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Hoi twéng-si ! tedng-si ngay nay di trai qua st khb-nhuc"_
gian-nan, gip vin nudce suy-bi, ké tde-than chi@m-doat

giang-san, tudag-si la nguedi nhd Dudog thi khéng 1@
b6 tay chiu qui hang dira phan-tiic hay sao ? Hoi tudng-si |

fwdng-si ¢6 phdi 1a bue trung-thdn, cé long trung-quan ai-

quic thi nén lam th€ nao cho nha Dwdng khoi mat ngoi

gioi ! Ngay con Dire Tién-d%, chiing ta dwrroe huéng gidu

sang phi qui, #in lwrong vua, hedng loc nwoe, ha khong
nghi bao dap v& san ? Tir nay tré di, xin het thay lir trén

chi duwdi, sng thac mot long. dung €o nhir ai thay song \ |

cd mangi tay chéo, d& mang ti€nyg la con ngudi phaa trac...

Miy nhoi hidu-du d6 la nhoicia Tiét-itng-Long ; Ung-
Long n6i dirt nhoi, ‘trén dudi déu im phing-phac, to y
cam-ddng va fudn phuc. .

Lam 1& xong dbi nién-hién la Thuan-thién, (tre la ;,
Daong-Hy-Ton), Ngoai nii kéo mot ngon co dai, trén de
chit « Duwdng », Dirdi cd treo mot cai bang dé chiéu-mo

hién-tai va quan-si.

No6i v& sau khi Té di-Long bi naa & Bong-quan, co gia-
nhan chay v& qué bao tin cho To-di-HO. Di-HO nghe tin
nhuw xét danh ngang diu, cang thwong cha bao nhiéu cang
ciim tirc dira phdn-thiin b3y nhiéu, khi udt- nghea lén, xuyt
nita ngi ldn ra, xorg phdi cd nén da, vi sg con cé ba va
me ; chi ung-dung vao no6i véi ba va me rang :

Thiwa me, ching may cha co1 bhi thit-lac & chi€n-truedng,
sOng thac khdag biét thé nao, vy xin phép ba va me cho
con di tim ki€m...

Ba va me déu khuyén con ring :

Cha con tuy th#t-lac ; xong eir tai sirc cua cha con*
quyét chua di d&€n ndi ndo. Chiic chiing bao ldu s€ co
ngay ching-phung hoi-ngd, Con nhu con, tuy cling ¢d da!

|
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chut tai nghé, nhwng tudi hiy con non, lich-duyét chua
miy, duwdng doi khe-khat, lui 61 lam sao ? Va chi, canh
nha viing-vé, ba ¢6 mot chau, mme ¢4 mat con, n€a con lai
»a cach nira, thoi |y ai dé nwong-twra sém chidu ?...

Di-Ho thdy ba va me noi nhir vav, biét ring da noi sao
ciing khong dwoc. Lién viét mot bire thu dé lai, dén dém
nai-nit chinh-té, gidt doi dong-chuy vao ngang lung, deo
cung vio vai, bo tén vao 1ui, lai bocthém m¢t it chau bau
dé phong lam 1§-phi. Chd d&n canh nim, ra chuéng ngua,
tron 14y mot con ngua that (ot, thing yén vao, nhay lénra
roi cho di that nhanh, thiing vé& phia tay...

Gioi gin sang, ba me Di-H0,hdy con duong nim thiém-
thi€p trén giwdng, bong thiy co1 thi-ty vao bao riing :

Khong bidt cong-ttr di ddu ma cira phong bo ngd, ngoai
chudng lai th€u méit mot con ngrra. ..

Me Di-HO nghe vay, d6 ddt cd nguwdi, voi vang cung
thai-phu-nban chay sang phong sach ciia Di-H0, thoi thiy
O trén ban sach c6 dé mot phong thw, lién voi cim ldy
xem thoi thdly phong thu vi&t ring :

« Thwra ba va me, con xia chiu 16i dao thin hon voi ka
« VA me ; con xin cam toi trai l&i day bdo chia ba va me.
« Song khon vi cha con hién nay chuwa biét séng thac o noi
« nao ? |
« Néu con cir yén tAm ma & nha, thai du tai mé: dé that
« 1a khong khac gi loai thio moe; bdi vi th€ ma con phai
¢ litu minh ra di, Con ra di chuyén nay, tim thdy duoc
« cha con thoi nhét ; van-nhdt ma cha con ¢6 khéng’ eon
« & irén duong-th& thoi con quy€t phéi lim cho bing duoc
« ké thn ma phanh thay sé sac méi cam tam. Thuwa ba va
« me, Xin ba4 va me¢ hdy cir liéu gaic bo nhu khéng co
« thing con bit-hi€u nay rcita, ding thuong nho con
« mong moi con, khéng nhirn g bac-ton-liph-ibéin ma lal

|
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« throng-tam v6 ich.

@« Con lai xin dédn ba va me mdt cAu nay : dira gfaﬁ.l "

« thin n6 di 1ap muwn hAm-hai cha con, thoi tit sau nay
« nd ciing truy-tdm d€n nguyén-quan. Vay sau khi con di
« khoi, xin ba va me dem h&t gia-tai ciing vao chua Phiic-
a T, réi O luén do xult-gia qui Phat, dé tam lank con
«nguy-bi€n nay. May nhoi ur-biét, but vi€t 1¢ roi, cui
« Xxin ba va me luwgng thir cho », |

« Dira chau va con bdt-hi€u 1a Té-di-Ho lay ». -

Hai me con xem thr xong, biét riing To-di-Ho da dE
khoi roi, khong thé nao ma theo giir lai dwge nira, thoi chi
ciing nhau sui-sut khéc thidm. Sau nghi dén cai ké‘l
ciia Di-HY diin, déa 14y lam phai, tirc thoi me con dén ca\
chtiia Phie-tr xin xufit-gia dan phat.

No6i v& Tn-di-Ho di duge mot quing dwong woc ngét
trim ddm, ngoanh lai ding sau khong c6 gi nita méi
dirng ngira, roi cir thiing thing ma di. Tir d6 cir ngay di
dam nghi, di d€n daa do la d&n ddy, song chfing thiy tin
tiee gi cA. Mot hom, di qua mot canh rirng, c6 mot bon
an cuop woc d) 6, 7 dira, dra nao clirg vam-vo khoe
marh, khoi-ngd, tudin-ti, ke gwom nguoi dao chire séng
ra dé bat To-di-ho. To-di-hd th¥y vy cwdi sfing-siic chi
vao bon ching ma ndi ring :

Coi bd cac ngudi cling la kha ca, hién nay gidp con nude
dwrong loan lac, sao ma céc nguoi khéong tim dwdng ra
d& dup nuwdce phu vea, lai 4o nup & chdn rirng sau  nul
ram nay d& lam cai tro dé héa ddn-mat dy ? [a nay tuoj
tuy con bé 1hat, nam nay méi 14 tuoi, song cai sirc cua la
c6 thé dich dwroe véi muén nguwdi.Vav cac nguoi hdy cu
dirng ddy ta thir sitc cho ma coi, sau khi cic ngwoi xem
Xong, néu chc nguwoi cd thé dich duge voi ta thon ta se
nop bét cac do hanh-ly chaa ta day.

To di-hd noi xong, trong xung quanh thidy mot téng
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d 4 1&m, woe niing toi 500 can, lign 18y tay lay bat lang da

lén rdi mot tay phdi ndng cao tang d4, di di lai lai phw

nguwdi bung cai bo gidly vay ! Di bai, ba vong, réi ung dung

~ d& xudng dit, tuy ét-nhién kbhong thé¥ ma khéng do6i siic

mit. Ndm nguoi kia thiy vay déu ldc diu chiun la khoe,
T6-di-hd lai mot cai thi€t triy & leng ném xudng didt ma
bdo bon kia ring :

M#y anh thit vac cai triy (0a fa xem c6 noi khéng ?

M#y ngudi nghe noi déu xiim nhzu dé khiéng, nhung
diing ¢ h&t sirc ma vin khong chuyén dugc cai triy |
Té-di-ho noi rving :

Cai trity nay cia ta, tuy tréong n6 nho thé, ma toan bing
sit diic, ndng to1 200 cdn, cac nguoi khdong mang dwoc la
phai. |

No6i roi lién xubng nguwa nhit 1dy tray, thoi cho dat
dd ném cai truy ay l0m xudng dén hai, ba téc !

Bon chiung thay the€ déu khi€p dém, run 1én ma rang:

Ngai thatla thdn-vlan !tbat la thip-nban! vay dai
danh ngai la gi, Xin ngai cho chiing t6i dwoe biét dé ching
toi ghi nhé vé sau ? . .

Té6-di-hd cuwdi ma ring :

Cac nguoi mudn biét ta, ta a ? Ta diy 1a con Binh-bfic-
dai-nguyén-soai 106-di-Long, chau dich-ton Vo - Hoai-hidu
T6-di-Phuong, tén la T6-di-ho, Ta tréng cac nguoi  hinh
dang ciing khong phai hén-nbat, vy ta khuyén cac nguoi
nén thoi ho cai nghé dé-mat nay di, v& nha kiém nghé
lwong-thién ina lam in, sau nay cé co-hoi sé cuag nhau
ra ma giup nuwde, dé ti€ng vé sau...

T6-di-k0 noi d€n ddy, moc thi 1dy ra 50 lang bac dua
cho chung, lai béo théem ring :

Day la cho anh em mdl cai vOn nho, nén nghe loi 1a
ma kip 1€ ngay di,

i
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Bon 5 nguoi nghe Di-H6 néi dirt nhei, déu thup lav
xudng diar ma noi riing :

Chiing t& khbng bi€t la cong-tlr, mao-pham ho-oai t6i
thwe dang ché, nhd on céng-tir sa cho dd 14 thin-phiic
1im roi, 1& dan lai con dam ldy ti€a cha edng-tix,

Nim nguwdi tuy tir chdi nhwng Té-di-hd cit cho, nén
cling phai nhén, réi cing nhau lay ta tr& v,

Nguyén lai trong bon 5 nguoi 8y c6 ba nguoi la
anh em rudt, tén [a Phung-loan, Phiing-min, Phung-
mi, con hai ngudi nita cling 14 anh em rudt, tén l&

Ton-la va Ton-cwong. Hai bon anh em Ay tuy la kh&m'
lang ma zhi cich nhau c6é moét con sdng, vin di lal]

choi b&i voi nhau. CA 5 ngudi dén co sire lye va

biét vd nghé. V8n 1a con nha |woing-thién, ching may
gip khi trong nwéce loan-lac, mdy ndm mit mua ludn,
ging thé nén phdi lam liga, vao ch8n rirng séu nui
hiém lam nghé chen duong cudp giat ki€m én; « no
nén but, doi nén ma la thé ». Tir san khi O nguwdi géip
To-di-hd, nghe méy 16i khuyén didn giang-dai, thoi déu
tinh - ngd, ma khong lam bay lam séing phw truw6c .nira.
Mot hdm 16-di-hd di d&€n mot hang com kia thi tros
da 15i, lai gip ti€& mua dong, tuy@ xudng diy duwong
khong thé di duge, néa chi D:ahﬁ vac hang 4y tro dé
nghi chan. Dén sdng hom sau ngu day thoi lai thay
troi vira mua via tuy€l, réi cu luén nhu th€ dong-
di 5 ngay, mua khong dit hét, lu;.rﬁt dong chiing tan-
khién cho Di-h® pbdi guanh quin mdi & nha hang
khong di dugc. Mot hom To-di-hd duong ndim & trong
budng iro, ngbe ngoai cira hang coé ti€ng sOn-sao am-
v, lién nhom day ra ngéo xem ; thdy truédc clra hang
c6 dén 2, 30 nguoi trong ra dang gia-nhan dién-tot,
ké cam dao, dira vac gy, dwong chi vio mil mot ngirol
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dan ba ding trong hang ma si ming doa-nat, ro'
lai chue sdn vao dé danh nguoi dan-ba. T6-di-ho thiy
vay lién buéc ra hoi nguwdi dan-ba vi co gi, nguoi
dan ba thon-thirc noi ring:
‘Ngayén t6i va chdng toi & HO-quang. cung nhau di
lazn & vung Son-déng dd hai ba nim nay., Bay gio
moi dwa nhau vE qué, di d€n diy thoi chong toi chiing
may bi y&u. Trwée tro & mot hang gde day, sau gip
moét ngudi tw nhia la nguoi cung lang, béo vg chong
toi dén nha anh ta dé &. Toi nghi y la ngudi tr-18,
thuong ké cung lang gap pbai con hoan-nan, nén ca
hai vo chong toi cung dén &. Khong ngd & chua dugc
hao lau, tadi anh ta doi ra tdm [dag chim da ca,
dinh hiim-hai chong t6i va lira hiép téi. Vi th€ znén vo
chong i0i dwra nhau dén tro hang nay. Anh ta thiy cai
k€ hoach clia minh khong thanh, lién soay ra tirh tién
com tro, va do6 cho vg chong tdi vav muwon nira, tinh
tél cA dén trén 50 lang, Anh ta hach-sach riét. qua,
dén ndi bao chdng t6i riing : « n&u khong gia duoe no
thoi ~hai gaa vo cho hén...» To6i di khit bd bot mép
tinh-nguyén xin nhdn c¢6 mon ng dy nhung khat xin
khi nao chong t6i khoi, di lam duogc tién sé xin gia
din, th& ma anh ta nhfit dinh khong nghe : ma bay
gior chinh deoag sai ngudi dén doa bat téi do ! Thua
ngai ¢ d&i cod ai bao nguwge dén th€ bao giov khong?
T6-di-h6 nghe ngudi dan ba néi xong théi ndi gidn
dung dung, lién quay lai hoi cht hang tén tudi cai
dira bac nguwoc dy la gi ?... CLG bang lam ra bo
s0-hdli  dut-dé néi riing: Ui cha! nguoi ay ghé gom
lam ! chinh tén nguoi dy la Vuong-lai, visw hung-
ton tan bao nén nguoi ta thwong goi la Vuong-nbil-
tho ? Nguwoi dy & ving nay trén tir quan, dwédi dén dian,

- ai nly ciling déu phai kiéng so...

|
|
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To-di-hd nghe xong, lién chi vao bon ngudi (’J ngnil £
dudng ma béo ring: | '
Chitng bay vé bao thiing Vuwong-lai c6 mudn 14y tién .
thi d&n ddy. Gia-nhan liéa vé€ bdo v&i chd la Vwong-
lai, Vwong-lai nghe bio tirc gidn bdo gia-nhdn thdng i
yén ngud, cdm dai-dac nhiy 1én corn H#ic-mi, phi toi
chd Di-hd. Di-hd tr6 vao nguwdi dan ba ma bado rieg:
| Ngiedi nay la ngudi nhi ta do, ngwoi mubn 13y ddm
ba lang thi ta gid cho, sao ngwoi dam bt nat ngudi ta
ma Jam sing? |
Vuong-lai nghe noi tire gian soéng lai danh Té-di-
ho. Té-di-hd lién hit tay trai vao diu ngua cua Veong- _
lai, lam cho diu nguwa v& ra, con ngya bi dau chdm lén f

vat Voong-lai ngd xubng ! T6-di- hd tirc thoi bat ldy dai- ;

dao, mot chan dim vao nguwe Vwong-lai ma ring: ' g
% — Bo& quén cuong dao mi hi€p bpguéi, chiri ngud; | R
| di chian chuva ¥ mi cay th€ lam s#ng, nay gip ta | = S

thi luwoi gioi khon thoat, mudu sOng thi khong duge |
16i thdéi voi vo chOng nguoi ta nira, na 16i-théi thi  «
diu ngwoi s& khong & virng trén c¢d do. nghe ?....
[ Vwong-lai run liy biy xin tha, vA néi xin khéng .
| ddm 10i-thoi nira. Té-di-h0 lién tha cho v&.

Con ngudi dan ba thi vdi vang chay vao néi voi
chong dau duodi truyén dy, va do chong day ra ngoai 1 |
ta on T6 cong-tlr. T6 coéng-tr lién gat di ma rang:

Tac-ha con dwong bénh trong, khéng nén qua khiém,
d& khi nao bénh khoi ching ta s€ dam-dao ciing khong

muodn.
Puoc vai hém, ngroi khach £y khoi cing vy dén phong

To-cong-lr ta on, Té-cong-tlr lat dat ddy d& nguoi dy
ma moi ngoi. Toé-cong-t¥ hoi lai-lich thoi nguoi dy

déap réng:
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Toi ngwoi Ho-quing, tén goi Huang-huyén, nhan di Son-
tdy c6 viéc riéng, nhung d€n didy bi bénh. Néu khéng

thi khéong dam phiéa cong-tir. Toi chdng khoe hay,

song dén hang nghin Vwong-lai 't6i ciing cho mot cai
da la bo mang!.., :

To-cong-tir (hdy Hung-huyén minh cao 8 thuoe, cd
trirdng ba ngén, mit to tai lon, di ding khac thuong,
trong ra dang con nha vi-tuwéng,

Hai nguoi ndag ragua rit la vai vé, Té cong-tir lien k&
lai-lizh ctia minh cho Hung-huyén nghe. Hung-huyén rit
ldy lam kinh-phuc. Didn din tanh-rdo, T6 cong-tir lién
linnh tién cho va tién #An gia - cho nha hang, réi ir-
gii Hung-huy®n, nhung Huog-huyén lai di chg véng,
litn viét mol pheng thur cung 50 lang bac bdo nha
hang dwa cho Hung-buyén roi di. Néi vé Hung-huyén
di chg vé, thdy ché hang dwa cho mét phong thu
va 50 lang bac ma bdo riing :

Phong thw va s3 liegn do la cta To cong-tlr d@ la;
cho ngai do.

Hung-huyén lién gi¢ phong thw ra xem, thi thay
viél r ng:

« Mé&i gip nhan lidn ddu, ké anh-hing thdy nguoi
< gian-nan cha 1& b6 tay ma khoéong ctru hay sao?
« nay goi la co chiat dinh, xin tic-ha ché chdi-tir. Sau
« ndy s& cO ngay twong-hoin.

Té-di-Ho kinh

Hing-huyén rit I8y lam cam-dOng, sao lai co6 ngudi
thifu-nién anh-kiét trong-nghia khinh-tai dén thé&, minh
dia khong mudn nhan nhwng nguwoi ta di di xa roi
bé lam th& nao ?ciing danh nhén vy cho d& con
ting - biin,r6i sau nay s€ tim ngudi ma tra nghia,
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Déay néi vé To cong-tir di di lau ma khéng do-la
dwoc tin-tirc phu-thdn & dau ca. Swe nhe & huyén
Thai-binh, ¢6 mot nha phu-ho tén la Phén-héng, triroe
¢6 choi-boi véi cha minh, nén nghf rdng: Hay 1a cha
ta laah nan & d6 chﬁng Bén !im d€n nci 8y, khi da giap
mit Phiéin-h6ng, thi Té cong-ttr ké-18 sy tinh  diu-dubi
cha minh bi nan va hoi xem c6 & tai day khéng. Phin-
hdng la nguwdi ham sy quan sang chirc-trong, lién nghi-
ngay duwgec moOt k&, c6 thé ehong lam quan ngay, gia cach
vui-vé tiep-ddi To cong-tr va méi lwen lai choi  vai ngay,
dé cho ngudi nha di do ho. Té cong-tir di dudng nhoc-
mét. thanh ra méc bénh, lai thﬁy Phéin-hong tiép-dai rit
1a ti-t€, nén ung thudn. Noi vé Ph#n-hdng dinh dén
dém thi choi Té cong-tir dem gidi, chiic la duoe trong
thudng | Dém &dy biy tiéc khoan-dai To- cﬁng-tu' nhuwng
Té-cong-tir nhire ddu nén khong thé udng rugu duge.

N6i vé Phin-hong ¢6 mét ngudi con gai téa la Phén-
kim-lién, qudc-siic khuvah-thanh ma tai thao- laoec, lai
co phin hon cha. Ph#in-hong hi€m con, chi c6 mot
minh Phin tiéu-thw, néa chirdt la yéua-qui, zhwa dinh
woe v aica.

Canh ba dém hom 8y Phin-kim-Lién nim mong thdy
moOt 6ng cu gia xung la Nguyét -150 tién-6ng, lay Kim-

jién ma bdo ring : &

Chdéng nang bi nan, mau maua day ma di ctra khong
c6 nguy-hiém d€n noi roi .

Nguyét-lio noi xong, khong thay dau nira, con Phin-
tiu-thw thi nghi-nghi hoiic-hoiic, khong bi&t th& nao
lien danh li€u xudng pkong khach ctia cha ndp & dudi
biniki-phong thi thdly cha dang udng rorgu va ndi chuyén
voi miy vién gia-twéong, dang ban-bac dé bt To6 cong-
tir gidi nap. Phip-kim-lién nghe n6i hét dau duéi lién
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nghi réing : « Minh chic co tign - duyén voi Té cong-tir
ddy... nghi vay lién chay dén phong To6-coéng-tkr. Luc
by gio Toé-di-ho mét khong ngh dwoe, vin con thire,
thily nguori con gai yéu-diéu tudng la dén chén hoa gheo
nguyét gi chéing ? Vay chom day quat lén riing :

Tién-ntr kia | dang dém d€n day lam chi ?! hay la
mudn chén hoa gheo nguyét, dé ta cho mot chuy chét
twroi gior ! |

Phin tién-thw li€n néi riing :

Thuwa cong-tir, 161 diy chinh thwe la con Ph#n cha-
gia d6, nhan vi cha t6i dem gia b&t-nhédn, chuc choi céng-
tir nap quan dé 18y phiiu danh-loi, nay tdi di nghe hé&t diu
dudi, nén dé€n noi v&i cong-tir, mau mau liée dwong tron-
tranh, khéngco ma anguy, dén noi roi, chir khong phai
mudn tréu hoa gheo nguvét gi dau ? xin céng-tir mau
maun chiing nguy d€z noi thi khong thé ciru dwoc nira !

Té-di-ho trirng m#it lén ma riing :

(o 1€ nao Ph3n-hong lai bac-dii véi ta thé, hay la mi
noi ngoa ? |

Phén tiéu-thwr voi nédi riing :

Cong-tir oi  Cong-tlr kbong nghe toi, tin t6i  théi  xin
cong-ltr cung voi toi di d&r phong khachcha toi ma nghe
cho ro diu duéi.

Biy gio sé bi€t t61 néi thue hay ngoa...

To-di-ho nghe noi liéa di theo Ph#n tieu-thw ra ndp &
binh-phong nghe h&t dau dudi, 1i€ 1 néi v&i Phin tién-thw
ridng :

Tiéu-thw oi | ké sat-phu nay di chot nhd nhoi pham dén
tidu-thir, that 1a dang toi. Cai on tiéu-thw ciru mang cho
ddu ghi xwong tac-da, song can da mon ciing khéng bao
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gitr giam quén,.. By gior toi thatkhéng bidt 1€y gi 4
ta on, néu tiéu-thw chﬁng guan xdu-xa ma cho duoe cing
titu-thrr dep duyén cidm sdt... To-di-ho noi dén ddy
thoi nguong miégng khong noi du't;rc nira.

Phén-kim-lién ca then noi riing :

Néu cong-tir dé biing long cho lién-thi€p nang khin
stra ti thoi congi biog nita. Song dwong con nguy-cép
xin cong-tr mau mau lanh nan. T6 cOng-tir lién tir-gid roi
voi ra phia siiu I8y ngua ra di. L.uc dé vao ddn canh tu.
Phin tiéu-thue eiling trd vE phong. |

B€n ddu canh ndm Ph¥n-hong ciing vé6i ndm vién
gia-lrdng vira 'tan cudc rwgu, ngudi nha déu ngl yén
lién ciung nhau tét d&€n phong Té cong-tkr thoi chiing
thdy ddu, 1y lam ngac - nhién, khéng bigt riing ké nao
ti€t-10 co-muru ctin minh. Ph#a-hong lai danh chia b6 tay.

Day noi vé To6 cong-tr dong ngwra chay méi dén sang
moi dirng ngwa, vao nha hiang nghi, chiing ngd di dém
nén bi xwong gié cdm ndng, phai tro & nha quin-xa.

Noi vé Hﬁng—hu_yén tir ngay gidp To-cOng-tir dén nay
thi cang cdm cai long cia To cong-tir bao nhiéu lai
cang ay-nay biy nhiéu, nhitng mong dwgc cé lic da&
dén oa nbung chwa c¢6 din. Nhan & tith Son tady ¢6
huvén Vii-tin khuy& mdt chian tha - bi coi ngue.
Hung-havén dwong con ting-bin, phai xin lam dé tam
do vay.

Oi , nguoi anli-hiing ng,hld-klll nhw  Huang-huyén, ma
cling phdi gian-nan ludn cii dwadi quin phaa-tic,
kho thay ! |

Mudn biét sau nay th€ nao xem hdi sau sé rd,
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HOI THUC VI
T6-di-H6 hét tién ban nguea.
« Mac-dinh-Chu giita che cdau than.

NOi vé To cong-tlr bi y&a ning qua cir mot ti gi la ciieg
phai mua, thanh ra $m gin mot thang, tiéu h&t sach cd lién
lai no cia cht hang hét 15 lang nira, ma van chua manh.
Té-cong-lr lai lo nghi khong bi&t ldy gi d€ ma chu-tat
duge, Din khoi, song chuwa c6 tién gia chi-quan nén
con phai nan & lai. Mothém nghi réng: « Ta diy khong
quen thadc at, tir ¢d vO than, & noi ddt khach qué nguoi
bi€t lam th& nao, nghi quanh nghi quin c¢hi 20n c6 con
ngra cerdi nay ma dem ban chiic droe nhiéu ti€én, song noé
la mot con ngua c¢é nghia ctia minh, ha chéing tiéc lam
ru ? tir ngay la rakhoi nha, cai corn ngwa nay rat la co
nghia ma. cingta rong ru6i niing xwong ; Nhung nuwoc
da dén chén, ching 1€ bo tay ma ngdi dé cho ngudi 1t
51 miing, vi ti¥c mot con ngya ?. . Té-cong-tir bt diac di
phdira chudng ngua, rit ra xem thi con nguwa #y gy
yéu lim, moi bi€t rdng chii quan: midy hom thdy minh
khong co ti€n ciing liéu bo con nguwa khérg cho in udug
gl ca, lién ciing danh lién dem ra cho ban, nguoi chi-
quaa thidy vay cho ngudi nha theo ra xem, nhung Té-cong
ttr lai khong ban dwgce, hém sau lai gift ra chg khac
nhupg vé-hi¢u. V€ dén hang quan, thi chi-quan ciing
khéng néi gi,con con ngwathdi 6m ma ch&t Oi ! khach anh-
hung gitra noi dit khach q1é aogwdi, khéng bidt lam thé
nao nghi quanh,nghi quin, chi con mét cai 4o GEm xanh
thi ban dwg: nhig:1 tiéa, nhiwrng laild cha ti€n - nhan
khang thé ban dwoc, xong khéng con cach gi nita, lign hoi
chil hang & ddy c6 nha phi-hd nao khéng d& cim cai
ao xanh g#y.

- Noi vé & ving dy c6 mot nha phi-hd tén la Mac-dinh-
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Chu, di giiu ma lai trong nghia khinh tai, mun hon La-
Vong. Xirc na Phung-tién, ¢6 thé xudng b€ bit rong,
Ién non chir ho, vin vii toan tai, con hinh-dung thoi da
trang nhw thoa phin, mdi tra b6i son, mit lo, mét xang
nhur hai Judng dién, khi-th& hién-ngang. Mdi khi 6ng di chol
thoi chi m¢t minh l&rng-thirng, chir khong nhwr cac ngu©'
danh-gia lam b dai-cac th€ no thé kia. Mot hém dang
ngdi trong thu-phong bong thily gia-nhén bdo riing :

C6 ngudi chi-quan mudn vao yét-ki€z, Mac-Dinh-Chu
chay ra ngoai cong don ti€p ngudi chi-gquéan.

Khi vao dén xdnh-duwdng, thi Mac-dinh-Chn lign kdi chii
quan rang :

Ong mudn hoi viéc chi xin cir cho bigt ?

Nguoi eht-quan liéa gid loi rdng :

Thura ton-ong, t6i c6 mot cdi a0 mudn d€n  eim cho
ton-ong, vi nha 16i ting mdl moéa tién, nén phai di cim
cali 4o nay, xin ton-6ng liéa duedng ma gitup «ho ?

Mac-dinh-Chu;xem sét cdi ao thi biét cua qui lién 14y ra
nim muwoi lang bac dwoa cho chii-quan ma baio ring -

Thoéi ! ngai cim vé ma tiéu dung vay.

Nguoi chu quan lién tir gid Mac-dinh-Chu vé dwa cho
Té-cong-Tir ndm muoi lang bac. To-¢6ng-tir lign tinh tién
com hét ba muoi lang, con bao nhiéu rit vao lieng ra cho
mua vai may 4o d¢ mic, con 10 lang nira quanh-quiin lai
tiéu hét sach | T6-cong-tir li€n vac xong chiy ra cho Thai-
mac dé mua vo xin tién. Cho &y la cho clia 60g Mac-dinh-
Chu mo& ra, mot h6m 6ng Mac-dinh-Chu di siin ve, nguoi
& cho déu ho to lén riing :

Thai-Chu dé nhiit hung-tén tién-sinh van-tu€ | van-tug |

To-cong-tlr dang mua vo nghe thidly, ngodnh lai thi thily
mot nguoi hinh-dung tudn-ta, trang-mao khoéi-ngé, di dirng
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khéc thuong, kbi-th€ hién-ngang, trong thiy khéng khac gj
Phan-an tai-th€, Tong-ngoc phuc-sinh, lién lai vai chao
roi muia vo. Mac-dini-Chu chi thiy sang loang chir  khong
thay ngudi dau, Té-cong tir mia xong dwdng vo iv, lién
dirng tay ; Mac-dinh-Chu thiy vdy rét la khen ngoi, 18y ra
nim muoi lang bac dua cho Td-cong-lir ma bdo riing :

Ching m#y khi dwge gap ngdi ma lai thiy ngai co
tai nhwr vay, vdy c6 chat dinh bidu ngai dé lam qua.

To cong-tr thdv vay lién noi :

Toi c6 tai cin gi ma 16n-6ng phdi hau-ddi nhu vay ?
Mac-dinh-chu nai ép dua eho Té-cong-lir roi lién hoi
riang : |

D61 chuy cua ngai dé bing g6 c¢o6 phai khong? Ton-
cong-tir néi riing :

Khéng, thwa ton-6ng toan bing sit dic dé, Mac-dinh-chu,
khéng tin ma noéi ring : |

Chéc sirc khoe cua ngai ciing béng 16i chwr gi, vay xin
ngai dwra cho to6i xem doéi chuy Aay.

Té-cong-tir lien dwa cho Mac-dinh-chu, Mac-dinh-chu
thily niing qua khéng d& dwgc danh roi xudng cai xap
d4 minh dang ngdi, v&o tan ra nhuw cal, lai ch&t maét
con ché xin nira, lién kinh-ngac ma ring:

Thua ngai, toi di Ehu-du thién-ha did bao ldn, ma
kliong thay ngudi ndo khoe nhu ngai, xin ngai Ehﬁ“g
qudn la ling ma cho dwoc k€t nghia huynh-dé, thi ha
chiing la mét vice hay lim ru?

T6-cong-tr dirng day chiip tay ma néi rang : thuwa
ién-sinh, ké s#t-phu nay dd dwoc tién-sinh hau dai,
ma lai cho k& nghia sinh-tx thi con gi hay biing!

Mac-dinh-chu litn m&i v8  nha, sai gia-phan  bav
hirong-an, réi ciing lam 1¢, Mac-dinh-chu hon To cong-itr
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4 tudi theilam anh song roi,hai ngudi ngodi lai udng ruron H'
riit 1a vui-vé,

Mac-dinh-chu lién héi duyén do To- cbng—tu',thl Tﬁ-céng-

Mac-dinh-chu Jai héi rdng :

Sao To6-hign-dé lai & day lau thé ?

Té-coHng-ttr lien néi hét sw tinh minh tir khi bi 6m dén
nay, lai ch&t mat con ngura, con cAm mot cai 4o bao xanh |
phti ngoai hon 50 lang. =

Mac-dinh-chu nghe néi ngac-nhién ma hoi ring:

Hom no ta c6 cdm cho moOt ngudi hang com mét cai
40 bao xanh, hay la clia Té-hién dé do6 ching ? |

Té-cong-tlr nghe noildy Jam la va bao Mac- dlnh-chu
cho xem.

Mac-dinh-chu li®a vao trong nh & 18y ra cho Té-cong-
tt xem. |

Té-cong-tir xem song lifn nhan ngay duwoc ra la 4o cha
minh.

Mac-dinh-chu cwoi ma riang :

Co nhii ctia To-hién-dé thoi cir ldy ma mic, T6 cdng-
(& vin con e-I¢ chua dam miic, nhwrng Mac-dinh-Chu  nai
ép va bdo réng :

Nay dd k&t lam anh em thoi chia la ciing nhuwr cia hién.
dé, hudng chi la dich thire eta hién-dé thoi con ngai gi !

To-cang-tir iién vang 101 14y 40 m¥e, va tir do & lai pha
Mac-dinh.chu nghi dudng. (Cén nita, chuyén rat ly-ky)

In va ban tai Nhat-Nam 102 Hang' Cai Hanoi
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