

“Tén Ong ta la...” Amy noi. “Tung la... Alistair Oh.”

“Tu61?” Vién canh sat hoi ti€p.

Chtr “sdu muoi tu” budt ra tr miéng Dan. N6 khong biét 1am thé nao minh
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biét di€u do, nhung nd nhan ra Alistair s€ chang bao gio qua duoc tudi sau
muoi ldm nira. Rang mot ngay nao do, no6 - Dan, s& 16n tudi hon la Alistair.

“Quan ao cua o6ng ta?” Vién canh sat gang hoi, nghe nhu mdt cau hoi ngu
cuc do trong moi tinh huong.

“Ao jacket lya... 40 so mi rat dep,” Dan ndi. “Um, lic nao 6ng cling mang
doi gang tay trang nira. Va mot cai mil tron...”

“Qua d...” Amy no6i. M61 n6 run run. “D...”
“Qua dua,” Dan n6i nho.

Vién canh sat ghi chép lai, nhung Dan biét gé ta cling chang xem day la mot
tinh hudng ctru hd. Chang ai c6 thé sbng ndi trong vu sap da do.

Va khi g di khoi, Jam nham vai tir cam thong, Amy nhin vao déng d6 nat.
“Dan...?”” Con bé noéi. “Nhin kia...”

Bén phai, mot doan tily tung vira xuat hién. Ho trong khong giong nhiing
nguoi leo nai hay khach tan khac. Hau hét déu mac vest xanh hai quan voi
kinh ram den va giay den, tai dan chat bd tai nghe ndi vao mot mé day nho
linh kinh.

Ngay chinh giita 12 mot ngudi dan ong 1n tudi, gy go véi chiée 4o choang
khoac qua hai vai, ca vat lua that bén dudi chiéc 40 so mi trong c6 vé dat
tién, mi phdt sam doi hoi 1éch sang mdt bén dau. Ong ta di chuyén tung

budc that hoat bat, tay chéng mot ciy gdy nam ngoc.

“Chinh 1a g d6...” Dan néi. “Gd ma chung ta di thidy & Tokyo, bén ngoai
tau dién ngam.”

“Ga ta dang 1am gi ¢ ddy chtr?” Amy thac mac.
Mit Dan mo to khi chimg kién hinh béng nguoi phia sau ngudi dan ong 1on

tuo1 - mot nguoi ma Dan va Amy tham chi con quen thudc hon. Ga da xuat
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hién & dam chay nuot tron trang vién ctia ba Grace. O Paris va Salzburg. Ga
chua hé néi lay mdt 161, nhung theo mdt cach nao dé ga van ludn hién dién.

Amy khong can Dan phai chi. Con bé ciing da nhin ra gi ta. “Nguoi 40
den...” Amy lam nham, co nguoi lai.

Cui rap nguoi xudng dat, con bé cung Dan nhanh chong 1an vao sau mot bui
ram.

“Em nghe thay ldo gia kia néi gi v6i ga khong?” Amy hoi.

Dan dung 1én. N6 d61 mil trum dau 1én va mon men lai gén, bao dam minh
tra tron an toan giita dam dong nhitng ké hiéu ky mdi lic mot dong hon.
Bon ho ciing dang tan ra bot, nhung khi né dén gan nguoi dan 6ng 16n tuoi,
Dan c6 thé thdy 6ng ta git chao vién canh sat vira n6i chuyén véi ca hai.

Nhung ngudi 40 den xem ra lai chang htng tha gi dén viéce tro chuyén. Ong
ta budc cham cham veé phia tang da vura b1 sup, xoay lung vé phia Dan.

Gid thi nguoi dan 6ng 16m tudi dang tro chuyén véi vién canh sat. Dan co
thé nghe bap bdm duoc nhitng gi ho dang néi véi nhau, nhung lai toan bang
tiéng Han. Ho khong néi gi nhiéu, ngudi dan ong t6 ra tirc toi va mat binh
tinh. Cudi cung, sau vai lan cui chao, vién canh sat roi di.

Bang mot cir chi rd rang danh cho dam tuy ting, ra hiéu cho bon ho phai
gilt nguyén vi tri, nguodi dan ong bat dau budc mot minh vé phia ké 4o den

bi an.

Hai nguoi ho dung lang im, nhin déng d4 d6 nat. Dan xoay lai nhin Amy,
con bé van con vé s¢ hai trén khuén mat, dang ra hiéu cho Dan quay tr¢ lai.

Nhung canh dan éng da quay tré nguoc lai, va no tién dén gan hon.

Khi nguoi dan 6ng 16n tudi 1én tiéng, tir nglt cua 6ng ta nghe rat rd. Va
bang tiéng Anh. “Chau trai ctia to1 & day,” Ong ta noi.
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Ngudi 40 den quay dau, hoi hé miéng biéu 16 mot dau hiéu cua sy phan tng
- do 1a gi nhi? Cam thong? Chién thang? That khé long nhan biét dugc.

Duong nhu ca hai dang cdi nhau vé diéu gi d6, nhung Dan lai khong nghe
ra chir nao.

R6i nguoi dan 6ng 16n tudi ngoanh di, budc nhanh trd lai voi doan tiy ting.
Ong khong gat dau voi mot al cu the, nhu‘ng toan bo nhat loat di theo. Ca
doan budc di, huéng trd ra cong cong vién quoc gia.

Dan tré lai chd Amy, no c6 thé thay ngudi 4o den dén gan ddng do nat. Khi
budc qua dam da v& vun, 6ng ta ding lai va khom ngudi nhin xudng.
Duong nhu 6ng ta da tim théy mot cai gi do - ¢6 1€ 1a mot di vat ma
Hideyoshi dé lai, Dan cho 1a vay. Chéng bao lau nira, khi da duoc don
quang, moi ngudi s& biét dén kho bau. S& xay ra cudp boc, ¢ thé 1lam chi,
1an tranh chap xem cta cai s& thudc vé ai. Tat ca nhirng thi thong thuong ta
van bat gip trong cac ban tin mdi khi c6 dinh dang dén s6 tién 16n.

Nhung gio thi ca noi nay trong giéng nhu mot dong da khong 16. Va thit ma
nguoi ao den dang kéo 1én tu dong d6 nat do lai chang hé thudc vé
Hideyoshi.

Khi Dan nhin thay vat d6, mot tiéng khoc bat ra ngay khoi co hong no.

D6 1a chiéc mil qua dua, rach rudi va bién d

skekok

“Troi dat quy than oi, hai dira, chi ¢t ngd hai dtra da chét roi!” Nellie la 1én.
“Chi da nghe hét moi chuyén. Hai dra nhin that khung khiép!”

Nellie chay dén bén Amy va Dan, tay 6m theo con Saladin, khi ca hai dang

di vao bai dau xe cong vién quoc gia Pukhansan. C6 va 6ng Chung dang
dugc canh sat phong van.
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Trai tim Amy day 1én niém thuong cam d6i véi 6ng Chung. Trong 6ng
khong 6n chut nao.

Nellie danh cho Dan va Amy mét cai 6m that ndng thiam, 6m chat lay con
Saladin vira maéi khit ti€p mot tieng phan nan.

Amy than thd ludt ngén tay minh trén bd 16ng bac cta con Saladin. “Tui
em da thoat. Chuyén dai 1am, con Alistair thi...”

Giong con bé lac di. Pang sau n6, Dan cling lau nudc mat.

“U, chi d nghe r6i,” Nellie dap. C6 dit ban tay diy cam thong 1én vai Dan.
“Coi nao, hai dtra, hay quay veé théi.”

Trén chuyen xe vé lai nha Alistair, Amy ké cho Nellie nghe chuyen da xay
ra, ca chi tiét chiéc mii qua dua. Nellie gat dau, ling nghe va r0i tt ca tro
nén im ling trong subt quing dudng con lai. Dan ¢6 nin ra diéu gi d6 dé
néi, nhung tat ca chung déu cé vé ngdc nghéch. Ong la mdt nguoi vi dai.
Ong thdt sw quan tam dén dong ho Cahill. Chiing ta déu sé thiong nhé éng.

N6 thay minh ciing chang biét ti gi vé chu Alistair. Ngudi dan ong biét vé
ching nhiéu hon mdt ngan lan so v&i nhitng gi chung biét vé 6ng. Ong da
phan boi chiing, nhung rot cudc chinh 6ng la nguoi da ciru mang ching.

O nha Alistair, chim van riu rit trong nhitng cdy thu du, nhiing ddm may
trang rai rac & dudng chan troi, nhu chang c6 chuyén gi xay ra. Harold,
quan gia cua Alistair, gdp ca bon & ngay ctura, khuén mat budn ba chay x¢&
xubng. “Con rat tiéc,” Amy noi.

Dan, Amy va Nellie cdi1 giay va ra roi 1€ bude vao nha bép, ¢ d6 Harold da
chuan bi san mon sandw. Liuc Nellie dang dn, Dan day phan dn cua minh
sang bén. N6 cho tay vao tui lay ra mdt manh gidy nhan nheo va mot dong

tien 1on bang vang. “Dong xu nay la thir cudi cung ong trao cho em...”

“Trén to gidy la gi?” Amy hoi.
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Dan vudt phang to gidy trén d6 né da giai ma goi y mai nhat.

ALT SHAKE
THE SKALA

SHEA TALK
LAST HAKE
LAKE TASH

ALKAHEST

“Phai 1a n6 khong?” Amy hoi. “Alkahest chinh 1a ddu méi chir khong phai
hd Tash?”

Dan gat dau. “Phai. Tir dé chi hon d4 thong thai.”

“M0ot tir cua thuat gia kim,” Amy noéi. “Lam sao né lai 1a dau méi duoc néu
no6 khong that su ton tai?”

Dan nhén vai, bing dong tién 1én khong trung. “Lam sao em biét dugc?
Hideyoshi 1a mdt tay cudng gia kim ma.”

Dong xu ro1 xudng long ban tay no, dé 10 ra hinh mdt nit than Ai Cép va
chir viét bi an.

Mt Amy mo to. “Khoan! Troi o1! Cho chi cay viét, mau!”

Con bé giat cay viét khoéi tay Dan va viét ra mot tir, bén duoi ¢ot cua Dan.

Al SAKHET

https://tieulun.hopto.org



“P6 1a gi?” Nellie thac mac.

Amy gan nhu chom hét ngudi qua chd Dan. “Tui em c6 hoc mot bai vé Ai
Cap nam ngoai! Al c6 nghia la ‘cua’. ‘Sakhet’ 1a tén mot nir than Ai Cap.”

Nellie ngoc dau. “Nghiém tac chi?”

“Thong diép qua guong...” Dan thi thAm. N6 phai thira nhan so véi mot dira
ngod thi Amy c6 thé kha 1a sang da. “Hideyoshi chi chiing ta dén dau moi ké
tiep...”

“Nellie aat kéu, “Minh c6 du tién dé di Ai Cap khong?”

“Né¢, bon Kabra c6 thé da lira hai dira, chtr ching n6 khong bao gio quay lai
doi tieén ma chung dua cho chi dau,” Nellie noi. “Ttc 1a, ct viéc thang yén
lac da va chay théi!”

Can phong lai chim vao sy im 1ang ki quac.

Dan nhin vai. “Kho ma nghi... nghi vé chuyén nay. Sau nhiing gi da xay ra
va tat ca nhiing...”

“Ta khong co thoi gian dé nghi vé né dau,” Nellie néi. “Nhin di, néu hai
dtra khong thay doi thi it nhat ciing di tim di. Nghe mui héi nhu trimg thai
vay. Ca hai ludn. Dan, em dung phong tdm cta Alistair con Amy dung céi
trong phong khach.”

Dan phai thira nhan d6 12 mot y kién hay. N6 nhat khan an 1én va di vao
phong ngu cua Alistair.

Ai Cap c6 thé chd. Cho trong mot lic.
Bén trong phong c6 mul that dé chiu, mot mui rat ong- gia- Ahstalr syc nuc

nudc hoa v6i huong quan 4o méi ui xong. Moi thir déu ngan nap - cac tam
anh xép hang trén ban guong trang diém, chong sach bia cing nam trén
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chiéc ban ké sat givong, dugc dat nghiéng sao cho dé lay - chi véi cai véi
tay, nhu mot dé1 gang tay ném vao phia xa cua chiéc giuong...

Mot cip gang mau trang do ban.

Dan di vong khoi nha tam va nhit cip gang 1én. Chang dinh day bui va co
va cai gi d6 khac nira...

Than.

“Amy 0i...?” Dan goi, “AMY, LAI PAY DI NAO!”

Tiéng reo hanh phuic vot ra nhung dimg lai ngay hong né, nhu niém vui cua
no bi danh bat sang mot bén bd1 mdt nhan thirc 1am cho cau nhoéc lai thay u
am.

Bang cach nio d6, Alistair van con séng.

Va ld0 lai lira ching thém lan>
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PHAN KET

ONG GIA PONG CUA VAN PHONG MINH va gieo ngudi xudng chiée
ghé da. Lio xoay vé phia cira s0, ban chan dat trén mét go tudng. Hom nay
chung dau hon ngay thuong. O d6 tudi nay, a0 khong thich di bo dai.

Tir bén dudi, Am thanh 4m i cua xe ¢d vong 1én trén cao, tiéng quat thao day
buc bd cua ngudi 1ai xe gan mdy, tiéng rao hang ham hé ciia nguoi ban
hang rong doc 1& dudng. Mot thir goi nhé thudng truc dén y nghia bi dat
thuc su cua cudc séng - tbc d6, niém khat khao, sy chiém hiru. Lo mét moi
v6i tat ca. Nhung ciing chang con bao 1au. Con duong phu hop rot cude
cling da thénh thang.

L3o bat dan may nghe nhac. Cdi chét va Hodn chuyén cia Richard Strauss.
Hop tinh canh dén la, sau nhiing gi vira x4y ra ngay hom nay.

Mot ngay cang thang. Cai gi can thiét khong phai ltc nao cling dé chiu.
A, phai. Trudc tién 1a cai chét. Sau 1 sy hoan chuyén.

Ldo 4n vao mot nut trén hé théng lién lac no1 bo. “Eun-hee, 1ién hé voi
Mclntyre cho ta. C6 tin cho 13o ta.”

Lao muon cho vai gidy nhung khong ai tra 161. La nhi. Eun-hee da c6 mat ¢
do chi vai phut trude day khi ho tré vé. Chua bao gio con bé ro1 ban lam
vi€c ¢ gian ngoai ca.

“Eun-hee...?” Lao thtr lai 1an nira.

Hé thong nodi bo da co tin hiéu tré lai. Nhung phan tra 10i lai khong phai 1a
cai 1ao dang muon nghe.

“Chao chu,” Mot giong noi tram, ém ai nhu nhung, di con dao cua su s¢ hai
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vao song lung 130. “Con tin l1a chuyén di vira ndy dén cong vién that thoai
mai voi chu?

Ngoén tay xuong xau cia Bae Oh bat dau run 1én. “Ai... la ai day?”

“Sao chur, 1a ké thira ké cta cha ddy chtr ai,” giong noéi dap lai. “Sao, con c6
lam hong ngay vui cta chu khong day? Va that 1a mot ngay dang yéu lam
sao, khi théy con da chét va thé 1a chu d3 thoat khoi mén ng phai thyc hién
cong chuyén ay mot minh.”

“Nhung...” Bae Oh lap bap. “Lam sao ma may song sot...?”

“Rat nhiéu ngudi cling dang tu hoi diéu nay. Nhung con bao dam khi
chuyén da xong xudi véi chu roi, thi bon ho cling chang con hoi cung cau
hoi nay dau.”

Bae Oh d3 vao tudi ctru thap, nhung phan xa cta 40 van con tinh tudng dén
khong ngo. Lao lao khoi chiéc ghé dang ngdi va md canh cura ra can phong
ngoai.

Can phong trong tron.

Tiéng budc chan tir xa trén tam tham ngoai vang 1én, roi tat ngom. N6 da di.
Pau gdi ciia Bae Oh quy xudng. Lao c6 nhdc minh 1én mép ban, cam thay

nhip tim dang khua that manh, sau lung tiéng nhac d3 bat dau 1én t6i doan
cao trao.

HET
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